
Out there in the quest for “the truth,” there are those who
have found it and those who have not. Some just cannot seem
to find it .. no matter how hard we try to show them. If “we”
who have it could just find a way to enlighten “those who are
in the dark, then we could begin to see the real progress and
enjoy the unity that comes with agreement on doctrine. Soci-
ety would turn around and the Kingdom of God could come.

Right?
Well ..... let’s think about it. Even if the presumption

were right, how do we go about getting their attention? And
just how do we call them out of error into the light of “truth”?
Maybe we could devise THE PERFECT ARGUMENT, then
no one would be able to resist “the truth”!

Truth resistance is a problem that we all have seen. Have
you had times when you wished you had a perfect argument
so you could straighten someone out? Being able to come up
with  perfect arguments would sure be handy, wouldn’t it?
That is  ..... if it really worked. Problem is, it doesn’t!

First of all, there is no perfect argument without perfect
truth ... and who among us has it? Every church claims to
have it, every preacher presumes to have it, every “man of
God” insists that he has it ... as they try to convince others of
the truth THEY see. They work and strive to devise THE
PREFECT ARGUMENT to correct the poor devils. The
blind and lost must be called back into the fold. Those that
refuse are denounced and shunned as “heretics,” “false
prophets,” “Jews,” “infiltrators,” etc. Belligerence, however,
does not prove the case for the belligerent. It only makes us
suspect that they have something to hide, or that their argu-
ment cannot stand on its own.

What does the Bible teach? Should we strive to convert
and save the unwashed? Should we believe teachers who tell
us that we are on a countdown to “the end” and a final judg-
ment ... and that our responsibility is to convert as many as
possible while we still can?

This religious paradigm is common in nearly every
church. It has been replayed over and over for hundreds of
years in pagan temples before churches were invented. And
to what end?

A PARADIGM SHIFT IS NEEDED
Paradigms are like pathways in the forest. We get used to

walking along a certain pathway, and it becomes familiar and
comfortable. we think of it as “our pathway.’ We continue
walking that familiar pathway even when it keeps taking us
to the wrong destination. We do this because it is not natural
to question our own pathways (paradigms). Nonetheless, if
one pathway gets us lost, wouldn’t it be a good idea to try a
different one ... rather than just continue on the one that has

proven to be wrong?
For example, take the zealous Constitutionalist who

is stuck in his paradigm. No matter how many dead ends
he runs into, or how many walls he hits, he won’t change
his pathway. No matter what you present as evidence that
the Constitution is a fraud and doesn’t work, he continues
to extol the wonderful government “of the people, by the
people and for the people.” He’ll repeat that the Founding
Fathers gave it checks and balances, a Bill of Rights, and
everything it needed to operate as a well-oiled machine
for the good of mankind.

He’ll insist that the machine is designed perfectly,
even though it is always on the fritz. This “well-oiled
machine” is always clogged up with dishonest, criminal
types at the top. you’d think that a well-designed
machine would have some built-in protections against
criminals at its helm.

The typical answer is “just vote out the bad guys” in
the well-oiled machine ... over and over and over again.
No big deal. The Constitutionalist is like the owner of a
car that’s always breaking down. Instead of admitting
that he’s got a lemon, he keeps telling everyone what a
good car he has ... even though it never performs accord-
ing to expectations. He won’t dare think that if the car
was any good to begin with it wouldn’t be causing him so
much trouble.

The fact is, if the Constitution was really as good as
“patriots” think it is, then the government it empowers
wouldn’t be criminal. Right?
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Jesus said: “Thus, every good tree produces good fruit,
but the bad tree produces bad fruit. A good tree cannot pro-
duce bad fruit, neither can a bad tree produce good fruit.”
Matt 7:17-18.

Bad fruit indicates a bad tree. Can you point to a time
when the US Government wasn’t producing bad fruit? Hasn’t
it always been run by liars, thieves, and murderers?

But the blind Constitutionalist is frozen in his Constitu-
tional paradigm and it is unthinkable to consider another
view. Proverbs 26 states the problem of paradigm rigidity:
“As a dog returns to his vomit, so a fool returns to his folly.”
Prov. 26:11.

People are creatures of habit; they get comfortable in a
rut, and they ignore all the bad things that come along with
that rut. But, wouldn’t it be logical to move to a better place if
the rut you are in is shown to be not in your best interest?

So how do we quit returning to, and wallowing in, our
worn-out paradigms? First let us understand how a paradigm
works. A paradigm is a pattern of thinking: a bias matrix
upon which we build our reasoning
and logic. Once established, it influ-
ences and shapes one’s thoughts
about everything.

Our paradigms are like maps for
life that we are given when we are
small children. many people in our
lives contribute to the construction

of our paradigm maps. Parents,
siblings, friends, movie stars, school
teachers, government officials, pas-
tors ... they all pass by during our

life and ink in the lines, legends,
charts, words, etc, that comprise our
map. This is our map, and it dictates
how we view the society we live in.

We view everything based upon how
this map has been drawn for us.

We accept the map, and we believe it is correct because it was
deemed “official.” It is our second nature, and it is shaped by
a million impressions inherited from youth. It is from our par-
ents, our teachers, our peers, our own personalities, news
broadcasters, and official answers from officials in govern-
ment. We assume it is the majority consensus. We give it
credibility and assume it is true.

The Map is a very complex thing with many sectors, and
it takes years to memorize it all. but like computers being pro-
grammed we memorize it perfectly, without reasoning. Then,
when an out-of-the-box thinker comes along and suggests a
good thought that just happens to not be on The map, we
assume he’s crazy, and we either ignore him or try to discredit
him. The Map prevents us from hearing his ideas, and it
warns us that if we listen to those ideas God will punish us.

One’s paradigm (“The Map”) is truly a mind control
machine. In the American paradigm  we grow up believing
that freedom is automatic, and all Americans have full access
to knowledge and information. But in truth all we really have
is propaganda authorized by the custodians of information
(the state-sanctioned officials, school teachers, historians,
leaders, men of religion, and TV newsmen). Try openly dis-
cussing unauthorized information and see how far you get.
Only the rare thinker and the battle-scarred veteran are bold
enough to consider anything not on The map.

THE MAP IS WRONG
The problem with The Map, or American Paradigm, is

that IT IS NOT THE BIBLE. It is not put together by God. It
is put together by men who live their lives to take advantage
of you and me. It is designed to make you and me easy to
control. In short, it is a theological/political tradition of men,
and in American society it has been given precedence over
God. Men have invested so much time in the construction of

The map (the American Paradigm) that if someone voices
a different opinion BASED ON THE BIBLE, rather than
based on The Map (the sacred tradition), it is dismissed
out of hand.

Jesus encountered this problem with the scribes and
Pharisees:

“Then scribes and Pharisees from Jerusalem came to
Jesus, saying, ‘Why do your disciples transgress the tradi-
tion of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when
they eat a meal.’ But He answered and said to them, ‘Why
do you also transgress the commandment of God through
your tradition? For God said, ‘Honor your father and
mother,’ and, ‘he that reviles father or mother, let him end
in death.’ But you say that whoever shall say to his father
or his mother, ‘that by which you might have benefitted by
me, it is a gift (to God)’ and he should not honor his
father. Thus have you invalidated the commandment of
God by your tradition. You hypocrites, well did Isaiah
prophesy of you, saying, ‘This people honor Me with their

mouth, but their heart is far from
Me. But in vain they worship Me,
teaching for doctrines the com-
mandments of men.’” Matthew
15:1-9

First we must get our priori-
ties straight. One’s <Map (his
paradigm) should not take prece-
dence over Holy Scripture. That
means that if someone postu-
lates a theory that isn’t on The
Official Map, we shouldn’t auto-
matically assume he is crazy or a
heretic. Maybe he’s got an idea
we haven’t considered before.
maybe we DON’T have all the
answers. After all, The Map can-
not be above question. The Map

(the current paradigm) is in a constant state of revision
and change - although most people don’t realize it and
won’t admit it.

If we can continue learning, even after other people
think of us as “old” and “set in our ways” then maybe we
can still find new insights into theological matters as well.
People who think “inside the box” are rigid like hardened
molded concrete. People outside the box are more likely
to continue learning, and are less likely to be imprisoned
by the paradigms of the religious/political matrix around
us. But if people’s minds are like hardened concrete they
won’t be malleable to new ideas. They will simply memo-
rize The map - nothing else.

A better approach to learning would be not merely
memorizing the current paradigm and then attempting to
fit yourself within those parameters. Instead of searching
for a comfortable place to retire our thinking processes,
we should be in a continual learning and growth process.
None of us has a patent on truth, and none of our “Maps”
are above improvement. We should think about it and
constantly test our own paradigms. That takes courage
because some of the “truths” we have learned COULD be
wrong and we might have to change our thinking about
them. It means we assume the responsibility of self-exam-
ination, EVEN IF IT DISAGREES WITH THE OFFI-
CIAL MAP GIVEN TO US BY THE CUSTODIANS OF
INFORMATION.

You can begin to see how The Map can be a good
thing ... if it is a good map, but if The Map is bad ... it can
be a very bad thing indeed.

TRUTH ALONE WON’T GET YOU INTO THE 
KINGDOM

What about the masses? Can we defeat the American
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Paradigm and convert them to the truth? Should we agonize
over convincing people of the truth by giving them the right
evidence, and logic (The Perfect Argument)? Based on
experiences with family members, and splits within groups
and churches where people are forced to take sides, I would
have to say no! If the one you are trying to convince isn’t
ready for what you have to say, then The Perfect Argument
will do no good. If he wants to continue in the mode he is
already in, then your Perfect Argument - even though it’s a
good one - will only convince him that you have been led
astray. He will end up being more convinced than ever of
his original view of the matter.

This is a difficult truth to accept and usually can only be
accepted once you have experienced it firsthand. If it has
happened to you, you may first think of yourself as a fail-
ure, unable to help or communicate with people.

If you start with the premise that being a Christian
means that you must progressively convince more and more
people until you have a great army of united Christians who
know the truth, you will always view yourself as a failure.
Why? Because that scenario will

never happen.
But if we face reality and what

the Bible says, then we will realize
that being a Christian means that
our “Perfect Argument” will actu-
ally DIVIDE people one from
another. And in this, we WILL be
successful. Of course, in the final
analysis, it’s really not we that are
being successful - it’s the Word of
God that is being successful:

“For the Word of God is alive
and active, and is sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrows, and is a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Heb. 4:12

During the churches’ annual Christmas tradition we
hear a typical item on the official map repeated: “Peace and
unity among all men.” This then is assumed to be “truth” in
the official paradigm. Everyone has slavishly memorized it
without question. And yet when we look at what Jesus him-
self said, we see a different message:

“Are you assuming that I came to give peace on the
earth? I tell you, no, but rather division. For from now on
five in one house will be divided: three against two, and two
against three. The father will be divided against the son and
the son against the father; the mother against the daughter
and the daughter against the mother; the mother-in-law
against her daughter-in-law and the daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law.” Luke 12:51-53

The official paradigm says, “Peace and unity.” The
truth from the mouth of Jesus says, “Division on Earth.”
Could these verses actually be a quote from the Bible? It
certainly isn’t on The Map! And Jesus said this division
would happen right in the middle of families. Maybe the
father wouldn’t see the truth, but the son would - or vice
versa.

Most people don’t like to hear this, so right in the mid-
dle of your “Perfect Argument” they suddenly say some-
thing like, “Hey, did you catch that game between the
raiders and the Cowboys?”

Jesus never agonized over constructing the Perfect
Argument. In fact, He sometimes intentionally phrased the
truth in a vague way, as we see when He spoke to people in
parables. At these times He wasn’t trying to be clear, con-
cise and convincing, as one might expect. Instead He spoke
in riddles. His disciples asked Him why He spoke to people
in parables, and Jesus replied that He was not trying to con-

vert people, but rather He was dividing them to distin-
guish between those who were IN the Kingdom and those
who were OUTSIDE the Kingdom:

“And He was saying to them, ‘To you it has been
given to know the mystery of the Kingdom of God; but to
THEM THAT ARE OUTSIDE, all these things are done in
parables, that, seeing they may see, and not perceive, and
hearing they may hear, and not comprehend; and at no
time will they turn and be forgiven. And He said to them,
‘Not having known this parable, how then will you know
all the parables.’” Mark 4:11-13

The bottom line is that you either have the capacity to
see, or you don’t; to be IN the Kingdom of God or not.
God decides this! Not you.

In verse 11 notice the phrase: “but to THEM THAT
ARE WITHOUT, all these things are done in parables.”
Jesus was describing New Jerusalem - God’s Kingdom -
and how to know who is in it and who is not. Those of us
who are IN need to know how to recognize others who are
IN.

But what is it that determines
if one is in or out of the King-
dom? Apparently it is not enough
for us to invite others into the
city ... for although people can
enter at any time, few actually
do.

In Revelation 21:25, the
Bible tells us that the gates of
New Jerusalem are open day and
night, and are never shut. Then in
chapt. 22, it refers to the King-
dom as “the city,” and tells peo-
ple how to enter it - not in a
future age, but RIGHT THEN:

“And he said to me, ‘Seal not
the words of the prophecy of this book, for THE TIME IS
AT HAND (i.e. now). He that is unjust, let him be unjust
still; and the filthy one, let him be filthy still; and he that
is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is holy,
let him be holy still. And behold, I come quickly, and my
reward is with Me, to give to each as is his work. I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Begin-
ning and the End. Blessed are the ones washing their
robes, that they may have right to the Tree of Life, and
MAY ENTER IN THROUGH THE GATES INTO THE
CITY. For outside are dogs and sorcerers, and fornicators
and murderers, and idolators and everyone liking and
perpetrating deception.” Revelation 22:10-15.

The gates are open, but not everyone can enter. This
city is different than any other city ... in that only certain
ones can find the open gate. Those who do not belong can
neither see the gate, nor enter it. No matter what kind of a
Perfect Argument you direct at them, some just cannot see
the gate. If they’re unfit or unwilling to repent, they can-
not enter. They’ll never hear the logic and reason of the
Perfect Argument.

But if they are one of “the called out ones” (the eccle-
sia) - and if they are willing ... then they’ll see the gate
and they will enter ... AND THEY WILL UNDER-
STAND YOUR WORDS ... WITHOUT ARGUMENT.
They’ll partake of the trees and waters of life. As long as
they desire to be there, they will be. But if they fall back
and revert to their old ways of thinking, they will find
themselves back on the outside ... because they do not
belong inside.

“And there shall not enter into it any thing that
defiles, or anyone working an abomination or a lie: only
they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” Rev
21:27
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Notice that there is a continuing metaphor of entering
into the Kingdom through a door or a gate. And, more
importantly, notice the PRESENT tense of entering in! Peo-
ple were entering in at that time ... and more are entering
even today.

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, (translators
and religious leaders) hypocrites! For you are shutting up
the Kingdom of Heaven before men, for you are not enter-
ing, nor do you allow them to enter that are coming in.”
Matt 23:13.

The Futurist churches have interpreted the Bible to say
that entering into the Kingdom is an end-time event which
occurs only after an end-time “judgment day.” But what
does the Bible really say? It says that citizenship in New
Jerusalem is a present relationship with God. It is the status
of “knowing” Him ... or rather, Him knowing us ... and it is
today.

“Strive to enter in at the narrow gate, for many, I tell
you, will seek to enter in and will not be able. When once the
master of the house is risen and
shuts the door, and you begin to
stand outside and to knock at the
door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’
and answering He will say to
you, ‘I have not known you.
Where are you from?” Then you
will begin to say, ‘We ate and
drank in your sight, and you
taught in our streets.’ But He
will say to you, ‘I do not know
where you are from. Get away
from Me all you workers of iniq-
uity.’ There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth when you see
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob
and all the prophets in the King-
dom of God, but you yourselves
cast out. And they will come
from the east and from the west,
and from the north and from the
south, and shall sit down (at

the table) in the Kingdom of
God.” Luke 13:24-29.

“Not everyone that says to
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into
the Kingdom of Heaven, but he
that is doing the will of My
Father who is in Heaven. Many

will say to Me in that Day,
‘Lord, Lord, have we not proph-
esied in your name, and in your
name cast out demons, and in
your name done many powerful
works?’ And I will confess to
them, ‘I never knew you: get
away from Me, you that are

working lawlessness.’’ Matthew 7:21-23.
Just because you claim to do “powerful works” in Jesus’

name doesn’t mean you are in the Kingdom. This shows that
there can be insincere people who prophesy (teach) and do
great works claiming to be “in the name of Jesus Christ.’
But Jesus says to them “I don’t know you!” This is not a
prophecy of some future judgment, but rather a description
of current policy.

Another myth on The Map is that all who profess Christ
- especially pastors of churches  - are good, honest people ...
and that Jesus was not speaking to them.

But read the passage again. There is no one else to
whom He could have been referring. Just claiming to do

things “in Jesus’ name” does not necessarily make it so. If
Jesus says “I never knew you,” that indicates that the peo-
ple don’t know Him either.

There are obviously many people who think they
know Jesus, but don’t. Perhaps one explanation of this
phenomena is explained by the fact that different groups
define Jesus differently ... as in the case where one group
claims Jesus is the Son of God and another group claims
Jesus is God Himself. Obviously, at least one of these is
wrong, and therefore “doesn’t know” Jesus very well.

With regard to admittance into the Kingdom, it is not
a matter of being coaxed into entering. Either you can see
the Kingdom, or you can’t. If you cannot see the King-
dom, obviously you cannot find the gate to enter. You
either know Jesus or you don’t. You are either one of
Jesus’ sheep or you are not ... and if you are, then you can
“hear” and understand His voice as He bids you to enter
in. Here’s the way Jesus describes the Shepherd/Sheep
interaction in John 10:

“Truly, truly I say to you,
he that is entering not by the
door into the sheepfold, but
climbs up some other way, that
one is a thief and a plunderer.
But he who is entering in by the
door is the shepherd of the
sheep. To him the door keeper
is opening, and the sheep are
hearing his voice; and he is
calling his own sheep by name
and he is leading them out.
When he is bringing out his
own sheep, he is going before
them and the sheep are follow-
ing him, for they know his
voice. And they will not follow
a stranger, but they will flee
from him, for they do not know
the voice of strangers. I am the
Good Shepherd, and I know my
sheep, and my sheep know
me.” John 10:1-5, 14.

Scripture also tells us that
even though men were hearing
the words from Jesus’ mouth,
they still couldn’t understand
about the Kingdom.

“Then occurred in Jerusa-
lem the festival of dedication,
and it was winter. And Jesus
was walking in the temple in
Solomon’s Porch. Therefore the
Judaists encircled Him and
said to Him, ‘How long are you
keeping our souls in suspense?
If you are the Anointed, tell us

plainly.’ Jesus answered them, ‘I TOLD YOU, AND YOU
ARE NOT BELIEVING. The works that I am doing in My
Father’s name, these are bearing witness of Me. But you
are not believing, because you are not of My sheep. My
sheep are hearing My voice, and I know them and they are
following Me. And to them I am giving eonian life, and
they are not getting lost, and no one is snatching them out
of My hand.’”  John 10:22-28.

As you can see Jesus told them He was the Christ and
yet they didn’t believe. Jesus presented His proof - His
“Perfect Argument” - but that wasn’t enough for them. It
wasn’t enough because they weren’t of His sheep. They
were in the wrong paradigm, and the call did not register
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with them.
THE CALLED OUT ONES

“Many are called, but few are CALLED OUT.” Matt
22:14

Jesus is the Shepherd and HE calls the sheep. Man does
not decide who will hear the call. It is not our prerogative to
choose the people who will hear. It is not our fault that we
have the wrong effect upon those who don’t hear. If people
are fighting and quarreling and disregarding Jesus ...
because their impression of Jesus is wrong, and they do not
really know Him ... that is not our fault.

All the division going on is simply God’s judgment
working itself out. The goats are being separated from the
sheep. The dogs and sorcerers are outside the Kingdom and
the Ecclesia [ECC = out; KALEO = call] - the called-out
ones - are inside ... having been “called” into the Kingdom.
Therefore, Jesus calls people into the Kingdom. Many are
called ... but only few are called OUT (i.e. only a few
respond). The ones who respond to the call and come out of
the world are the ones who know Jesus. They are not being
coerced by you or me, or by some perfect argument. They
are NOT called out of all races, they are ONLY called out of
Israel.

This doesn’t mean we should
stop striving to learn and share truth.
But those who have not already been
“called out” by Jesus will not have
interest in the gospel of the King-
dom.

The calling-out paradigm  of the
ecclesia is different from the prose-

lytizing paradigm of the Church. In
the Church environment you simply
memorize the map you are given.

You try to fit in or belong to the
group. YOU decide to accept a lit-
urgy of some sort as unity through
agreement in church and doctrine ...

and any disagreement is considered
bad and unacceptable. You go to
Church to feel good about yourself
and others.

Conversely, in the Ecclesian
environment you are following Jesus, not organizational
conformity and acceptance. You are drawn to truth, not to
what is politically correct. You are in a growth process, not a
process of defending tradition and past mistakes. You are
called OUT from the herd, not coerced to fit in.

Learning, changing, and the thought patterns of growth
are not discouraged in the Kingdom of God (the Ecclesia).
Ecclesians constantly undergo the change process that is
essential to growth, and they deplore the stagnant pool of the
status quo. Once a truth is established, ecclesians move on to
learn more truths ... rather than constantly rehashing the
same material for 20, 30 or even 50 years, glorying in one
past discovery. Ecclesians are who they are, not because it
feels good, but because God’s spirit compels and draws
them.

“No one is able to come to me, unless the Father who
sent me draws him:” John 6:44

We don’t volunteer into the Ecclesia. We are drafted. We
are drawn into it by another’s will ... we don’t find our own
way. Man’s dependance upon God’s call is the part of the
equation most people forget about.

But the people in the church paradigm  answer a differ-
ent “call’ ... one that appeals to the pagan, the carnal-
minded, and the spiritually-dead. History bears it out.

The Church paradigm was initiated to circumvent God’s
Kingdom during the reign of the Roman emperor Constan-
tine in the 4th century AD. He, being a political opportunist,

used a corrupted form of Christianity as a tool�to increase
his own power and control over his empire. He laid the
foundation to The Official map or Paradigm, and it has
been burned into the heads of churchgoers ever since.

The kingdoms and governments of men, by their very
nature, have always been at odds with true Christianity.
That is why Jesus’ people are often “underground.” They
don’t fit into any state-authorized category or group, so
they remain on the opposite side of the wall from the rest
of the world. True Christianity is STILL illegal and oper-
ating “underground” today despite what The map says!

Paganism was the unabashed religious force behind
Rome’s emperors. Constantine took a little different
approach. To make himself more popular with the masses,
he issued the Edict of Milan in 313 AD, which granted
“freedom of religion” within the Roman Empire. “Chris-
tianity” was then allowed to legally exist side by side with
Roman Paganism. Of course, the authorized forms of
“Christianity” were defined and limited by Constantine.
(much like the IRS now wants to define and control
“churches”) In other words, the Christians were given
freedom to join the new Constantinian Church System and

call it “Christianity” .... pretty
much the same as today.

With the promise of easier
times for Christians they suc-
cumbed to the lure and their new
churches were modelled along
the lines of the Imperial adminis-
tration. They used Latin terms
like “vicar” and “diocese” taken
directly from Diocletan, an
emperor who preceded Constan-
tine.

Within a few years the Chris-
tian COMMUNITY (the original
“ecclesia”) had been overshad-
owed by the new “church” estab-
lishment. The word “church”
came from the Greek “kuria-
kos:” which means “the lord’s.”
The Greek “kuriakos” (the lord’s)
eventually became the Old

English “kirche,” and the Scottish “kirk” - hence, the
modern name “church.” But this “church” is NOT in the
Bible.

“The Church” as we know it didn’t exist before Con-
stantine invented it. The state churches of Rome belonged
to “Lord Constantine.” The state has always been “lord”
of the churches. The state licenses them and their leaders,
and permits them to exist, grants them authority to bap-
tize, marry, and bury their members. The state grants tax-
exempt status to churches and allows members to deduct
their offerings from their taxable income. The state closes
churches it does not like.

Yes, it (the state) owns the churches. The state is
“kurios” (“lord”), and the churches are “kuriakos” (“the
lord’s”). Churches exist by authority of the state - not
Jesus. They get their authority from the same place they
get their form and polity: from their “lord” - THE STATE!

Christians acquiesced to government, and in so doing
they were boxed into the authorized paradigm ... in build-
ings that had formerly housed pagan religions - buildings
owned and defined by the Roman LORD (the Emperor).
Thus, the building was called “kuriakos” (“church”):i.e.
“the lord’s.” By 318 Christian bishops had been granted
all the civil rights and privileges that the Pagan high
priests of Rome held.

In his quest to master the world, Constantine, took
another step to “Romanize” Christianity by convening the
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Council of Nicea in 325. in the Council of Nicea Rome insti-
tuted the Nicean Creed: a document which etched an Official
set of beliefs on The Map for church members.

Constantine was Romanizing the Christians in the
Empire. His goal was to unify Pagan and Christian and thus
create a more manageable, unified citizenry. Constantine
created “the church” as an institution wherein Christian and
Pagan could join together under the banner of religion. Thus,
today, churches have pagan doctrines cleverly intertwined
with Christian doctrines ... and most members can’t tell one
from another.

The church paradigm was set for all time when Constan-
tine, on his deathbed in 337, in probably an act calculated to
finalize his image with the public, was officially baptized
into the Church by a bishop.

“Christianity” as it is known in the churches is the prod-
uct of Constantine The Great - a Pagan Emperor of Rome.
Some people assume Constantine was converted to Chris-
tianity. But that is a gullible assumption. Constantine was a
very good businessman. He could
see that .....

´&KULVWLDQLW\� ZDV� RQ� WKH� ULVH�� DQG� KHVLPSO\�EDFNHG�WKH�ZLQQLQJ�KRUVH��+LVWRULDQV
VWLOO�PDUYHO�DW�WKH�EULOOLDQFH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�&RQ�
VWDQWLQH� FRQYHUWHG� WKH� VXQ�ZRUVKLSSLQJSDJDQV�WR�&KULVWLDQLW\��%\�IXVLQJ�SDJDQ�V\P�
EROV�� GDWHV� DQG� ULWXDOV� LQWR� WKH� JURZLQJ
&KULVWLDQ� WUDGLWLRQ�� KH� FUHDWHG� D� NLQG� RIK\EULG�UHOLJLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�DFFHSWDEOH�WR�ERWK
SDUWLHV�µ

´7UDQVPRJULILFDWLRQ�µ� /DQJGRQ� VDLG�´7KH�YHVWLJHV�RI�SDJDQ�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�&KULVWLDQ
V\PERORJ\� DUH� XQGHQLDEOH�� (J\SWLDQ� VXQ
GLVNV� EHFDPH� WKH� KDORV� RI� &DWKROLF� VDLQWV�
3LFWRJUDPV� RI� ,VLV� QXUVLQJ� � KHU� PLUDFX�ORXVO\�FRQFHLYHG� VRQ� +RUXV� EHFDPH� WKH
EOXHSULQW�IRU�RXU�PRGHUQ�LPDJHV�RI�WKH�9LU�JLQ�0DU\� QXUVLQJ�%DE\� -HVXV�� $QG� YLUWXDOO\
DOO� WKH� HOHPHQWV�RI� WKH�&DWKROLF� ULWXDO� �� WKH
PLWHU��WKH�DOWDU��WKH�GR[RORJ\��DQG�FRPPXQ�LRQ�� WKH� DFW� RI� ´*RG�HDWLQJµ� �� ZHUH� WDNHQ� GLUHFWO\� IURP� HDUOLHU� SDJDQ
P\VWHU\�UHOLJLRQV�µ -The DaVinci Code, by Dan Brown.

Constantine was also responsible for popularising the
idea of “incarnation.” Thus, the churches’ concept of the
“divinity of Jesus” (via the Trinity doctrine) dates back to
Constantine. Constantine incorporated it into the new
Church established in 325 AD at the Council of Nicea. Since
that time, churchmen have denounced hundreds of “here-
tics” ... and tortured and killed scores of them for rejecting
this pagan church doctrine.

Thus, today “Christianity” is associated with churches,
Christmas, Easter, and Priestcraft which stands between man
and God - all paganism! All from Constantine’s political
ambitions which took Paganism and Christianity and fused
the two so that neither were the same again.

Everybody looks back and says what a wonderful thing
it was that Christianity was finally given credibility - by a
Roman Emperor no less! A Perfect Argument finally worked
and Christianity gained a foothold in the world ... or did it?
Could caesar give Jesus credibility?

No! Constantine hijacked Christianity, corrupted it,
redefined it, and subjected it to himself. He caused God’s
Kingdom to be even more hidden from men. Constantinian
Christians lost sight of the Kingdom. Since Constantine,
Christians continue to blindly wait for the Kingdom to plop
down from the clouds and reveal itself to all people.

Today, Christians are duped to believe in a “separation
of church and state.” But the Roman central government par-
adigm has successfully been embedded in the common
man’s definition of both church and state. People now equate

Christianity with the Church, and the Church is under
State control. So, for all intents and purposes, the Church
is a branch of the Beast .. through the State.

There are a lot of “church” people in government, and
government people in church. They get along perfectly
because both church and state are modelled after Rome.
Both are Roman paradigms, so there are no conflicts.

The church paradigm demands that we fit in and con-
form. It prepares us from youth to fit into a government
system and conform it it ... so we won’t be seen as “unpa-
triotic.”

ENTERING THE KINGDOM
The Kingdom is not something we find. Rather, we

must be called into it. But some people have a mystical,
magical, superstitious way of thinking about “the call.”
Religious people seem to expect “the call” to turn them
into a pastor or a prophet. They think “the call” must
somehow be associated with church.

But in reality there is nothing religious about being
called out. It happens to ordinary
folks ... and it DOES NOT call
them into a church! It calls them
into the Kingdom.

People who are “called out”
may experience the calling over
many years of struggle, division
and learning. And these experiences
are not always positive. With all the
church splits and family fights they
endure as they are called out of
Babylon, people sometimes wish
they had never been called. Some
people think that being a church-
man proves they have been
“called.” There are also many who
hear “the call” of money and celeb-
rity in the position of a pastor.

What follows are some interest-
ing quotes that give insight into the
true calling process:

´<RX�FDQ�RQO\�ILQG�WUXWK�ZLWK�ORJLF�LI�\RX�KDYH�DOUHDG\�IRXQG�WUXWK
ZLWKRXW�LW�µ������������������������������������������������������- G.K. Chesterfield

The Perfect Argument, though full of logic, cannot
effectively convert people to the truth. You must first be
called and led by Jesus to discover the truth. It’s not some-
thing YOU accomplish on your own. Once you have been
shown the truth by Jesus, then the logic works.

´7KH�H\HV�VHH�RQO\�ZKDW�WKH�PLQG�LV�SUHSDUHG�WR�FRPSUHKHQG�µ  
                                                  -  Robertson Davies
That quote helps us understand the growing process.

You can present your Perfect Argument to people who will
think you are crazy ... but then, later on, after they have
gone through tribulation and struggle of one form or
another, and you again present your Perfect Argument,
they will be able to see what you are saying. Jesus under-
stood this when he told his disciples the following:

“I have much to say to you, but you can’t bear it now.”
John 16:12

“I have spoken these things to you in parables. The
hour is coming when I will no more speak to you in para-
bles, but I will speak to you plainly of the Father.” John
16:25

To know who can hear the Shepherd’s voice and who
cannot you must first know who is in the Kingdom and
who is not. Then, once you have figured this out, invest
your energies into THEM, not the “dogs and sorcerers,
etc” that are outside the Kingdom and cannot hear. Those
are the terms used to distinguish citizens of the Kingdom
(ecclesians) from non-citizens. Anyway, Jesus gives some
good advice concerning who we should present our truths
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to ... and who we should not:
“Give not that which is holy to the dogs, neither cast

your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their
feet, and turn again and rend you.”  Matthew 7:6

These “dogs and sorcerers” are described in more detail
in 2 Timothy 3:1-7:

“This know also: that in days to come perilous times will
stand. For men shall be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, presumptuous, arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, uncaring, unwilling to give of
themselves, devils, without self-control, savage, amoral,
betrayers, headstrong, prideful, lovers of pleasures rather
than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying
its power. From these turn away. For from these come the
ones who insinuate themselves into houses and lead captive
silly women laden with sins, led away with various lusts,
EVER LEARNING AND NEVER ABLE TO COME TO
THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.” 

The King James Version says “in the last days,” which is
an unfortunate and inaccurate translation. The Greek idiom
actually means “later on” or “in days to come.” “The last
days” is another of those phrases on The Map that keeps
Futurists touting official church escha-
tology. The perilous times, according
to the churches, come at “the end of
the world.” Never mind that there have
ALWAYS been perilous times, all
down through history! Similarly, there
have always been men who are lovers
of themselves, etc - ALL DOWN

THROUGH HISTORY! And, of
course, last-days thinking presumes
the Earth must come to an end. Futur-
ism is a big feature on the official
Map that churchgoers must memorize.

But also notice that these people
are EVER LEARNING AND
NEVER ABLE TO COME TO THE
KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. There will always be
people who cannot find truth even though they are always
learning! The challenge is to not let these people and their
pagan theologies cause us to stumble or distract us from
what we know is right ... and what we must do.

“And whoever will not receive you, or hear your words,
when you go out of that house or city, shake off the dust of
your feet.” Matthew 10:14

Jesus didn’t say we were failures when we could not get
people to listen to us. They didn’t listen to Jesus either. It’s
not about lining up perfect logic and irrefutable arguments to
convince people to turn to Jesus. Rather it is about accepting
God’s judgment as to who He is calling into his Kingdom.
We are to minister to the sheep in HIS flock. We have no
authority to try to herd other sheep in other flocks, or sheep
that are running wild. 

Also, He will give us the words we should say at the
right time:

“But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to the
courts, and they will scourge you in their synagogues, and
you shall be led before governors and kings on account of
Me, for a witness to them and the nations. But when they
deliver you up, be not anxious of how or what you should
say, for it will be given to you in that hour what you should
say. For you are not the ones speaking, but the spirit of your
Father is speaking in you.” Matthew 10:17-20

Waxing eloquent and impressing people with your ora-
tory will not get them into the Kingdom. The gospel is not
something that we can peddle. people cannot be herded into
the Kingdom, nor can they be persuaded into it. We cannot
give them the ability to SEE the Kingdom. They must be
called into it by God. We may have all the answers, logic and

arguments, but people cannot understand unless they are
already able to see the gates of New Jerusalem.

CONCLUSION
Our commission is NOT to wield a PERFECT

ARGUMENT to convert pagans and unbelievers. Rather,
we are to avoid them ... and work with those who are
called OUT: the ones who hear the Shepherd’s voice.

The ability to hear Jesus’ voice is a precious but per-
ishable gift. It must be kept, and treasured. Thus, whehn a
man is called he must respond. If he develops a thirst for
truth he will seek it and ask for it. He won’t reject truth,
nor will he resent godly admonition and scriptural encour-
agement. He won’t argue with the truth ... because he is
seeking it. He doesn’t need to be “converted.” Rather, he
needs friendship, support, and help to continue learning
and growing. Instead of argument, we offer edification and
further education of the brethren.

And don’t be shocked when you see divisions among
our people who disagree and quit talking to each other.
There are good reasons for the splits: all the way from dis-
agreements over doctrine (see IS DOCTRINE IMPOR-
TANT, PT 1, #181 Mar 2001, pT 2, #188 Nov 2001,

CIM), to men getting tired of each
other. No matter what the reason,
Jesus is there judging and separating ..
culling His flock.

It is not up to us. We do not own
the flock. God does! It is up to Him to
determine who He wants in His flock.
Only God can do it. It is not our duty
to decide which sheep He should be
calling. Rather, it is our duty to learn
how to recognize His sheep ... and
work with them. They hear us. They
do not fight us.

By the same token, we are sup-
posed to learn how to recognize his
enemies.

“Remember the word which I said to you, The servant
is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me,
they will also persecute you; if they have observed my
words, they will observe yours also [i.e. anything you say
will be taken down and given in evidence - against you,
CIM]” John 15:20.

We are not helping God save people! He already did
that. What we are doing (or should be doing) is accepting

HIS judgment in terms of who is in His Kingdom. Thus,
we are to fellowship with the saints ... who are separate
from the world. “Saints” and “holy” are BOTH from the
same Greek word meaning SEPARATE. The holy spirit
(spirit of separation - mentality or mindset of separation)
moves saints to SEPARATE from the world ... and seek
the Kingdom.

&RXUWHV\�7KH�$PHULFDQ�&KULVWLDQ��%R[�����*UDQJHYLOOH�,'������
---------------------------------------------------------------%(<21'�7+(�9$*$%21'�)$0,/<

by Philip H. Lancaster$́Q� HQWLUHO\� LVRODWHG� )DPLO\� LV� VFDUFHO\� DQ\ZKHUH� WR� EH� IRXQG�
7KH\�DUH�UDWKHU�JURXSHG�LQWR�FOXVWHUV��KHOG�WRJHWKHU�E\�WLHV�RI�DIIHF�
WLRQ�DQG�RI�EORRG��$OPRVW�DV�VRRQ�DV�D�FKLOG�NQRZV�LWV�IDWKHU�DQG�LWVPRWKHU��LW�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�RI�HDFK�DV�WKH�IRXQGHUV
RI� VR�PDQ\� VHSDUDWH� KRPHV� MXVW� OLNH� KLV� RZQ�� +H� FURVVHV� RYHU� WKH
ERXQGDU\�E\�ZKLFK�DOO�WKHVH�DUH�GLYLGHG��LQ�WKH�UHYHUHQFH�DQG�ORYH�IHOWWR�WKH�XQFOH�DQG�WKH�DXQW��DQG�LQ�WKH�PRUH�IDPLOLDU�WHQGHUQHVV�IHOW�WR
WKH�FRXVLQ��,Q�WKH�RQH�FDVH�LW�LV�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ��SURSHUO\�TXDOLILHG��RI�WKH
VHQWLPHQW�FKHULVKHG� WRZDUGV� WKH�SDUHQW�� DQG� LQ� WKH�RWKHU��D�ZHDNHU
UHSHWLWLRQ�RI�WKH�ORYH�HQWHUWDLQHG�IRU�WKH�EURWKHU�DQG�VLVWHU��3UHVHQWO\�
WKHVH�IDPLOLHV�EUDQFK�RXW�LQ�WKHLU�WXUQ��DQG�JLYH�WKH�QHZ�UHODWLRQV�RI
QHSKHZV�DQG�QLHFHV��$V� WKH�FLUFOHV�ZLGHQ�� WKH�QXPEHU�RI�RQH·V�NLQ�
GUHG�LV�HQODUJLQJ��ZKLOVW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�OHVV�LQWLPDWH�DQG�WKH�DIIHF�
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WLRQ� OHVV� VWURQJ��XQWLO� DW� OHQJWK� WKH\�GLVDSSHDU� XSRQ� WKH�JUHDW� VHD�RI
KXPDQ�VRFLHW\��%XW�LW�LV�LQ�WKH�ERVRP�RI�WKHVH�FROODWHUDO�UHODWLRQV��ZLWK�DOOWKHLU�SOHDVDQW�DVVRFLDWLRQV� DQG� LQIOXHQFHV�� WKDW�ZH� DUH�HGXFDWHG��7KH
LQWHUFKDQJH�RI�NLQGO\�RIILFHV��DQG�DOO� WKH�VRIW� IULHQGVKLSV�RI�ZKLFK� WKH\
DUH�WKH�VRXUFH��EOHQG�ZLWK�D�WKRXVDQG�FURVV�OLJKWV�XSRQ�RXU�OLIH��LQVHQVL�EO\�PROGLQJ� WKH� FKDUDFWHU�� $V�ZH� ILQG�RXUVHOYHV�DOZD\V� LQ� WKLV�QHVW�RI
UHODWLRQVKLSV��WKH�KHDUW�VSLQV�RXW�IURP�LWVHOI�D�WKRXVDQG�GHOLFDWH�WKUHDGV
ZKLFK�XQLWH�XV�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLWKRXW��$V�ZH�DUH�DW�ILUVW�IDVKLRQHG�LQ�WKH)DPLO\��VR��ZKHQ�IXOO\� WUDLQHG��ZH�VOLGH�IRUWK�XSRQ�WKHVH�PRUH�GLIIXVHG
UHODWLRQV��DQG�EHFRPH�DW�OHQJWK�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�JUHDW�FRPPRQZHDOWK�WR
ZKLFK�ZH�EHORQJ��)DPLOLHV� EUDQFK� LQWR� FODQV�� FODQV�� LQWR� WULEHV�� WULEHV�LQWR�QDWLRQV��%XW�ZKHQ� WKH�FORVH�FRQQHFWLRQ�FHDVHV� WR�EH� WUDFHG��DQG
WKH�SHFXOLDU�DIIHFWLRQ��ZKLFK�VSULQJV�IURP�NLQVKLS��LV�ORVW��WKH�JUHDW�SULQ�
FLSOHV��E\�ZKLFK�VRFLHW\�LV�FRQVWLWXWHG��KDYH�EHHQ�ILUPO\�HVWDEOLVKHG��DQGZH�DUH�SUHSDUHG�WR�DFFHSW�DQG�WR�GLVFKDUJH�RXU�UHVSHFWLYH�WUXVWV��

6XFK�LV�WKH�)DPLO\��DV�GHVLJQHG�E\�*RG�WR�EH�WKH�W\SH�RI�DOO�VRFLHW\�
DQG�WKH�PRGHO�RI�DOO�JRYHUQPHQW��/HW�WKH�VWDWHVPDQ�DQG�WKH�SDWULRW��WKHFDVXLVW�DQG�WKH�&KULVWLDQ��KROG�LW�LQ�WKH�HVWLPDWLRQ�ZKLFK�LW�GHVHUYHV��DQG
ZKLFK� ZDV� IL[HG� XSRQ� LW� E\� +LP� E\� ZKRP� LW� ZDV� RUGDLQHG�µ - B.M.
Palmer, The Family, in It’s Civil and
Churchly Aspects, 1876.

A little more than a century ago
the writer could declare with confi-
dence, “An entirely isolated Family
is scarcely anywhere to be found.”
The normal condition of the nuclear
family was to be located near other
family units of the extended family:
brothers and sisters, aunts and
uncles, grandparents and cousins -
all living within a proximity that
made interaction normal.

Today we would have to declare
virtually the opposite: “An entirely
isolated family is everywhere to be found.” Now it is the
rare exception to find a family that lives near the members
of its extended family. The normal pattern is for each indi-
vidual or nuclear family to go its own way. Most extended
families are not just scattered over town, they are scattered
over the country, and their interactions are minimal or non-
existent.

HOW DID IT HAPPEN?
A number of factors have contributed to this dramatic

change over the last few generations. The primary factor has
been the influence of industrialization and the urbanization
it inevitably brings with it. The Industrial revolution moved
the focal point of the economy away from the family farm,
shop, and store to the factories and department stores in the
cities. Whereas a blacksmith used to supply his town and the
surrounding community with his handmade wares through a
local store, his grandson worked at a foundry in a big city
which supplied machine parts for factories in other cities,
which supplied mass-produced wares to nation-wide retail
stores. The children of farmers moved by the millions into
the cities to find work in this new mega-economy. In the
process they left parents and siblings, cousins and uncles,
many of whom were moving in other directions in pursuit of
their own jobs in the new economy.

For several generations now we have had families frag-
menting in the pursuit of better jobs. It was never questioned
whether this job-centered approach to life was wholesome
or destructive. It was just a fact of life in the new industrial
era. It seemed a reasonable way to live since everyone’s
standard of living was being elevated. Material prosperity
seemingly became the only value that was relevant as fami-
lies considered where to live. The result is that we now have
historically unheard of prosperity in the midst of the near
total disintegration of extended family and local community.

A related factor that has led to the scattering of families

is dramatic improvements in transportation, at least if we
define “improvement” in this connection as faster and
cheaper. The invention of the train, then the automobile,
and then the airplane made it very easy for families to
change their location. Moving to California was no longer
a months-long ordeal in a covered wagon; the transfer
could be accomplished in a few days in a car and truck.
This not only made moving less costly both financially
and in terms of its disrupting effect on the family, it also
made the prospect of separation from extended family
seem less costly emotionally since transportation would
also allow the family members to reunite periodically.

A further factor in the disbursing of families was
higher education. As more and more young people in
each generation went off to college and university they
were thus geographically separated from family and often
made their homes near their schools. Or they met some-
one from another part of the country whom they married.
To live near either spouse’s extended family would usu-

ally mean not being near the
other. Often a couple would
choose to live between the two
families so that each could be
reached equally well for an occa-
sional visit - that is if family con-
siderations played any role at all
in their decision as to where to
live.

The predominant focus of
higher education is preparation
for career, not preparation for liv-
ing a family-centered life. One
lesson that was taught by the time
a student graduated was the prior-
ity of career choices over any

other consideration. This contributed to the general social
trend of letting a job determine where one would live.

Another factor in the scattering of families over
recent generations is simply ignorance of the destructive
effects industrialism was having on the family, or perhaps
indifference to these effects. When a son would move
away from the farm into the city to take a job, or when a
daughter would marry a man she met at college and move
with him to another state, the parents and extended family
might have grieved somewhat at the departure of this
loved one. But it was generally accepted as reasonable
and even inevitable that families would break up this way.
After all, the young person was maiing his or her own life
and needed the freedom to create that life without the hin-
drances of family considerations. The cultural value of
the primacy of the individual over the family and other
social units was bearing its fruit within the family units of
this and other modern nations. But families did not have a
self-conscious realization that what they were witnessing
was the destruction of the extended family and the loss of
all its strengths and benefits.

A final factor contributing to the scattering of fami-
lies is the increasing  prevalence of divorce. Each time a
divorce occurs a family is broken and ties to extended
family are shattered or the maintenance of those ties made
very difficult. When a remarriage then occurs extended
family connections are increased even as they are weak-
ened, and the scattering effects of the other factors noted
above are intensified as the number of step-and half-rela-
tives increases. No doubt the general decline in the
importance of family ties and the supposed normalcy of
living in isolation is part of what makes divorce all the
more an outcome for troubled marriages: its cost is not
considered so great when viewed against the backdrop of
already deteriorating family bonds. Nor is the extended
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family available as a support structure and a stabilizing
moral force. Divorce is both a cause and effect of the gen-
eral decline of an extended family life.

A HOUSE IS NOT A HOME
The scattering of families has reached the point where

very few families still have any sense of “home.” They have
no place they look to as the center of extended family life.
No homestead which has housed the family for generations.
No town in which they can still find their cousins and aunts
and uncles. This is almost universally true in larger cities,
though somewhat less so in the countryside. A “home”
today is simply the house a family lives in, usually no more
than five years before moving on to another “home.”

Families today are rootless. They are vagabond fami-
lies. The adjective “vagabond” refers to “moving from place
to place without a fixed home: wandering; of, relating to, or
characteristic of a wanderer” (Webster’s Ninth New Colle-
giate Dictionary). Modern families are wanderers without a
fixed home. we thought of using the word “nomad” to
describe families today, but that
would be too positive a word. A
nomad is “a member of a people
with no fixed residence but wander-
ing from place to place.” The
nomadic peoples of the Middle East-
ern deserts or the Gypsies of Eastern
Europe have moved about season-
ally for agricultural and economic
reasons, but they have done so as “a
people,” as extended families and
well-defined communities. No, fam-
ilies of this nation are simply vaga-

bonds: rootless, wandering nuclear
families with no fixed ties to anyone
or any place.

Though we have been thus far
discussing the breakup of

extended families, we should also note that this scattering
process has also largely destroyed the social influence of the
neighborhood and the local community. When families
inhabit the same house for a lifetime and the same small
town or community over generations, strong relational
bonds are created among the members of the neighbour-
hood and community. These ties have also been eliminated
in the last century or so. Just consider the stifling anonymity
of life in modern day suburbs. Neighbours often do not even
know one another’s names, and due to the frequency with
which families move in and out of the subdivision, often no
real effort is made to develop any bonds of friendship. The
suburbs are simply a place to live during that period in
which a family happens to have taken a job in that particular
area.

This same destructive process has taken its toll on that
vital community known as the local church. Whereas a
community church used to be a vital center of life over the
decades for those who lived nearby, it has now too often
become the temporary stopping place for families who are
moving in and out of the area. Most Christian families today
would need at least two hands to count the number of
churches they have attended during their lives, and these are
the relatively stable families. How many attend the church
they grew up in? Not many at all.

FORWARD TO THE PAST
So far we have been for the most part simply stating the

fact that families have become vagabonds and noting that
this process affects churches and local communities. But we
should now ask, So what? Is this a problem? Is there only
one shape that society can take? Are we merely longing for
the mythical “old days” in which things were supposed to

be better? And, in any case, what’s the point of railing
against changes that are irreversible? Are we supposed to
buck the overwhelming social trends of the industrialized
world?

To cut right to the purpose of this article, let us say
loudly and clearly: Yes, we believe it is time for Christian
families self-consciously and intentionally to buck the
social trends that have been tearing families apart and to
begin the process of reversal. If we are serious about the
long-tern restoration of our families, our goal must be
nothing less than a return to the pattern of extended
families living in close proximity and to the continuity
of family life over generations within a local church
and community. We should indeed aim to restore social
lice to the way it was in “the old days” before the corro-
sive effects of industrialism took their toll on families.
This does not mean that we deny the advances of modern
civilization and seek to live as if it were 1800, but it does
mean that we would do well to restore the family/church/

community network in the midst
of modern society and even refuse
some of the benefits of modernity
to the extent that those benefits
come art the cost of damaging the
small, face-to-face societies that
are the roots of a sturdy civiliza-
tion.

Most Christians will find this
suggestion outrageous because
they will see it as both unnecessary
and impossible of achievement.
The sacrifices required to return to
such a way of life would be enor-
mous if indeed they could be
accomplished at all. [But for us
who are aware of our Identity as
Israel, and who are concerned

about mixing with mixed breeds, who one may not
even be able to identify positively in a few generations,
it is imperative if we are to survive as a people that we
form close-knit churches/communities of extended
families. And, if one is to move, the time to do it is
while your children are still during their early school-
ing years. If you wait till they are in their late teens
and working, you will find it nigh on impossible to get
them to move! CIM] And for what purpose? We may not
have the quaint social circumstances of Laura Ingalls in
the Little House books, but that world has forever been
swallowed up by the realities of progress and the advance
of civilization. Most Christian families are quite happy to
have traded the coziness of community which character-
ized former days for the affluence of today with its myr-
iad of choices for how and where families can live.

We are not writing, however, for most Christian fam-
ilies. We are addressing those of you who have already
begun to think and act “outside the box” of contemporary
life-styles. You have already done the “unnecessary and
impossible” when you chose to homeschool your own
children. While most people don’t believe they can do it,
you saw its value and you did it. Perhaps you have done
the same as you rejected dating and implemented a pro
cess of courtship for your children, or when you left a tra-
ditional church to help start one that better reflects the
family-based patterns of the New Testament church. In
the process of carrying out all these choices you have
come to realize that there is a better way of life than that
taken for granted by your contemporaries. You have
come to see the wholesome fruit of a return to a more
family-centered way of living. And one of the things you
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have come to realize is that homeschooling was just the
beginning of a discovery process. It opened your eyes to the
fact that many of the ways of modern family, church, and
social life are, well, insane. They are unreasonable because
their fruit is bad. The way you have chosen has been bearing
good fruit, and you want to keep discovering the full dimen-
sions of the path back to sanity.

What we have to realize is that a reformation of family
life is more than a matter of making a couple of changes in
how we approach, say, education or preparation for mar-
riage. A total reformation must involve all aspects of family
life, including education, discipline, and discipleship; court-
ship and marriage; work, use of money, and inheritance; role
relationships within the family; family size and issues of
birth control [that’s something that God does - CIM]; health
and medical decisions. But the family exists within a larger
community, for better or for worse. We are suggesting that
we also must seek the reformation of church life, and (the
main theme of this article) the reformation of extended fam-
ily life and life in community.

Some of the process of family
reformation can be accomplished
within the nuclear family apart
from its surroundings. A family
can homeschool even if they live
in a state that is hostile to the prac-
tice and even if they get no support
from parents or local church. But
how much better if that choice can
be supported and reinforced by
those significant people who are
related to the family by blood or
by faith. Not only is this better, in
the long run it is essential. God has
not intended us to live in isolation,
nor can we grow to the fullness of
maturity God intends in any area
of our lives without the support of
others. That is why it is essential,
as part of our long-term goals, to
seek the reformation of the church
and to aim to live within the social
context of extended family and
Christian community.

Those of us who homeschool our children are by nature
rather independent, pioneer types. These character traits
serve us well when it comes to surviving as something of
social mavericks. However, the danger is that we imagine
that making it on our own is a wholesome way of life. It
may be necessary during a transitional phase, but it is not
God’s ideal. He made us to be part of the supportive com-
munities of extended family, church, and community. We
have to overcome our natural independence and apply our
energy to re-establish the larger social networks without
which our nuclear family renewal will not succeed long-
term.
PERSONAL GROWTH REQUIRES A CLOSE-KNIT 

GROUP
The absolute necessity of living within the supportive

environment of a larger community is evident in the New
Testament’s teaching about the church, the body of Christ.
In Ephesians 4:15-16 we read:

“... but speaking the truth in love, [we] may grow up in
all things into Him who is the head - Christ - from whom the
whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every
part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edify-
ing of itself in love.”

Our sanctification as individual believers is organically
dependent upon the sanctification of the whole body to

which we are connected. Obviously the assumption is that
we are and must be a part of such a body, a local church.
Within this body the growth of the whole is caused by the
proper functioning of each individual, and the growth of
each individual depends upon the functioning of every
other individual in the network of relationships. An indi-
vidual Christian cannot be sanctified in isolation from
other believers. Sanctification is by nature simultaneously
a corporate and an individual process.

Now the church is itself modelled on the family (cf. 1
Tim. 5:1-2) and what is true in the church was true first in
the family: here, too, the growth and welfare of each one
is dependent on the proper functioning of each member.
Relationships are crucial to the process of growing human
beings.

But in the normal course of life, a person’s relation-
ships are not limited to those of his immediate family nor
even the local church. Listen again to the words of B. M.
Palmer quoted at the head of this article:

´%XW� LW� LV� LQ� WKH� ERVRP� RI� WKHVHFROODWHUDO�UHODWLRQV��ZLWK�DOO�WKHLU�SOHDV�
DQW�DVVRFLDWLRQV�DQG�LQIOXHQFHV��WKDW�ZH
DUH�HGXFDWHG��7KH�LQWHUFKDQJH�RI�NLQGO\RIILFHV�� DQG� DOO� WKH� VRIW� IULHQGVKLSV� RI
ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�WKH�VRXUFH��EOHQG�ZLWK�D
WKRXVDQG� FURVV�OLJKWV� XSRQ� RXU� OLIH�LQVHQVLEO\�PROGLQJ�WKH�FKDUDFWHU��$V�ZH
ILQG� RXUVHOYHV� DOZD\V� LQ� WKLV� QHVW� RI
UHODWLRQVKLSV�� WKH�KHDUW�VSLQV�RXW� IURPLWVHOI� LQ� D� WKRXVDQG� GHOLFDWH� WKUHDGV
ZKLFK�XQLWH�XV�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLWKRXW�·

God’s design is for persons
to be shaped within families
which are part of larger families
that are part of a family of
believers that is a part of a local
community. As important as the
parents are in the process of
child rearing, their role is meant
to be reinforced by the relation-
ships the child has within widen-
ing circles of influence,
beginning with siblings; moving

out to grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins; encom-
passing other families in the local church who constitute a
spiritual extended family of brothers and sisters and
fathers and mothers in the faith; and finally including as
well neighbours and acquaintances within the local com-
munity. The further from home and the less frequent the
contact, the less influential the relationship, but the accu-
mulated weight of all these ties serves as a vital larger life
context for the values the parents are seeking to instill in
their children. The ideal is to have a larger extended-fam-
ily/church/community milieu in which the worldview of
the parents is taught and lived out.

Though the nuclear family is the most important and
most intimate community for Christians, it is at the same
time just the closest of the circles which represent the
communities that influence the shaping of a human being.
The family is a source of teaching, but to a lesser extent
church and community should teach the same things as
the parents. In the family we find discipline and account-
ability, but these should be evident in the neighbourhood
and in the church as well. The family should be marked
by affection and loving service, but these should also
mark relationships in the church and the community that
surrounds the family.

GOD IS A COMMUNITY 7 MADE US IN HIS
IMAGE

Again we must stress that we are not just aiming for
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some optional ideal of life or a return to some romantic time
in the past. Community is essential to the long-term sur-
vival of the Christian faith in our families and in the
world because that is the way God designed the world.
Actually, community predates creation: God the Father and
His Son has fellowship and communication in spirit, and
cooperate in love. Those God created in His image are made
to reflect the glory of loving, fruitful relationships. God cre-
ated man male and female to come together in a relationship
which fulfills both and which increases their fruitfulness in
accomplishing the tasks God gave them. Fellowship, love,
and partnership in work are central to marriage, family, and
what it means to be human. As a couple has children new
persons are added to this first community and a family
grows. As the family grows new channels of love  and coop-
eration are created  which contribute to the growth of each
member and to their ability to carry out God’s calling. This
process continues in the broader family relationships of the
extended family, and it is recapitulated in the life of the spir-
itual family, the church.

Fellowship is not coffee and donuts at a church meeting.
Fellowship is the intimate association of persons who love
each other, grow together, and work together. God made us
to have fellowship with Him. “God is faithful, by whom you
were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord” (1 Cor 1:9). He made us to have fellowship with Him.
“ ... that which we have seen and heard we declare to you,
that you also may have fellowship with us; and trust our fel-
lowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1
John 1:3) This fellowship is to characterize the Christian
family and the local church. But to the extent that Christians
live near one another and salt a community, it also comes to
characterize a neighbourhood and a town.

The Christian faith is not merely a set of ideas that can
be passed along in a classroom (though it is that in part). It is
a living relationship with the living God which bears fruit in
living relationships with other believers. The faith is passed
on not only by teaching; it is passed on chiefly through the
heart channels which develop between persons who have an
intimate association. This relationship becomes the means of
communicating by life and example what words alone can-
not convey. An hour in a church class, or even many hours
in a church school cannot achieve what simply living day to
day within a Christian family can achieve. And as the effect
of this “living the faith” is reinforced by constant interac-
tions with the extended family, church family, or even neigh-
bourhood, the results are all the more dramatic.

As a culture we have forsaken the small community
model and replaced it with the model of individuals relating
to giant government and big business. There are today very
few long-term face-to-face relationships in the small associ-
ations that are essential not only to the survival of the Chris-
tian faith but to the survival of an orderly civilization. We
have all become cogs in the machine of the industrial/infor-
mation society and vassals of Leviathan government. We
have allowed the dehumanizing of society as we have aban-
doned a family-centered vision for life. In pursuit of the
unattainable and meaningless “global village” we have for-
saken and destroyed the real village that has molded people
for millennia.

We believe that the only answer is to seek the renewal of
each of the smaller units of society which in the past had
shaped generations of children into godly men and women
and provided the foundation for a great nation. If we are
serious about raising up many godly generations and seeing
the reformation of our culture we must begin by reforming
families as well as literally re-forming extended families and
re-forming communities of Christians and local churches.
We will not see national renewal apart from an overturning
of the negative effects of modernity and a conscious embrac-

ing of the values we left behind over a century ago. We
must re-establish genuine Christian community and we
must do so on a multi-generational basis.

LAYING NEW FOUNDATIONS
So how do we go about bucking the cultural currents

of a whole civilization? How do we resist the further ero-
sion of family and community and actually begin to
rebuild society from these foundations up?

To begin with, we will need a long-term vision. We
are not talking here about an outcome that can be
achieved with a weekend seminar, or by a move to the
country, or even by a years-long commitment to home
education, though all these can be a part of the process. It
will take several generations to realize any significant
fruit in returning our culture to sanity and creating new
social models that keep technological progress subservi-
ent to the higher values of family and community.

But don’t despair! The good news is that your family
can take steps that substantially improve your own pros-
pects for re-forming the family and even for re-forming
the church and for establishing a neighbourhood/commu-
nity of like-minded people. You and your children and
grandchildren can change your course for the better even
if the larger social changes never come or are delayed.

There is much that can be said about the subject and
we will return to it in future issues, but for now let’s out-
line a few things you can do to move toward a renewal of
a family-based, community-based vision for life.

(1) Continue what you have started in your own
home. The family must be reformed or there is no point in
getting families together in churches and communities.
[Israel-Identity believers should be cautious in joining
Judeo-christian churches, as their children may finish up
losing the Identity belief in the long term, and their grand-
children will grow up in the Judeo-mainstream - a total
loss!!! Seek out other Identity believers and form commu-
nities and churches with them! CIM]. We will continue to
address those things that make for family renewal: home
education, biblical discipline, character training, family
worship, courtship, finances and inheritance, family char-
ity, etc. Determine that you will take whatever steps nec-
essary to implement biblical patterns in your home.

(2) Commit yourself to renounce the job-centered
life-style. A better-paying job is not a good reason to
uproot your family and tear apart the relationships they
have established. Never again allow job considerations to
be the first consideration in a move.

(3) Never move again except to move in the direction
of Christian community. Consider where you would like
to establish a family homestead for coming generations.
You could start where you are and seek to influence oth-
ers to live near you or win your existing neighbours to
this vision [This may work for Judeo-christians, but
doesn’t usually work for Identity believers, who need to
do more to seek out and live near those of like-belief.
CIM]. You may choose to return to your roots, back to
where you grew up or where some of your Christian
extended family are already gathered. Perhaps you will
choose to move in order to begin or to join a Christian
community where believers live near each other for fel-
lowship and strength. This author (P.H.L.) has done just
that and now lives within a community of like-minded
believers, each in their own home on their own property;
it is a Christian neighbourhood, which we hope becomes
a village in time with its own economy and social life.
(Our goal is not to retreat from the world, it is to
strengthen our faith and obedience so that we can be a
more effective witness to those around us).

Not everyone is going to be able to be part of an
intentional Christian community/neighbourhood. How-
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ever, a pastor has suggested a simple way to assure a gradual
increase in Christian community around the world: don’t
move UNLESS you move next to another Christian fam-
ily. If each believing  family would do this, Christian com-
munity would begin happening all over the place in a short
time.

(4) Secure commitments from your children that when
they leave your home they will remain in your area so that
you all can begin to enjoy the benefits of extended family.
Obviously this assumes you are settled in a place you want to
stay for generations, or at least are willing to stay,. Also, you
will need to teach the vision of extended family and commu-
nity so that your children can be excited with you and don’t
feel like you are just not willing to let them get out on their
own. Your children need to leave your household, cleave to
another (Gen 2:24), and set up their own sovereign house-
hold, but they should do this close enough to the other family
households so that you maintain a family-community of
love, faith, work, and mutual help. (This is another means by
which you can begin to see a Christian community/neigh-
bourhood formed).

In this connection, you would do well to question the
wisdom of sending your children away to college and to
other experiences that will draw their hearts away from home
and family. Can your vision of extended family compete in
your child’s mind with the career-centered vision college will
give him? If he meets someone to marry at college, will they
be inclined to move back to be part of the community or will
they move on in pursuit of other priorities? 

(5) Be a committed part of a local church. Yes, I know,
there is no church near you that shares this vision (or holds
these beliefs, CIM), what a surprise! - and you are wondering
where there is such a church. Hey, even my church is not
100% supportive of all the ideas we are espousing here. We
all have a lot of work to do to see churches that encourage the
family-centered vision of life. meanwhile we must be com-
mitted to the best church that is available to us at the moment
(this just may NOT be possible for Identity believers! CIM).
If you can start a church with some other like-minded fami-
lies, great. But, if not, make the best of your situation. The
principle of fellowship is important enough that you should
attend (even  gathering listening to tapes).

WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE?
Picture life in Christian community. See your children

able to play with neighbours whom you also see at church,
whose parents have the same approach as you to training, to
work, to entertainment. See your older sons spending an
afternoon helping another family in the church build
a fence or a barn, enjoy edifying conversation and
doing their work as unto the Lord. See your daugh-
ters spending days with a mother who has just given
birth so that they can cook the meals and help with
the other children, thus learning a heart for service
and practising life-skills they will use later in their
own families. See your children living nearby so that
you can continue to provide counsel and help as they
set up their families. See yourself helping home-
school your grandchildren, and if God so extends
your life, your great-grandchildren. See the picnics in
your backyard with dozens of your own family and
scores of fellow church members, a community of
faith and life that is a taste of heaven on earth in
God’s Kingdom.

See also the pain of disappointment as a church
friend seems to act selfishly or dishonestly in a business deal-
ing or seems to abandon his responsibilities for spiritual
training in the home. See the pain of a family leaving the
community saying it didn’t work out the way they thought it
would. See financial loss, sickness, and death. A community

of sinners will not always seem like heaven on earth.
See finally the multiplication of such communities

and their interaction across town, across the county,
across the country. See the nation once again led by those
who grew up in such communities, men of faith, of
vision, of integrity - family men who learned to lead a
nation by growing up in a face-to-face community of
faith, and by leading first on the vital level of local gov-
ernment. See a society that welcomes technological
advances and thus takes dominion over the earth for the
Lord, but does so in a way that strengthens families and
local communities rather than destroying them. See the
great increase of men who fear God and whose children
are “mighty on earth” (Ps 112:2).

See, in short, what God’s Kingdom looks like in the
world. See what happens when a biblical way of life is
practised by a society.

This will only happen as you catch the vision and
shape the life of your own family toward the fulfillment
of that vision. You have a little kingdom called “the fam-
ily” over which you (men) can take dominion today. Do
your part in this small arena God has given you, and as
thousands and then millions of other men do the same, by
God’s grace we will see a great advance of the gospel of
Jesus Christ and His Kingdom. And isn’t that what you
and I are here for????&RXUWHV\�3DWULDUFK������32�%R[�����:LOOLV�9$������

(as more families get the vision and move to be in
closer proximity to others, will be the biggest help in
finding your adult children a spouse!)

------------------------------------------------------------6$,17�9$/(17,1(�6�'$<
by pastor Alan Campbell

“Hear ye the word which the Lord speaketh unto you,
O House of Israel. Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way
of the heathen.” (Jeremiah 10:1-2)

In our opening text, God specifically instructs His
Israel people not to learn, practice or imitate the customs
of the heathen; and that includes their pagan festivals.
Despite this, millions of people will celebrate February
14th with cards depicting a pagan god called Cupid, com-
plete with hearts and arrows.

Have you ever wondered about the true origin of St.
Valentines Day? - The significance of the date February
14th - or why the cards are decorated with hearts and fig-
ures of small nude boys called Cupids? Search your Bible
and you will find it silent about the Celebration of any

such day. What then is the
source of this pagan festival
which is a multi-million dollar
money spinner across the coun-
try?

THE FIRST 
ST. VALENTINES DAY
Centuries before the time of

jesus, the population of pagan
Rome observed a fertility or love
feast which began on the even of
February 14. This pagan festival
dedicated to the goddess of love,
was called Lupercalia and was a
time of gross immorality.
According to Hastings Encyclo-
pedia of Religion and Ethics, the

pagan priests or Luperci would clothe themselves with
strips of skin from sacrificed goats and run through the
streets with whips made from strips of goatskin. With
these they struck women who ran into their pathway
desiring to escape the reproach of barrenness.
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The whips were called the Februa. Hastings goes on to
say that the feast was dedicated to the goddess Venus and
was characterized by wanton raillery and unbridled freedom.

According to the book Roman Antiquities by Alexander
Adam, Venus had sons called Cupids who attended her at the
festival and could both arouse passion and make it cease.
This they supposedly did by shooting arrows at the hearts of
their victims. The Cupids were depicted as naked, winged
and blindfolded armed with bow and arrow.

The Greeks called Cupid, Eros, but in fact his origin
goes back even further. In pagan Egypt, this infant god was
depicted holding a heart or the heart-shaped fruit of the per-
sea, sometimes encircled by fire; he was known as the ‘god
of the heart’ (this is the heathen Babylonish origin of mod-
ern-day “Sacred-Heart” devotions in the Catholic Church
system).

VALENTINE’S DAY CHRISTIANIZED
Having seen the pagan nature of the festival, we need to

ask how it came to be accepted by the Christian Church.
Like most of the other babylonish doctrines in modern
Christendom, we can thank Constantine, the so-called “first
Christian Emperor.” Starting his reign , multitudes of pagans
flooded into the church, bringing their heathen customs with
them. Years later, when it became obvious that the Roman
populace would not give up their fertility festival, the com-
promised Catholic Church decided to let them keep it under
another name. In the year AD496 Pope Gelasius I renamed
Lupercalia to St. Valentines Day. As James Frazer puts it in
his book, Studies in the History of Oriental Religion, Con-
stantine and the church leaders ´FOHDUO\�SHUFHLYHG�WKDW�LI�&KULVWLDQ�
LW\� ZDV� WR� FRQTXHU� WKH� ZRUOG� LW� FRXOG� GR� VR� E\� UHOD[LQJ� WKH� WRR� ULJLG
SULQFLSOH�RI�LWV�IRXQGHU�µ�

John Brady writes in Claavis Calendaria, “for almost
every pagan ceremony some Christian rite was introduced.”

Now the Romans could have their love feast, no longer
dedicated to Venus but to the Virgin mary. They could draw
lots for their Valentines, only now with the names of saints
written on them. The name of Valentine was placed on
Lupercalia, as he had been a Christian presbyter who had
been beheaded in AD270 for secretly performing Christian
weddings in defiance of an edict by Emperor Claudius II.

Following the Reformation, St Valentine’s Day became
less of a religious festival, but it did continue with all the old
pagan trappings and today it is still a major source of income
for those who have grown rich from Christmas, Easter and a
host of other non-Biblical festivals. It is time our Israel peo-
ple got back to the Bible, and STOPPED learning the way of
the heathen!

&RXUWHV\�$PHULFD·V�3URPLVH�1HZVOHWWHU��32�%R[������6DQGSRLQW�,'������
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Andrew Sandlin
“Do I not hate them, O LORD, that hate Thee?” Psalm

139:21
This statement by David, as well as scores of others in

Scripture, including several significant ones made by Paul,
no doubt sounds strange - perhaps even offensive to the ears
of many modern believers. The apostle in one instance says:
“If any man preach another gospel than ye have received, let
him be accursed” (Galatians 1:9). The idea of a Christian’s
hating not only wickedness but wicked people is largely
incompatible with the religious sentimentalism pervasive in
modern Western Christianity epitomized in the popular but
spurious expression, “Love the sinner; hate the sin.”

It is plausible to assume that this sentimentalism can to a
certain degree be attributed to the influence of theological
liberalism.1  A sentimental attitude towards God’s enemies
does not square with Biblical precedent. If we imitate the

example of God and His people as revealed in Scripture,
our disposition toward the wicked must be much more
austere.

This attitude does not refer to mankind in general; it
refers to the overtly wicked and vicious individuals
whose actions destroy lives and damn souls - this is those
who are actively seeking to subvert the kingdom of God.

Our Attitude Toward The Wicked
For example, the blood of the martyred saints cries

out to God with regard to their murderers, “How long, O
Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our
blood on them that dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:10). I
suspect that many Christians today would have
responded, “Lord, don’t harm these your wicked enemies;
give them time to be saved. Don’t be cruel to them.” The
apostle John observed that “much people in heaven”
rejoiced at the utter destruction of the vile Babylon (Rev
19:1-3). The utter destruction of an evil society, or the
death of a cruel dictator, ought to be an occasion of praise
and gladness, as it was for the saints as is recorded in
Revelation 19.

Defective View of God
In many cases, one supposes, Christians’ queasiness

over the proposal of God’s judgment of the wicked flows
from their defective view of God Himself. Because God
is a perfectly balanced Being, His attributes are equally
ultimate. He is equally a God of kindness and justice,
mercy and judgment, love and hate.2 It is not our discre-
tion to conform God to our distorted image; we must
accept Him as He has revealed Himself in His Word.

Prayer for Judgment on the Wicked
While Scripture affords clear examples of dedicated

believers who remonstrated with God to delay or with-
draw impending judgment on His own people (e.g. Abra-
ham for Lot, Moses for Israel), it is equally reticent about
any such appeal on behalf of the heathen and the wicked
on the part of God’s people. All to the contrary the obvi-
ous and frequent examples display God’s children as
actually invoking God’s wrath on the heathen. The impre-
catory Psalms3 contain petitions by David and others for
God to harm and destroy wicked individuals. These are
called imprecatory Psalms because an imprecation is call-
ing down of God’s curse. Paul’s imprecations recorded in
Galatians 1:7-9 and implied in 5:12 parallel the psalmist’s
imprecations.

As Revelation 19:2 makes clear, those who rejoice at
the demise of God’s enemies are impelled by a desire to
uphold the righteous judgment of God. That is, they’re
more concerned with God’s justice and righteousness
than they are with the welfare of wicked individuals.
They are careful not to reverse the order of the first and
second great commandments: loving God with all of
one’s heart and then loving one’s neighbour as oneself
(remember, the neighbour is one who does good to oth-
ers! CIM).

What Are The Sentimentalists Really Saying?
What sentimentalists are really saying when they balk

at praying for God’s judgment upon evil individuals is
that they are uneasy about a cause and effect relationship
between sin and judgment. If we hate the evil, vicious
result of pornographers, abortionists and cultists, yet we
simultaneously shrink from requesting God’s judgment
on the perpetrators, we are really saying that we dislike or
disfavour a world in which judgment follows sin.

When sentimentalists concede that they yearn for a
world in which judgment is the consequence to be
delayed until the final judgment, what they are really say-
ing then is that they are willing to sustain all of the evil
results of the vile individuals. This would necessarily
accompany a desire for God to delay His judgment
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because of the sentimentalists’ queasiness over God’s judg-
ing wicked people. In other words, they prefer homosexual-
ity, dismembered infants, and child molestation to God’s
judgment on homosexuals, abortionists, and child molesters.

The pattern of the Biblical saints is different: the prayers
of God’s saints for His judgment on the wicked implore Him
to act immediately, without delay (Psalms 79:5,6; Rev.
6:10). They despise the horrid results of evil workers and
know that those results will be cut off as soon as the evil
workers themselves are cut off.

Judgment as Grace
They are aware, as we should be, that judgment is a form

of grace, just as grace is a form of judgment. God executed
His judgment upon Christ in order that He may extend His
grace to us. (2 Cor 5:21). Similarly, God extends His grace
to His people (Israel, CIM) when He destroys the wicked,
because in destroying the wicked, He is averting their evil
works that so plague God’s children and mankind.

Isaiah knew the truth of which sentimental Christians
are ignorant: “Let favour be shown to the wicked, yet will he
not learn righteousness” (26:10); yet, “when Thy judgments
are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righ-
teousness” (26:9). God’s judgment - not His favor - leads the
world to righteousness. We should petition God’s judgment
on the wicked because judgment is a form of grace.

“Up” With Imprecations4

It is not unreasonable to assume, therefore, that the terri-
ble moral and spiritual plight the Western world is presently
suffering is due partially to the sentimental attitude of the
Christian Church. They are like citizens in a democracy who
castigate the politicians but who neglect to vote. They hate
perversion, abortion, and cults, but they are too queasy and
sentimental to pray for God to judge perverts, abortionists,
homosexuals and cultists. They suffer from a sort of irratio-
nality that accompanies those who refuse to affirm and per-
form the whole counsel of God.

Worse, no doubt some of them are reluctant to practice
imprecatory praying because they believe that increased evil
is a precursor to the Lord’s return. In other words, they enjoy
the spread of evil because it indicates that the Lord is coming
soon - “Yes, things are pretty bad; but praise God for the
increased murder of infants, spread of AIDS, and molesta-
tion of children, because that means Jesus’ coming is right
around the corner.”

If that attitude seems perverse to you, that’s because it is.
When we hate God’s enemies (not our own [Matt 5:44]), we
demonstrate our love for God (Psalms 139:19-22). Whehn
we cry out to God to judge speedily the wicked, we are
expressing our hatred for the harmfulness of evil deeds and
our desire that they be frustrated (Rev 6:9-11).

We must be certain that it is God’s enemies, not our own
whom we hate (Psalm 139:21,22); and we must be sure our
own hearts are clean in the sight of God (vv 23,24).

If we love God and hate evil, we should hate His ene-
mies and pray that they, and consequently their evil works,
be judged.

Literature Cited
(1) See Charles Ryrie, basic Theology (Wheaton IL:

Victor Books, 1986), 295, 296.
(2) Peter Ruckman, “Sovereign Grace Compared With

Biblical Salvation,” Lockland Baptist Witness, April 1958,2.
(3) See Psalms 7,35, 55, 58, 59, 69, 79, 109, 137, 139.
(4) Imprecations are defined as: prayerfully uttered

curses on God’s enemies. Fortunately, imprecatory prayer is
experiencing a revival among Bible-believers; see Bill Hall,
“Imprecatory Prayer,” Faith For The Family, March 1981,
10-14; Editorial [Bob Jones], idem, p2; Gary North, When
Justice is Aborted, 90-94.

&RXUWHV\�7KH�9LUJLQLD�&KULVWLDQ�,VUDHOLWH��%R[������5RXQG�+LOO�9$������
---------------------------------------------------------------

)URP�7KH�3DVW:    Newsletter #1, Jan 1986
Bible Law Quiz

In Deuteronomy 1:3, Moses gave three qualifica-
tions for elected leaders. what were they? In verses
16 and 18, Moses used the words “at that time.”
“That time” is recorded in Exodus 18:13-27. Four
additional qualifications for leaders are listed; they
are?

So, in today’s world, those who “fear God” and,
therefore, meeting one of Moses’ qualifications for
political office are: (pick one only!) 1. Atheists; 2.
Agnostics; 3. Christians; 4. Jews (by religion). There-
fore, the three which are left are disqualified from
holding office in a Christian Nation. Will you apply
this test when next you vote for someone in politics?

---------------------------------------------------------
Well, here we are, another Camp come and gone.

While the numbers were not as good as expected, those
that were here had a great time of fellowship and discus-
sion, as well as having some excellent messages to digest
and discuss. The travel is always a bit of a problem when
speakers have to come from so far away. Especially now-
adays when overseas travellers have to be at the airport a
number of hours prior to departure because of “extra
security”, which really just seems a synonym for “harrass
white travellers.” We have finished editing the video
tapes, and have almost done so with the audio tapes (see
order form). So even if you weren’t able to come, you can
still share in the messages, which were really exceptional.
We had a number of outings and sight-seeing tours. The
usual run around the Atherton Tableland, with a picnic
lunch at Lake Eacham. We also had several swims at Five
Mile Creek, and at Mission Beach. There were some very

warm days, Don commenting that he had come from 33o

temperatures into 33o temperatures - the difference being,
Kentucky temps are in Fahrenheit, and Queensland temps
are in Celsius. However, we still managed to get 6-3/4
inches of rain during the camp as well, so the weather
was quite varied. It was sure good to get that rain as we
had been dry for a long time. We have had some rain
since then, through the middle of January, and it is pleas-
ant to get it during what would otherwise be a very hot
dry time. Overcast skies help to keep the sun out, and the
rain is a bonus. We appreciate very much that our Heav-
enly Father provides us with the rain when we seem to
need it most. Orders for material and support have been a
little slow over the last few months, perhaps due to the
time of year?? Hopefully this will improve as things get
back into normalcy now. I was saddened by the return of
a newsletter envelope marked “Please return to sender -
deceased.” This has happened quite a few times lately,
and it means the numbers continue to decline. Where are
the next generation to carry the message on? Is the whole
message going to die out with this generation? Should not
everybody be making an effort to at least have some of
their children carry it on? I realize that in part this is due
to isolation, and therefore it is necessary for people to
form communities of believers - “churches” if you like!
So read thoroughly the article beginning on page 7, and
give it your consideration. Phil Lancaster said it well.
Thank you to those who have continued with their letters
and support, They are very much appreciated and read,
even if we can’t reply to all. May the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, bless you, and keep you safe and in
health,
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