
THE MOST RIDICULOUS AMERICAN RELIGION
The two Great Awakenings in the United States were

drastically different:
The First Great Awakening
1760-1780
Calvinistic
“fire and brimstone”
essential doctrines
formal church services 
God’s election
verification of creeds
deification of God
local church authority
dogmatic
irresistibility of the Holy Spirit
The Second Great Awakening
1798-1840
Arminian
“make a decision”
emotional
frontier campsites
man’s free will
rejection of creeds
deification of man
restoration movement
chaotic
“mourner’s bench”
The revival of the Second Great Awakening shook the

foundations of the religious structure of the West. Conser-
vatives clung to the old creeds; while the restorationists
demanded that the creeds be thrown into the scrap heap,
and a return made to the simple truths of the New Testa-
ment. One of the chief reformers of the day, Alexander
Campbell, voiced the spirit of his time when he declared he
would dissolve the whole superstructure of the church. He
asserted that, “Christian union can result from nothing
short of the destruction of creeds and confessions of faith,
inasmuch as human creeds and confessions have destroyed
Christian union” (A Short History of the Christian Church,
Hurst, p.557).

The religious awakening had for sometime engrossed
the minds of all to the practical exclusion of baptism, but as
one by one the reformers sensed that it must play some part
in the scheme of conversion, it became once more a subject
of controversy. Beginning with Walter Scott in 1827, it
spread quickly to the rest of the Campbellite movement:

Alexander and Thomas Campbell, Sidney Rigdon, and oth-
ers. And when their new gospel of “baptism for the remis-
sion of sins” was preached, the growth of this restoration
movement grew rapidly.

But while there was a growing acceptance of this new
baptism doctrine among many who were fed up with the
rigid, divisive attitude that was present among many of the
denominational churches, many of the restorationists began
to separate over other issues. For example, the issue of
musical instruments, including pianos and organs, being
used in the music portion of the church service and the for-
mation of communal societies caused two major schisms.

THE LITTLE KNOWN REFORMER
Most Christians are familiar with many of the restora-

tionists whose efforts produced churches that came into
being as a result of the Second Great Awakening and the
restoration movement. Barton Stone, Alexander Campbell,
Thomas campbell, Walter Scott, and Joseph Smith are
probably the most well known. from their efforts came the
Disciples of Christ Church, the Church of Christ, the Chris-
tian Church, and of course, the largest of them all—the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and hundreds of
their offshoots.

Even  though the Campbells, Walter Scott, and Barton
Stone were originally Presbyterians, they were baptized by
Baptists and for a short period of time were associated with
the Baptists. They originally were called leaders of the
Reformed Baptist Movement. But Walter Scott, one of the
youngest of the reformers, came to the opinion that instead
of trying to reform the Baptists that it would be better to
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start a new church. As a result, they were able to proselyte
more baptists into their movement than any other denomi-
nation. If it weren’t for the Baptists, the Campbellite move-
ment would have probably failed.

The most important Baptist convert for the movement
was an ordained Baptist preacher by the name of Sidney
Rigdon. Ordained in 1820, Sidney joined the Campbellites
at a great financial sacrifice to his family. After resigning
from the Baptist church at which he had been pastor, this
popular and influential preacher quickly became a major
asset for their movement, even though for two years [1824-
1826] he had to support his family by working as a tanner.

While a young boy, Sidney fell off of his horse and suf-
fered a major head injury. This accident is given as a possi-
ble reason for his bizarre behaviour. Today, he would be
diagnosed as being “bi-polar” or “manic-depressive.”
When he was in a “manic” phase he was dynamite. He had
a tremendous amount of energy and he was a very persua-
sive orator. As a preacher, he was one of the most popular
in the entire Midwest. He was a most important addition for
the restoration movement of the Campbells as he prosely-
tized many baptist to their move-
ment. His contribution to the
Campbellite movement is now
very seldom told because of what
happened in 1830.

Pastor Rigdon became con-
vinced of the importance of having
a church communal society as well
as some other doctrinal issues.
While a pastor at a rather large
church at Mentor, Ohio, Rigdon
preached at a conference of the
Mahonony Baptist Association
where he presented his new ideas.
Thomas campbell followed with a
message that discredited Rigdon’s
views. This occurred in the fall of 1830 and led to the
defection of Rigdon from the movement in which  he had
been one of the main founders. Thus, you will seldom hear
much about him in regards to the founding of the Disciples
Church.

But only three months after his defection, four men
(Parley Pratt,  Ziba Peterson, and Peter Whitmer) who were
recent Mormon converts and Oliver Cowdery, who was an
original member approached Sidney about this new reli-
gion. Parley Pratt was also a former Campbellite preacher
and friend to Sidney. But he had just experienced a quick
conversion to Joseph Smith’s group; one day he preached a
sermon as a Campbellite preacher and the next as a Mor-
mon elder. After meeting with Joseph Smith in New York
State, the four men were on their way to Missouri on a mis-
sion trip to the American Indians (Lamanites). They dis-
cussed this new religion and left with Sidney their new
book—The Book of Mormon. After reading the book, Sid-
ney Rigdon shortly thereafter also was baptized and joined
the restoration movement of Joseph Smith.

THE BOOK OF MORMON
The Book of Mormon that converted Sidney gives the

history of one group of people (Jaredites) who were scat-
tered from the dispersion at the Tower of babel to North
America. It also tells the story of some Israelite families
who were living in Jerusalem immediately prior to the
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by the Babylo-
nians in 507 BC. It traces the journey of these Israelite refu-
gees to North America who became the American
“Indians.” After arriving in this continent, they soon
divided into two major groups: the good branch, the Nephi-
tes and the bad branch, the Lamanites. As the story goes,
after the death and resurrection of Jesus, He paid a visit and

preached to the Nephites in America. Later in 385 AD, the
Lamanites annihilated the Nephites who were under the
command of Mormon in a battle located in what is now
upper New York State. Shortly before their defeat, Mormon
commanded his son Moroni to finish writing the sad tale of
the destruction of the Nephi people. Thirty-six years after
the aforementioned final battle, Moroni, who was the last
surviving Nephite, finished the Book of Mormon and bur-
ied the golden plates on which it was written in order to
preserve them for a future generation.

About fourteen centuries later [1823], this same
Moroni was sent from the presence of God to appear to
Joseph Smith. [NOTE: Even though the Mormons call
Moroni an angel, that can’t be. Moroni was, according to
the Book of Mormon an Israelite who died and then became
a resurrected being—whatever that is. God created angels
as angels—they are not Adamites who have died and then
later have been transformed into an angel by being resur-
rected]. Over the next six years, Moroni appeared to Joseph
more than 20 times:

(1) Revealing to him where the gold tablets were bur-
ied,

(2) Tutoring him for his call-
ing as a prophet, and 

(3) Giving him counsel and
information concerning the acqui-
sition, translation, and guardian-
ship of the Book of Mormon
plates.

In September of 1827, Joseph
was finally allowed to get the tab-
lets and he began the hard and
long task of translating them. 

His friend, Oliver Cowdery,
was a scribe in this process of
translating for Joseph Smith.
Joseph, who along with his father,

were money-diggers; that is, they hired themselves out to
prospectors who were looking for buried treasure [Span-
ish]. They, by means of divining stones [occult] were sup-
posedly able to help the adventurers find the treasure. But
he wasn’t that good at it. In 1826 Joseph was arrested for
misleading his client in regards to finding treasure by this
method.

Since the golden plates were written in reformed Egyp-
tian hieroglyphics [NOTE: I have not been able to find an
explanation as to why the language used by the Nephite
historian was Egyptian hieroglyphics—where and how did
Moroni learn this language?], Joseph used one of his “seer
stones” to translate the golden plates. Sitting behind a cur-
tain [like the Wizard of Oz], he would look at the stone that
he placed in his hat and by that means was able to translate
the plates. The plates were not in the same vincinity as
where he was “translating”—in other words—he did not
look at the plates to translate, but he looked at the “seer
stone.” One could wonder why he actually had to un-bury
them! It is worthy to note that no one, besides Joseph, ever
actually saw the plates. Since there had to be a lot of gold
plates [the Book of Mormon is rather long], they had to be
both heavy and of considerable size [or number](recom-
mended listening: TAPES OF THE MONTH).

Oliver Cowdery baptized Joseph Smith and Joseph
baptized Oliver. These reciprocal baptisms were done at the
order of John the Baptist! This supposedly restored the
Aaronic Priesthood. But the Aaronic Priesthood was a
priesthood for those who were exclusively qualified
descendants of Aaron and their work was limited to the
Tabernacle/Temple of the Old Covenant era. This tempo-
rary Priesthood ended with the Priesthood of Jesus over
1800 years prior to this time.
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Later the Apostles Peter, James and John [NOTE: More
people from the dead] instructed Joseph to be baptized into
the Melchizedec Priesthood too. This, of course, was
infringing into the Priesthood of Jesus Christ Himself. With
both Priesthoods restored and the Book of Mormon finally
translated, Joseph Smith, along with six other men, orga-
nized the “Church of Christ” on April 6, 1830 in Fayette,
New York. 

SUDDEN AND BIZARRE
With the Campbellite restoration movement rapidly

gaining converts, the strange religion of the Mormons
seemed doomed to oblivion. But very quickly, their for-
tunes changed. Rigdon’s conversion and the missionary
aftermath that followed transformed Mormonism from a
sect of about one hundred members to one that was a major
threat to Protestantism in the Western Reserve region of the
United States.

As the ex-Baptists had provided the nucleus for the
Campbellite movement [1825-1830], so ex-Campbellites
provided the nucleus for the Mormon movement [1830-
1836]. The campbellites and the
Mormons both appealed to the
same group of people. Thanks to
Sidney Rigdon, the Mormons suc-
cessfully raided the Restoration
movement. In 1832, the headquar-
ters of the Mormon Church was
established at Rigdon’s former
Campbellite communal society at
Kirtland, Ohio. And it was there that
the first Mormon Temple was built.

Joseph Smith had a “revelation”
that Sidney Rigdon was to be his
“John the Baptist.” And so important
was Sidney Rigdon to the Mormon
movement, that many religious his-
torians consider him to be the real
founder of Mormonism! Even more
so than Joseph Smith himself—Sid-
ney Rigdon is the one who is
referred to as— “The first theologian
of the Latter-day Saints.”

HEADQUARTERS AT KIRTLAND, OHIO
And it was at Kirtland where a lot of bizarre things

happened. While staying near Kirtland in Hiram, Ohio, in
1832, both Sidney and Joseph were literally “tarred and
feathered.” It seems that Joseph had made improper
advances with the wrong person’s daughter. While sleep-
ing, a group of men kidnapped them from the house and
tarred and feathered them. Joseph wrote later that he
thought that Sidney had been killed during the attack.

They also built the first Mormon Temple. At this newly
built Temple, they had what Elder Rigdon describes at its
dedication service as the “greatest Pentecost since the days
of Acts 2.” To help finance the building of the Temple, the
Church after being refused permission to start a bank, cre-
ated an “anti-bank” bank. They called this financial institu-
tion the Kirtland Safety Society bank and they issued their
own currency. But this illegal “anti-bank” failed. And many
people lost a lot of money. With the failure of the Bank,
unpaid debts, lawsuits and criminal charges against them,
and a good number of disgruntled ex-Mormons opposing
them,  on January 12, 1838, both Sidney and Joseph fled
during the middle of the night and went to Missouri where
a settlement of Mormons had been established since 1831.
TWO MAJOR MOVEMENTS NEAR CLEVELAND

The building of the Mormon Temple at Kirtland, Ohio
was happening on the east side of Cleveland in the 1830’s.
Missionaries were coming and going. And much planning
was happening at their newly founded headquarters. At the

same time, on the west side of Cleveland, Oberlin Semi-
nary, with thirty-four “Lane Seminary rebels,” was also
beginning to grow in influence. Pastor Charles Gradison
Finney had been appointed as the Head of the Theology
Department and pastor of the Oberlin Congregational
Church. And the spread of their teaching of liberal theol-
ogy, radical abolition propaganda and their building of their
Underground Railroad terminal was quickly becoming
known throughout the nation. And living near both was a
little boy—John Brown, whose father was a trustee at
Oberlin College. The Kirtland Mormon Temple and Ober-
lin Seminary—both being built at the same time less than
thirty miles apart, with Cleveland in  the middle!

THE CHURCH AT MISSOURI
Things at Missouri did not go very well with the Mor-

mons from the very beginning. They had settled in Jackson
County near Independence, Missouri because of a revela-
tion of Joseph Smith in 1831. He prophesied that the Amer-
ican Indians (Lamanites) were to become a great people in
the last days and they were to assist the Mormons in build-

ing the Millennial city of New Jeru-
salem or Zion in Missouri. This
included a Temple.

At first sixty settlers from New
York State arrived in Jackson
County in 1831. Later as thousands
of more Mormons arrived, hostilities
broke out and the Mormons were
chased into Clay County after only
two years. They remained in Clay
County only until 1836. Then they
were expelled to Caldwell and
Daviess counties until they were
completely driven from Missouri in
1838.

One of the problems with the
Mormons was that they isolated
themselves. “To validate their
uniqueness they minimized social-
ization with outsiders and empha-
sized their differences. Being

eccentric made them feel special, and they did not under-
stand that what seemed to be solidarity to them appeared to
be insularly to outsiders, an exclusivity they would provoke
tragic misunderstandings, persecution, and bloodshed.

The deciding distinction between (other closely bonded
religious) groups and Mormons was that the former neither
sought political power [the Mormons voted en-bloc for the
same candidate or provision]  nor pressed their opinion on
outsiders through newspapers or proselyting. They viewed
the Promised Land (Missouri) as their God-given entitle-
ment [NOTE: They taught that the land near Independence,
Missouri was the location of the ancient Garden of Eden
and the Jesus’ Second Coming would take place in the
adjacent county of Daviess]. They proclaimed that high-
minded belief to native Missourians, who naturally took
umbrage” (www.lds-mormon.com).

Embarrassing to Mormon historians, ten days after the
Mormons signed a treaty by the leading of the Spirit of God
to leave Jackson County, Missouri; [July 23, 1833] Joseph
Smith received a revelation from God [August 2, 1833]
(History of the Church, vol 1, p.394). He was given the fol-
lowing contradictory revelation while he was miles away in
Kirtland, Ohio: The revelation given to Joseph Smith was
that at Zion [Independence, Missouri] the Temple would be
built and it would be the location of the regathering of the
lost ten tribes of Israel. It was to be an everlasting inheri-
tance, which would never be moved because God was there
[Doctrine and Covenants 29:7-8; 57:1,3,5; 84:2-4; 97:10-
11, 18-29]. But in February the Mormons, at a great finan-
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cial loss, were forcibly expelled from the very place that
the revelation had said they they would never “be moved
out of her place.” The Latter-day Saints found temporary
refuge in Clay County across the Missouri River opposite
Jackson County.

Missouri was already in a chaotic, tense state with the
issue of slavery. Most of the old settlers were from the
South and pro-slavery. Since the Mormons were antislavery
and because many of the Mormon settlers had come from
Kirtland, Ohio, which was near the radical abolition center
of Oberlin, this added to the hostility due to the conditions
of the Missouri Compromise. And when Sidney Rigdon
preached his famous “Salt Sermon” in June 1838 and his
fiery Fourth of July oratory in which he advocated war
against the settlers of Missouri, trouble quickly erupted:

And that mob that comes on us to disturb us, it shall be
between us an them a war of extermination; for we will fol-
low them until the last drop of their blood us spilled; or else
they will have to exterminate us, for we will carry the seat of
war to their own houses and their own families, and one
party or the other shall be
utterly destroyed.—Compre-
hensive History of the
Church, V.1. p.441

The speech was approved by
Joseph Smith and was printed in
a weekly newspaper as well as
in one of the church’s publica-
tions. Soon thereafter the church
led battles against non-aggres-
sive former Mormons and mis-
takenly encountered a battle
against Missouri’s own militia at
the battle at Crooked River. As a
result of the injuries and deaths
that had been suffered by the
militia at the hands of the Mor-
mons, Governor Boggs immedi-
ately drafted his extermination
order on October 27, 1838 because the Mormons “have
made war upon the people of this state” (The Mormon
Hierarchy, p.100). Both Sidney and Joseph were put in jail,
along with Parley Pratt, Lyman Wight and Hyrum Smith on
October 30, 1838 and were charged with: Treason against
the state, murder, burglary, arson, robbery, and larceny.

 A HISTORICAL CONTRAST
As the Mormons faced extermination in their “Prom-

ised Land” of Missouri by the order given by Governor
Boggs; at the same time, halfway across the globe in South
Africa, the Afrikaners faced extermination from their
“Promised Land” by the savage Zulu warriors. The Afri-
kaners had made “The Great Trek” to get away from the
heavy-handed rule of the British at Cape Colony which was

 “contrary to the laws of God and the natural distinction of
race and religion, so that it was intolerable for any decent
Christian to bow down beneath such a yoke, wherefore we
rather withdrew in order to preserve our doctrines in purity”
(The American Renaissance,” June 2004).

The Boer’s intention was not conquest. Their desire
was to live separate from the world of integration and to
occupy a land in and around the Transvaal, north of the
Orange River, which had been largely depopulated by tribal
warfare. Just less than two months after General Boggs
drafted his extermination order against the Mormons, the
Afrikaners made a covenant with God:

Here we stand, before the Holy God of heaven and earth,
to make to Him a vow that, if He will protect us, and deliver
our enemies into our hands, we will observe the day and date
each year as a day of thanks, like a Sabbath, and that we will
erect a Church in his honour, wherever He may choose and
that we will also tell our children to join with us in commem-

orating this day, also for coming generations. For His name
will be glorified by giving Him all the honour and glory of
victory.

The 15,000 Zulus attacked the 464 Afrikaner men at
dawn on December 16, 1838 near the banks of the Ndome
River. By the end of the day more than 3,000 Zulu warriors
were dead and not one Boer was killed! The apartheid
nation of South Africa was spared by divine intervention.

Which Church was of God? The Church of the Vow,
the memorial church that the Afrikaners built in Pietermar-
itzburg in 1841 or the Mormon Temple being built at the
same time in Nauvoo, Illinois?

NAUVOO, ILLINOIS
The remainder of the Mormons [15,000] fled across the

Mississippi River to Quincy, Illinois. While there they pur-
chased dome swampland near the town of Commerce, Illi-
nois and admirably built this wasteland into a major city in
a short period of time. They changed its name to Nauvoo.
Amazingly, by the early 1940’s, this city rivaled Chicago
for being the LARGEST city in Illinois. And this was the

location of the second Mormon
Temple.

Both Sidney and Joseph
were out of Jail after about five
months. Sidney was released
first, and Joseph escaped several
months later. They both eventu-
ally rejoined their fellow Mor-
mons at Nauvoo. At Nauvoo, the
work of the missionaries was
beginning to bear fruit. With
their absolute conviction that
the Second Coming was immi-
nent and that they were engaged
in the last gathering prior to the
end of time, many converts,
even from foreign countries,
were coming to the last gather-
ing place: Nauvoo. An important

immigrant to Nauvoo was Arthur Niebaur, who arrived in
1841. Arthur grew up in Prussia where he has studied to be
a rabbi. Therefore he was well versed in the Kabala. But
instead of finishing his rabbinical studies, he instead stud-
ied and became a dentist in England. While in England he
married and was converted to Mormonism by some of their
missionaries.

He and his family then made the long trip from Eng-
land to the Gulf of Mexico, up the Mississippi River to
Nauvoo. While there he became the personal tutor for
Joseph Smith in the subjects of Hebrew, German, Greek,
and the Kabala (Zohar). This fact, along with the incident
where Sidney and his nineteen-year-old daughter, Nancy,
refused Joseph’s polygamist desire to make Nancy one of
his wives, lessened Sidney’s influence on Joseph Smith and
the Mormon Church. After Sydney’s demise, a major shift
occurred in Mormon doctrine. Suddenly, Mormonism took
on a new sudden and bizarre twist—MASONIC and
KABALA DOCTRINES AND RITUALS.

There were established in Nauvoo three Masonic
lodges (there were only five in the entire state). And the
endowments [new rituals of the Temple] paralleled the ritu-
als of the Masonic Lodge. Even the Temple itself was deco-
rated with Masonic symbols. The major tenet of the
Masonic Lodge became the major tenet of Mormonism:
Man can become a god; the promise that Lucifer made to
Eve (Genesis 3:4,5).

Joseph Smith and ALL of the officers of the Mormon
Church were at this time Masons. Many were Master
Masons. Not surprising, the goal of the Masons also
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became the same goal of the Mormons: The transformation
of a man to a god. In addition, polygamy flourished,
although publicly denied. Celestial weddings were initi-
ated. And the most bizarre of all: baptism for the dead was
practiced.

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD
In order to understand the theological character of

Mormonism, one needs to recollect that Sidney Rigdon,
and several of his associates, had been followers of Alexan-
der Campbell. They had been thoroughly drilled by the
self-styled reformer. Immersion for the remission of sins
had been their favourite theme, nor did it cease to be so
when they embraced Mormonism. Keep in mind that
Campbellite preacher Walter Scott, followed subsequently
by other Campbellite preachers, had been preaching bap-
tism for the remission of sins since 1827, almost two years
before the following vision happened with John the Baptist,
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery. In fact, it is well docu-
mented that Walter Scott had baptized William Amend in
New Lisbon, Ohio on November 18, 1827 for the remission
of his sins [Memoirs of Alexander Campbell, Vol. 2, pages
207-214]. Hundreds of such baptisms occurred between
this first baptism of Amend and this incredible vision,
which is recorded in official Mormon literature:

While translating the Book of Mor-
mon at Harmony, Pennsylvania, on
May 15, 1829, Joseph Smith and Oli-
ver Cowdery become concerned about
baptism for the remission of sins as
described in 3 Nephi 11. They went
into the woods to pray for enlighten-
ment. Both record that a messenger
from heaven, identifying himself as
John the Baptist, laid hands on them
and ordained them to the Aaronic
Priesthood, saying, ‘Upon you my fel-
low servants, in the name of Messiah,
I confer the Priesthood of Aaron,
which holds the keys of the ministering of angels, and of the
gospel of repentance, and of baptism by immersion for the
remission of sins; and this shall never be taken again from
the earth until the sons of Levi do offer again an offering
unto the Lord in righteousness.’ —Joseph Smith—History
1:69.

This should present some obvious questions and obser-
vations:

1. Why didn’t John the Baptist know that the Campbel-
lites had ALREADY RESTORED the gospel of the immer-
sion for the remission of sins eighteen months earlier?
There were many Campbellite preachers in the vincinity of
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery at that time.

2. Since both the Campbellite churches and the Church
of Mormon baptize for the remission of sins, then which
one is valid or are they both valid?

3. LDS teach that the authority to administer the ordi-
nance of the baptism for the remission of sins is held by
bearers of the Aaronic Priesthood (Doctrine and Covenants
13; 107:20). Since the Campbellite preachers are not bear-
ers of the Aaronic Priesthood, this would make the bap-
tisms by the Campbellite churches invalid in the eyes of the
Mormon Church. For the same reason, how could the bap-
tisms of Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery be valid by
LDS standards since they were baptized BEFORE they
were confirmed into the Priesthood of Aaron! 

4. The New testament Book of Acts, chapter 19, verses
1-6 records where the Apostle Paul (of the tribe of Benja-
min) instructed a preacher by the name of Apollos, who
had previously been baptized only by John the Baptist (of
the tribe of Levi) to be rebaptized. So why would the
restored church revert back to the baptism of John the Bap-
tist?

5. What would John the Baptist have to do with the
Priesthood of Aaron? His father was of that Priesthood, but
he was not. For that Priesthood was only valid in the minis-
tering of the Tabernacle/Temple period of the Old Cove-
nant.

6. Thomas Campbell in a letter that he wrote to Sidney
Rigdon shortly after his conversion to Mormonism chal-
lenged the position of the Mormon Church that “none were
duly authorized to administer baptism for the space of 1400
years [since the end of the nephi civilization] to the present
time.” That would imply that the church would have been
extinct for that long period of time—including, of course,
the newly formed Campbellite churches. The implication
of this doctrine is staggering: according to Mormon doc-
trine—there was not any true church in existence and there
had not been any one “saved” during this entire period of
fourteen centuries [425-1430]!

7. Both of these restoration churches teach that those
who do not receive remission of sins through baptism BY
THEIR CHURCHES are NOT born of God and exclude
themselves from the Kingdom of God (Alma 7:14-16; Doc-
trines and Commandments 84:7).

But the Mormon Church came up with an extra special
provision for those who died without experiencing baptism

for the remission of sins. The ex-
Campbellite reformers who became
leaders in the Mormon Church thought
of Mormonism as being “Improved
Campbellism.” They took the doctrine
of baptism for the remission of sins
and raised it to another level. They rea-
soned that since millions of people
lived before the restoration of Christ’s
Church [meaning the Latter-day
Saints], the Temple ordinances were
not available to them during their life-
time. This was also true, they rea-

soned, for those millions who live and die without ever
hearing the name of Jesus Christ or without accepting the
gospel that He taught. Therefore, they devised a way that
provision could be made for these great multitudes of peo-
ples that have died without that opportunity.

Their solution? The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day saints (LDS) devised the doctrine that all saving ordi-
nances, including baptism and sealing, can be performed on
earth on behalf of the dead. Proxies can be made for the
dead—by this strange method, Mormons can theoretically
“save” everyone who has ever lived [NOTE: The only per-
son they refuse to have a proxy baptism for is Adolph Hit-
ler]! But this has created a modern day problem. not
everyone is happy about having his or her dead ancestors
“saved” by Mormon proxy baptism.

A MODERN PROBLEM
The following is copied from an article published in the

May 20, 2004 issue of The American Israelite (weekly pub-
lication of the Hebrew Union Seminary of Cincinnati, Ohio
[reformed Judaism]}, “Jews Posthumously Baptized by
Mormons,” by Iris Ruth Pastor, Managing Editor:

“Truth is stranger than fiction. This is not a rumour, nor
a tall urban tale. This is a fact: Jewish Holocaust victims
are being baptized posthumously by the Church of Jesus
Christ of latter-day Saints. And they have been for many
years. 

“Salt Lake City genealogical researcher, Helen Radkey,
found at least 20,000 in the church international genealogi-
cal index and church officials said that proxy baptisms have
been performed  for nearly every one of the 400 million
names in their data base.

“Dr. Racelle Weiman, director of the Center for Holo-
caust and Humanity Education said that famous Jews such
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as Albert Einstein, Golda Meir and Chaim Weizmann have
also been posthumously baptized. Records for Anne Frank
and her extended family, plus 268 Dutch Jews killed in Pol-
ish concentration camps, were all known to have been post-
humously baptized

“Weiman said every one knows Mormons have a great
information data base. “What they are doing may be funny
to us because we don’t take them seriously,” said Weiman,
“but this is in fact a life-stealing identity which they have
no right to do ... Identity theft is theft and the Church [of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints] should come clean this up
like you would clean up an oil spill.”

“In 1995, Ernest Michel, chairman of the World gather-
ing of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, helped broker an agree-
ment with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
to stop the action of proxy church baptisms posthumously
given to Holocaust victims and other deceased Jews. In
spite of the agreement, Radkey has found that Mormons are
continuing to posthumously baptize Jews.

“In a meeting in December 2003, a group met again to
discuss the Church’s apparent breach of its agreement to
stop posthumously baptizing Jews. A spokesman for the
Mormon Church said the meeting
was positive and productive, but did
not elaborate on the outcome.

“Mormon  spokesman Dale Bills
said that the practice of proxy bap-
tism is a means of expressing love
and concern for those who have pre-
ceded us.

“Rabbi Marvin Hier, founder of
the Simon Wiesenthal Center, sees it
differently. “It is ridiculous for peo-
ple to pretend they have the key to
heaven ... it is not a symbol of love,
it’s a symbol of arrogance,” said
rabbi Hier, as quoted in an Associ-
ated Press article by Mark Thieseen.

“Michel asked Sen. Hillary Clin-
ton (D-NY) to intervene in this matter and she met in
March with Sen. Orrin Hatch (R_UT), member of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day-Saints. At press time,
neither senator’s office had gotten back with this writer
regarding the issuance of a public statement.

“Michel said that if the Church cannot be convinced to
stop this practice, his group will consider other options.”

VERIFIED BY THE BOOK OF MORMON
The Campbellite preachers had been famous for their

ranting against all creeds and sects yet they were going
about to establish a new sect, while, to vindicate their
creed; they published a new translation of the NewTesta-
ment. From the success at the temporary popularity of
Campbellism, the Mormons took their cue, but they have
far out distanced their forerunner. Not stopping with a new
translation, they published to the world a new revelation as
though inconsistency of establishing a new sect was not
sufficient; they attempted to found a new religion, still
keeping up their clamor about the sectarian of all but them-
selves.

As Joseph Smith himself wrote:
We still continued the work of translation, when in the

ensuing month [May, 1829], we on a certain day went into
the woods to pray and inquire of the Lord respecting bap-
tism for the remission of sins, that we found mentioned in
the translation of the plates.

FOUND MENTIONED IN THE PLATES
The Mormon doctrine of baptizing for the dead has as

its roots the doctrine of baptism for the remission of sins,
which is found written in the Book of Mormon. The word
“Gentiles” means “non-Mormon.” The following two por-

tions quoted from the golden plates are from the Third
Book of Nephi:

The latter-day Gentiles are commanded to repent and
come unto Christ and be numbered with the house of Israel
[Between AD34 and AD35].1. Hearken, O ye Gentiles, and hear the words of Jesus Christ, the
Son of the living God, which he hath commanded me that I should speak
concerning you, for, behold he commandeth me that I should write, say-
ing:

2. Turn, all ye Gentiles, from your wicked ways, and repent of your
evil doings, of your lyings and deceivings, and of your whoredoms, and
of your secret abominations, and your idolatries, and your murders, and
your priest crafts, and your envyings, and your strifes, and from all your
wickedness and abominations and come unto me, and be baptized in
my name, that ye may receive a remission of your sins, and be filled with
the Holy Ghost, that ye may be numbered with my people who are of the
house of Israel.— 3 Nephi 30:1-2.

2. And it came to pass that when Jesus has spoken these words
unto Nephi, and to those who had been called, (now the number of them
who had been called and received power and authority to baptize, was
twelve) and behold, he stretched forth his hand unto the multitude and
cried unto them, saying:

Blessed are ye if ye shall give heed unto the words of these twelve
whom I have chosen from among you to minister unto you, and to be
your servants; and unto them I have given power that they may baptize

you with water, and after that ye are baptized
with water, behold, I will baptize you with fire
and with the Holy Ghost, therefore blessed
are ye if ye shall believe in me and be bap-
tized, after that ye have seen me and know
that I am.

2. And again, more blessed are they
who shall believe in your words because that
ye shall testify that ye have seen me, and
that ye know that I am. Yea, blessed are they
who shall believe in your words, and came
down into the depths of humility and be bap-
tized, for they shall be visited with fire and
with the Holy Ghost, and shall receive remis-
sion of sins.—3 Nephi 12:1,2.

A THEOLOGICAL “U” TURN
What started out to be a protest

against the dogmatic creeds of the Protestant churches and
an attempt to unify Christianity wound up to be just the
opposite—more dogmatic beliefs and sectarian divisions.
Even the two main restoration groups became bitter ene-
mies with each other! The opposed restoration of the gospel
and the priesthoods became the creation of a new gospel
and an attack against true Christianity.

Nauvoo, Illinois became the headquarters of the Mor-
mons. And there they built their second Temple [1841-
1846] and established a theocratic government with the
largest militia, including any of the states. But before the
Temple could be finished, trouble erupted again. opposition
from ex-Mormons as well as non-Mormons began to
increase, as revelation of some of their “restored” doctrines
became known:

1. God was in time past a man who lived on another
planet who became a god. He is not an eternal being.

2. Jesus and Lucifer are brothers. Jesus became the sav-
iour only after His salvation was approved by a vote of the
Council of the gods.

3. Men who are Mormons and who follow Mormon
teachings, becoming initiated into a higher state, become
gods of their own planets. As gods they may have millions
of wives and enjoy endless sex.

4. Baptism for the dead.
5. Celestial weddings.
6. Polygamy—Joseph Smith had fifty wives.
7. The Old and New Testaments of the Holy Bible are

flawed, imperfect and inferior to the works of Joseph
Smith.

In addition to their strange doctrines and Temple ritu-
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als, they were becoming an economic and political threat.
The industriousness of the Latter-day Saints is legend.
They took a waste area an in a few short years transformed
it into a major industrial, agricultural, and political force.
productive farms and thriving businesses made nauvoo a
powerful commercial center. And a political power? Joseph
Smith ran for President of the United States in 1843. And
his running mate for the Vice-President?—Sidney Rigdon.

This dream of a communal society by Sidney Rigdon
came to a sudden end. In 1844, Joseph Smith solicited both
Robert Foster’s wife and William Law’s wife to enter into a
married state with him. As a result of this covetous behav-
iour , both men left the Mormon Church and started a pub-
lication [“The Nauvoo Expositor”] that exposed many of
Mormonism’s bizarre beliefs. Smith was angered by this
literature. Vindictively, he ordered the destruction of the
printing press that printed the exposing articles. For this
deed, he was jailed in a neighbouring town and was later
assassinated by a mob in an old-fashioned shoot-out.

Once again, after the death of Joseph Smith, their
Prophet, the Mormons were told to leave the area where
they had been living. Sidney Rigdon felt that he should be
the successor of Prophet Smith. But instead of being cho-
sen as the new leader of the Mormon Church, this loyal,
dedicated founder was ex-communi-
cated. Brigham Young was chosen to
be the new leader, although there
were splinter groups that did not fol-
low him.

Later Sidney Rigdon was for-
given and asked to be the leader of agroup of Mormons in the Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania area. As the main
group of Mormons moved to Utah
[at the time Mexican territory] and
established the state of Deserte,
other groups left Nauvoo and went
to Wisconsin and Missouri. And Sid-
ney Rigdon faded from importance.

Today, few Mormons know that Sidney Rigdon influ-
enced Mormonism between 1831 and 1839 more than per-
haps anyone—including Joseph Smith. Rigdon was
Smith’s spokesman as well as Mormon’s primary theolo-
gian. Rigdon was responsible for Mormonism’s current
two-tiered priesthood structure, their moving to Kirtland,
building the Kirtland Temple, the belief of an immanent
second coming, helping Joseph Smith in the translation of
the Bible and portions of the Pearl of Great Price, the Word
of Wisdom, the United Order. He was instrumental in the
naming of the church and the term “Latter-day Saints,” the
writing of the Lectures on Faith, the settling in Nauvoo, the
building of a new Jerusalem and Zion in Missouri, and he
was LDS’s first President, just to name a few of his accom-
plishments.

Strange, but the two largest restoration movements:
The Campbellite and the Mormon—owe so much to this
same man. And yet, for the most part, they have rewritten
their own history so that his importance has been omitted.
Hardly, anyone today, including those who are members of
the plurality of churches that have inherited his theology,
have even  heard or know his name.

Theologically, the Mormon Church evolved with ele-
ments of Campbellism, Masonry, Swedenborgism and the
Kabala—what a mess! A new, ridiculous religion that
today has nearly ten million members in over one hundred
different Mormon denominations who trace their inherited
theology to an uneducated money-digger with a “seer
stone” and a brilliant man with a mental disorder.

........... to be continued
--------------------------------------------------------------

 CHRISTMAS
and the

FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

This notice reflects the “narrow minded” Faith of our
Puritan Forefathers. What shall we think of such narrow
mindedness?

In Massachusetts, Williams Bradford, second governor
of Plymouth Bay Colony, was recorded as telling his offi-
cers, “We must take the sternest measures against this pop-
ish day.” The December 25 of 1620, the first spent in the
New World by the Mayflower Pilgrims, was spent felling
trees “in order to avoid any frivolity on the day sometimes
called Christmas.”

Then on May 11, 1659, in Massachusetts, the colonial
legislature passed its anti-holiday
law, reading, “Whosoever shall be
found observing any such day as
Christmas ... shall pay for every
offense five shillings.” The law’s
pre-amble explained its purpose was
“for preventing disorders ... (by)
observing such festivals as were
superstitiously kept in other coun-
tries to the great dishonour of God
and the offense of others.”

No people on the face of this
earth have been more maligned and
criticized for their stand for God

than the Puritans. Why? Because they had the courage to
espouse the “narrow way” instead of the “broad.” They
repeated the things which Jesus said, and tried as best they
knew how to obey His Word. Their reward has been a vin-
dictive hatred by this world.

Puritan, puritanical and Puritanism have come to be
disreputable words in our language. In Roget’s Thesaurus
they are associated with: severe, prudish, strict, harsh, dour,
rigid, rigorous, exacting, inflexible, obdurate, austere, strin-
gent, strait-laced, coercive, arbitrary, tyrannical, oppres-
sive, cruel, arrogant, stiff, formal, prim, and smug, -- just to
mention a few! The rhetorical disclaimer of, “Well, of
course, I don’t want to seem puritanical, but -” is made with
a mixture of pain, horror and contempt.

Ask almost anyone what “Puritan” suggests to him and
he will likely list things like “sex hang-ups,” “lack of con-
sideration for local witches or sodomites,” “repressive laws
and ordinances.” or “a sour, joyless way of life.” Yet, such
stereotypes are far from the truth of history. The negative,
“prudish” view of sexuality as being low or dirty comes
from Catholic “church fathers” and not from our Puritan
New England roots.

For instance, “Saint” Augustine called womankind “the
devils gateway” and said he couldn’t imagine “that woman
was made for a help for man, if the work of childbearing be
excluded.” Jerome wrote that honourable husbands should
“abstain” from such relations with their wives. Peter Lom-
bard warned Catholics against sexual acts, even if the pur-
pose was for conceiving a child. The Roman church has
kept such anti-sex propaganda going for centuries.

In sharp contrast to all this, the Puritans viewed sexual-
ity as wholesome in marriage. But they would say of love
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that, “it must be kept subordinate to God’s glory.”1 They
did not shun physical love as an evil but sought to keep it
within God’s scriptural limits and not let it become an idol
in itself. They strictly forbad promiscuity, adultery or sod-
omy which our modern  ‘enlightened’ society has come to
accept.

neither did they hold to the Gnostic (Judeo-Christian)
religious ideas of asceticism and celibacy. Their clergy for
the most part married young and “their church offered no
monastic retreat for men [or women] too much troubled”2
about the opposite sex, as many churches do to this day.

What about the “witches” they supposedly burned?
Well, the hanging (not burning) of nineteen or twenty per-
sons plus a dog at Salem, Massachusetts in 1692 was an
isolated case of fanaticism, deeply regretted and repudiated
by those living at the time. It was an isolated case, not
reflective of the Puritan attitude but has been exploited by
every anti-Christ since then as a reason NOT to obey God’s
Law.

And finally, those “awful” Blue Laws. Having failed to
“purify” the Anglican church, which Henry VIII had bro-
ken off from Roman Catholicism,
thousands of Puritans emigrated to
America where they intended to
establish a Biblical theocracy, a
Zion, a righteous society they could
not achieve in England.3 Their
desire was to re-establish God’s
heavenly kingdom with Jesus Christ
as King in their generation and for
their posterity. Exactly what true
Christians have been called to do, is
it not? Our Puritan Forefathers were
not without fault, but they were
deeply earnest, zealous, self-disci-
plined, systematic and well-ordered
in their personal lives, families and
communities: qualities that our gen-
eration could well emulate. Qualities not segregated merely
to “church” but to be practiced in every area of life—espe-
cially business and government.

Jonathan Edwards one of the best known Puritan
preachers spoke of the practice of his Christian faith as “the
business of his life.” Awed with the majesty and greatness
of God, they covenanted to obey His Law and submit them-
selves to His Kingdom, knowing that He was watching
their every action. They believed their Bibles without
doubting. They believed John (Mark 1:15) when he said
“...the time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand:
repent ye, and believe the gospel.” And, they believed jesus
their King when he said (Matthew 12:28) “...the Kingdom
of God IS COME unto your.” Christ’s Kingdom rule was
an ever present kingdom government, not relegated to
some future so-called “Millennium” to come after they
were dead and buried.

In short, the anti-Christ historians have given us a cari-
cature view of the Puritans - distorted at best, and more
likely purposely falsified. The Puritan sought to be like
Jesus his master in espousing a “pure” religious conduct
before God. They believed the Lord when he said his King-
dom had come, and felt responsible to reject the Babylo-
nian system and replace it with God’s government.

Their integrity is our heritage and is reflected in our
founding documents which have brought untold blessings
to our Nation. So next time you hear someone putting down
the Puritans, you may want to remind them that they were
distinguished for their “Puritan Work Ethic” - utilitarian-
ism, inventiveness, industry, sobriety, common sense and
“Yankee ingenuity.”Remember that they held a stern belief
in the Sovereignty of God and the accountability of man

which gave them their extraordinary sense of personal
integrity and dedication to hard work which in turn laid the
foundations for America. Benjamin Franklin is one of
many examples which could be cited as a product of puri-
tan virtues.

John Bonnell has rightly pointed out that, “No Chris-
tian today has the right to poke fun at the narrowness of our
forefathers. Our breadth has come to us at the expense of
depth. We are broad and shallow; they were narrow and
deep.4

So, what about Christmas? To the Puritan, any celebra-
tion rooted in the pagan heathenism of history was to be
shunned as disobedience to God’s command of scripture to
“learn not the way of the heathen” (Jer 10:2). they stand in
sharp contrast to the modern “Christian” would tell us, “I
know Christmas is pagan BUT I’m celebrating Christ’s
birthday.” “Hypocrisy!” The Puritan would shout. Jesus
said, “And why call me Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say” (Luke 6:46). Did He tell you to celebrate his
birth? december 25th is not His birthday anyway! Is it just
an oversight that God left that out of the Bible?

In 1776, in the War of Indepen-
dence, General Washington took
occasion on the night of December
25th to cross the Delaware and
attack the British army which was
comprised mostly of German merce-
naries (Hessians) camped in Tren-
ton. The Hessians were celebrating
the heathen holiday around their
Christmas Tree ( the first one seen in
America). Washington’s troops took
them by surprise, giving America
our first major victory over Britain.
God saw fit to establish that victory
as the turning point of the war.

Earlier, the great British Chris-
tian leader, Oliver Cromwell,

removed the “boisterous” heathen holiday that had been
foisted upon them by the Catholics and King Charles. On
December 25th, 1647, the town criers passed through the
streets ringing bells and shouting, “No Christmas! No
Christmas!” In 1660, Catholic King Charles II reestab-
lished Christmas in Britain.

Dear Christian brother or sister, do you have “the faith
of our fathers?” Do you desire to be “broad and shallow” or
“narrow and deep?” God give us American Puritans!

FOOTNOTES:
1. Quoted in Letha Scanzoni. Sex and the Single Eve (Grand Rap-

ids: Zondervan, 1968), p. 35.
2. Samuel Morrison, “Puritanism and the Intellectual Life,” in Pat-

terns in American History (Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth Publishing Co.,
1968), p. 75.

3. Time Life Books, The New World, Vol 1: Before 1775, p. 86.
4. Quoted in Wallis, A Treasury of Sermon Illustrations (New York

and Nashville: Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1950), p. 165.  
Courtesy The American Christian, PO Box  740 Grangeville ID 83530

-----------------------------------------------------------------
A BRIEF THEOLOGY OF GIVING

Curt Lovelace
Unfortunately, in many churches there is little or no

teaching about giving. Pastors are often reluctant to preach
on the topic. Congregations often perceive such topics as
thinly-veiled requests for a raise on the part of the pastor.
Of course, there are churches—and other preaching
places—in which the only topic seems to be sacrificial giv-
ing.

What is the proper balance? What should we be teach-
ing about the tithe? Why should the Smith family consider
giving a considerable portion of their hard-earned cash to
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the church and other ministries? Perhaps just a brief look at
a theology of giving will provide some insight.

God’s Word contains abundant teaching on the subject
of money. Among other things, God says that Christian giv-
ing should be regular, universal, and proportional.

Christian Giving Should Be Regular
In these early days of the 21st century, the movement

of money from place to place and account to account
occurs with amazing speed and efficiency. We can make
bank deposits and withdrawals, pay bills and buy and sell
stock with the touch of a few keystrokes. One thing that
hasn’t changed, however, is the fact that creditors still want
their bills paid on time. This is the attitude that the Chris-
tian should take with his giving to the church and Christian
ministries. In 1 Cor. 16:1-2 Paul wrote:

“Now about the collection for God’s people: Do what I
told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every
week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in
keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come
no collections will have to be made.” (NIV).

Our giving is a regular “bill.” It’s due regularly. Paul
says, “When you come to church on Sunday, have your
money ready. Don’t fumble for cash.
Don’t start writing your check as the
ushers head down the aisle in your
direction. Have it ready.”  Paul teaches
us that not only is it good to be consis-
tent in our giving, but that we should
have thought about it ahead of time.
Giving is not to be merely a knee-jerk
reaction to a particularly poignant
request (though this does not rule out
giving a little extra in some instances).
Nor should it be a guilty response to
the basket’s appearance at one’s pew. It is intended to be a
prayerful response to God’s great love and mercy. Paul
reinforces this concept when he writes, “Each man should
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluc-
tantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
(2 Cor. 9:7).

Does this “every Sunday” rule preclude giving at dif-
ferent intervals? What if I only get paid once a month? The
point of Paul’s statement to the Corinthian churches was
that we are supposed to regularly put aside the amount that
will be given. We are not paying for our ticket to the wor-
ship service—or to God’s Kingdom—when we put money
in the offering.

Christian Giving Should Be Universal
Not everyone is expected to give when the offering

plate, or bag, or other collection device is passed around the
sanctuary. In answer to the expected question: “Who
should be giving to the church?” Paul answered, “Each of
you.” Of course, that leaves the question: “Who ... me?”

Paul, when he wrote this letter to the Corinthian
churches, was addressing Christians. He had no expectation
that anyone else would even be interested in giving to the
church. His remarks were intended for “those sanctified in
Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those
everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ—their Lord and ours” (1 Cor. 1:2). The apostle was
calling upon Christians to be liberal in their giving. He was
not asking for handouts from the world. Though it is a topic
for another day, we might incorporate this thought into our
thinking about church fundraisers and government funding
for our Christian programs.

The group that Paul addressed in this letter, though
united in its collective allegiance to Christ, was not homog-
enous. “Each one of you,” means men and women, rich and
poor, young and old. In the church at Corinth—as well as in

the Galatian churches which had received the same instruc-
tion—there would have been a microcosm of the society at
large. Sailors, merchants, trades people, and all other ele-
ments of the culture would have been represented. All were
instructed to be generous in their offerings for the work of
the church. This, of course, brings up the question, “How
generous?”

Christian Giving Should Be Proportional
Paul’s directive that each one should “set aside a sum

of money in keeping with his income,” is a call to propor-
tional giving. It might be paraphrased, “If you have more
give more; if you have less give less.” The key thing for us
to understand here is that Paul is writing in terms of per-
centages, not fixed currency amounts. This of course,
brings up the old question about tithing. “Must I give a lit-
eral 10 percent?” Isn’t that an Old Testament requirement?

The response can be given in several steps:
1. Tithing is an Old Testament principle of proportional

giving. (Lev. 27:30-33,34; Deut. 14:22-29, 26:12-15; Neh.
13:5,12).

2. Tithing is not explicitly commanded in the New tes-
tament.

3. Tithing is not countermanded in
the New Testament, either.

4. Jesus suggested that tithing is a
basic Christian practice. (Luke 11:42)1

So what do we conclude? We are
told in the New testament that we are
to give proportionally—that is, on a
percentage basis—and the Old Testa-
ment scheme of proportional giving
which has never been countermanded
requires the giving of a tenth of our
income (or increase). This would seem

to indicate that the percentage in question is 10 percent.
When we add to this understanding the fact that Jesus lists
the tithe as a basic duty, shouldn’t we conclude that Chris-
tians ought to be giving at least 10 percent of our where-
withal to the Lord’s work?

We are instructed to be cheerful givers. We are also told
that we should give only what we have decided to give in
our own hearts. Paul and Jesus both make it clear, however,
that this decision-making process should begin at 10 per-
cent.

Reasons To Go Beyond the Tithe
The spirit of the Sermon on the Mount is that while the

moral law is not in any way rescinded, Christians are not to
be legalistic and stick to precise rules without thought to
the consequences of our adherence. jesus taught that we are
to go beyond legalism to the heart and the spirit of the law.
We are to understand the import of the law and exceed its
expectations.

To that end it would prosper us to read some of the
admonitions of the New Testament regarding giving. We
are taught that:

• We should give of our all (Luke 21:1-11)
• It is right for us to respond to needs (Acts 11:28-30)
• It is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35)
• Our giving should be generous. (2 Cor. 8:1-4)
• We shouldn’t give grudgingly (2Cor. 9:5-10)
• We should give in order to develop character (Phil.

4:17)
A Word About Need

When we talk about need and giving, we can look at
the topic from two perspectives. First, there are people who
have needs which can be met by Christian giving. Probably
more important, however, is the recognition that Christians
need to give.

There are a lot of needs in the church. General
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expenses such as utility bills, maintenance expenses, and
salaries are very real. They need to be dealt with in God-
honouring fashion. The physical needs of the people can
also present a great need. A first century example allows us
to look at both the need to receive and the need to give.

The churches at Jerusalem were in great need. There
was widespread famine. The situation was described in
Acts 11:27-30:

“During this time some prophets came down from
Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood
up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine
would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened
during the reign of Claudius). The disciples, each accord-
ing to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers
living in Judea. This they did, sending their gift to the
elders by Barnabas and Saul.”

Paul and Barnabas took up a collection for the needy.
They asked members of the church to give money to help
people they didn’t know. It is appropriate for us, in the
church, to have the occasional poignant request for emer-
gency funds.

Very instructive are Paul’s remarks regarding the gen-
erosity of the Macedonian churches.
Recorded in 2 Corinthians 8:1-15,
Paul writes:

And now, brothers, we want you
to know about the grace that God
has given the Macedonian churches.
Our of the most severe trail, their
overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty welled up in rich generosity.
For I testify that they gave as much
as they were able, and even beyond
their ability. Entirely on their own,
they urgently pleaded with us for the
privilege of sharing in this service to
the saints. And they did not do as we
expected, but they gave themselves
first to the Lord and then to us in
keeping with God’s will. So we urged
Titus, since he had earlier made a
beginning, to bring also to comple-
tion this act of grace on your part.
But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for
us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincer-
ity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of oth-
ers. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so
that you through his poverty might become rich.

And here is my advice about what is best for you in this
matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also
to have the desire to do so. Now finish the work, so that
your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your
completion of it, according to your means. For if the will-
ingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what
one has, not according to what he does not have.

Our desire is not that others might be relieved while
you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. At
the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so
that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then
there will be equality, as it is written: “He who gathered
much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did
not have too little.”

Christians want to give. They have a need to give.
These Christians, who who Paul was writing, were average
folks. They weren’t giving out of great personal wealth.
These people gave willingly. They gave more than was
comfortable.2 They gave in accordance with God’s will.

Today’s Christian also wants to give—when he or she
has been instructed regarding giving in all its richness. As
the registrar of a conference on Reformed theology a few
years back, I was admonished by an attendee that though he
had paid (an admittedly small) fee to attend the conference,
he wanted an opportunity to give more to the work of the
sponsoring organization. I had deprived him of an opportu-
nity to worship God and share of his abundance by not
scheduling an offering during the conference, he informed
me. It never happened again.

Results: the Bottom Line
For the most part, the results of our giving are obvious.

The hungry get food, the church building gets painted, the
pastor gets paid. But there is more to it than that. It is,
indeed, a blessing to give. Paul wrote:

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. Each man should give what he has decided in
his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all
grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, hav-
ing all that you need, you will abound in every good work.

As it is written: “He has scattered
abroad his gifts to the poor; his righ-
teousness endures forever.” (2 Cor.
9:6-8).

Givers are blessed when they
give. But they are not the only recip-
ients of God’s grace. For Paul
teaches later in this same chapter:

“This service that you perform
is not only supplying the needs of
God’s people but is also overflowing
in many expressions of thanks to
God. Because of the service by
which you have proved yourselves,
men will praise God for the obedi-
ence that accompanies your confes-
sion of the gospel of Christ, and for
your generosity in sharing with them
and with every one else. And in their
prayers for you their hearts  will go
out to you, because of the surpassing

grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his inde-
scribable gift!

They will know that we are Christians by our love.
Hurting, needy people can be introduced to the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by our obedience, whether it be by
sharing of our time, our treasure, or our talent.——

1. In this passage Jesus is recorded as saying, “Woe to you Pharisees,
because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all kinds of garden herbs,
but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the lat-
ter without leaving the former undone.” The “former,” which Jesus says should
not be left undone, is the tithe!

2. It is worth noting here that God calls us to give a proportion. He wants
us to give sacrificially (see v. 3), but He does not want us to sacrifice our fam-
ilies. We should give until it hurts, not until it cripples (see v.13).
***********   Chalcedon Report

GOD’S KINGDOM TAX
By Mark Rushdoony

In 1979 my father, Rousas John Rushdoony, co-
authored a book with Edward Powell entitled Tithing and
Dominion. They very cogently presented the tithe as the
means God has appointed to finance the work of His King-
dom, and showed that the tithe was, in effect, God’s tax on
His people. Surprisingly enough, this gem of a work has
never sold well, for at least two reasons. First, it repre-
sented the tithe as a requirement, a tax that God demands.
This goes against modern antinomian Christian attitudes.
Many wish to think of anything they give God as a gift of,
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in effect, grace on their part to God. The idea of obligation
runs counter to the modern Christian’s mindset. They see
their wealth as their own and all they give to God, if any-
thing, as an act of piety. Second, many churchmen have had
no use for my father’s teachings on tithing because he saw
the tithe as distributed by the tither and not the church. Fail-
ure to understand and obey God’s requirement of tithing is,
however, a great impediment to the reconstruction of a
godly order, as it represents an overt rebellion within the
number of those who identify themselves as citizens of His
Kingdom.

GOD’S TAXATION
In a godly society, the state would be small and limited

in power. In Israel, God made no allowance for a property
tax or an income tax. The predicted demands of the state
for a tenth (equal to the social tithe due to God) was consid-
ered a sign of oppression (1 Sam. 8:15-17). The poll or
head tax (Ex. 30:11-16; Num. 1:1-3) was a uniform tax on
each adult male that was to finance the necessary adminis-
tration of justice and defense. Because it was uniform, and
not progressive, it had to be small enough that all could
afford it. God’s taxation required a limited funding for a
limited state.

God, however, demanded far
more of man than He allowed the
state. God required tithing. It is com-
mon to refer to “the tithe,” though
there were actually three distinct
tithes. The first, or “social” tithe
(Lev. 27:30-33; Num. 18:20-32) was
a tenth of one’s increase (what you
were increased by in produce, live-
stock, or income) and was paid to
the Levites who, in turn, gave a tenth
of their income or increase to the
priests for use in worship (Num.
18:25-32). The second, the “festival”
or “rejoicing” tithe (Deut. 14:28-29;
14:22-27; 16:3,13,16) was used by
the family to celebrate God’s good-
ness. The third, or “poor” tithe (Deut
14:28-29) was made every third year
of labor.

The tithe was not a gift; it was God’s tax. Only what
was beyond tithing was an offering. As a tax. it represented
what all taxes do, a claim to priority. If you do not pay your
state or federal taxes, you will suffer property forfeiture and
possibly the loss of your freedom (imprisonment). An arti-
cle this week in my local paper told the story of a local man
who ignored  a $120 bill from his homeowner’s associa-
tion. His house was recently sold at a public auction. the
tithe, likewise, is a claim of God’s sovereignty over all we
own and represents man’s obligation, not his offering.

THE BENEFITS OF TITHING
Tithing allows for a free society. It means the individ-

ual has the authority to put his tithe where he sees a godly
work performing a necessary service and necessitates that
the recipient be worthy of the tither’s confidence. Every ten
tithers represent more financial clout than their average
income. This represents a tremendous power by the tither
completely lost in the economics of the modern state. in a
tithing society, not only property but also social functions
are private.

The financial basis of God’s Kingdom is tithing. With-
out tithing, the Kingdom will lack the resources necessary
to its growth. While God’s power controls the extent of His
Kingdom, if we expect its growth without the obedience
God requires, we are in the dangerous position of demand-
ing miracles while in rebellion.

Tithing would provide systematic, planned giving with

a concurrent requirement of financial responsibility. Both
on the part of the tither  as the dispenser of God’s tax, and
on the recipients to demonstrate that theirs is, in fact, the
Lord’s work. The power of such a society would lie, not in
the state or the recipients of state funding, but in a very
large segment of society, one too large to be controlled. The
power of such a society would rest with its productive citi-
zens. Centralism and tyranny would have no source of
funding.

Man must be responsible for how his tithe is used. This
is impossible with statist taxation and social welfarism. It is
also impossible with church-managed tithing, as the tither
is many degrees removed from the end use of the tithes.
The believer must see God as the owner and Lord of all cre-
ation (Ps. 24:1), who upholds all things with His power
(Heb. 1:3). The believer, then, is the steward of God’s cre-
ation and, in particular, the resources entrusted to him. The
question must constantly be before us: “Who owns and
who stewards?” Modern statism assumes ownership and
control by the state (again, try not paying any tax). The
state owns, the state collects, and the state stewards “its”
property, all with a view to increasing its power and control

while its leaders seek political
rewards for “their” benevolence. In
statist tyrannies (a “tyranny” is a
system that rules without God), this
is brutally apparent. In statist
democracies, however, we often
overlook the same phenomenon. In
an attempt to represent the “will of
the people,” various groups seek to
manipulate the public treasury and
the law in order to control others
through the legislative power of the
purse strings. Still, the state owns the
resources of society and stewards
them, only hypocritically doing so as
the voice of the people. God’s tax
meant freedom for the individual to
steward his wealth according to his
conscience before God (many today
see this freedom as a way to tithe

very little or nothing at all) . God’s tax means freedom for
men. Statist taxation means both society and freedom are
controlled by the steward state. Church taxation means the
church is assuming the responsibility that is rightfully that
of the tither. The church must be funded, but it need not be
the steward of all tithes and offerings.

HOW GOD ENFORCES HIS TAX
God will enforce His tax, but not through any human

agency. Despite the fact that the tithe was mandatory and
avoidance represented the theft of God’s property (Mal.
3:8-9), Scripture provides no method of, nor grounds for,
enforcement by any human agent. God, however, says He
will enforce the tithe by means of blessings on obedience
(Pr. 3:9-10; 19:7; Mal. 3:10; Deut. 14:28-29) and judgment
for disobedience (Pr. 28:27).

We are called to tithe and to enforce it upon ourselves
as an act of obedience and self-government. If the church
claims all rights to the tithe, it claims an authority and a
social regulatory function God never intended for it. If the
state claims the right to administer what is God’s (such as
in Colonial America’s enforced tithe) it attempts to assume
the power God confers on the tither. Church and state are
essential spheres of authority in society but neither is its
ruler.

A false ascetic view of Christian ministry continues to
plague the modern church. We associate poverty and want
as the marks of pious Christian  service. We then respond
only in crises or when emotional pleas tug at our heart. Too
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many godly works are under-funded because people give to
emotional appeals rather than the godliness of a work as
part of their own disciplined tithing.

While not borrowing nearly enough from the Bible, it
is Mormonism’s use of the tithe (though it is paid to the
church) that has made it such a powerful social force. If
Christians tithed to the extent Mormons do, the results
would be world-changing within a generation. How sad
that a cult can use God’s tax to spread its false faith!

We tempt God when we ask, in the Lord’s Prayer, for
His Kingdom to come, yet dodge His Kingdom tax. ***

Courtesy Chalcedon Report, Box 158 Vallecito CA 95251
To those who have and continue to support us regularly,

THANK YOU, and may our God bless you for your ongoing
faithfulness. To others, please be reminded that from now until
about March-April is usually a very lean time money-wise. If you
could help relieve this lean-ness during this time it would help
and be much appreciated! CIM

------------------------------------------------- 
FORGIVE US HEAVENLY FATHER

Forgive us Heavenly father, 
why did we let this be
We butcher our own children, 
in the land that once was free.
Their blood cries out against us, 
all the small ones that we’ve slain,
No excuse for what we’ve done, 
or reason to explain.
We murdered tiny babies, 
and looked the other way,
And didn’t hear their silent scream, 
as their life was torn away.
How did we allow this? 
What have we become?
The torture of the helpless, 
what evil thing we’ve done.
Twenty seven million, 
have been slaughtered in our land,
Did we take time to stop it? 
Or to even understand?
Cut, burned, and ripped apart; 
the choices that we made,
We chose to have blood on our hands, 
a debt that must be paid.
The grapes of wrath await us, 
we’ll drink most bitter wine,
When America is punished; 
He said, “Vengeance is Mine!”

by Thelen Paul, PO Box 437 Watervliet MI 49098
----------------------------------------------------------------

ANTI-SEMITISM: WHAT IT REALLY IS!
by E. Raymond Capt BA, MA, FSA Scot, - world

renowned biblical archeologist and historian (who recently
celebrated his 90th birthday - Congrats! Ray.)

‘Anti-Semitism’ - that’s a ‘dirty’ word today. Anyone
who indulges in it is a terrible person! It’s a word to stop all
criticism of a certain group. One must never by ‘Anti-
Semitic.’ One can talk about a variety of subjects, in fact all
subjects, but one must never talk against the ‘Semites,’
whoever they are! But here is a strange thing: no one really
knows what ‘Anti-Semitism’ is Do you know? Well, let us
look at the word.

There is not much doubt about the word ‘Anti.’ It
means “opposed to” or “against.” One could be ‘Anti-por-
nography,’ which means that one is against pornography,
and one could be ‘Anti-abortion,’ which means that one is
against abortion. ‘Anti-America’ means to be against the
country of America. Thus we cal all agree that ‘Anti’
means ‘against’ but ‘Semitism” is a different matter so let

us examine it.
The word ‘Semitism’ come from the name of a charac-

ter in the Bible, whose name was Shem. If you will remem-
ber, Noah had three sons who were named Ham, Shem and
Japheth. Those that came from Ham were called ‘Hamites,’
those that came from Shem were called ‘Shemites,’ or
‘Semites,’ and those descended from Japheth were called
‘Japhethites.’ Therefore anyone who is against the descen-
dants of Shem, would be ‘Anti-Semite.’ Is that so? Well, let
us follow it out a little further.

A great-grandson of Shem was named Eber or Heber,
(see Genesis 11:14). Heber had descendants who were
called ‘Hebrews,’ and his most notable descendant was a
man named Abram, who was called a ‘Hebrew’ (see Gene-
sis 14:13). The descendants of Abram (or Abraham, as he
was later renamed) were called Hebrews, especially when
the Children of Israel were in Egypt, and the Egyptians
called them by that name, ‘Hebrews.’ Remember, all the
descendants of Abraham were, and are, Hebrews.

Abraham had two sons (not counting those of Keturah).
The firstborn son was named Ishmael, his mother was
Hagar, an Egyptian. Because Ishmael was the son of Abra-
ham’s concubine, he was not given the blessings which
were promised to Abraham, but was to head up a different
race of people, namely the Arabs of today. Thus the Arabs
are also a Semitic people because they came from Shem,
the Son of Noah. As the Arabs are Semitic, then it follows
that anyone who is against the Arabs would seem to be
‘Anti-Semitic.’

So from this deduction and definition, if the Jews today
are fighting the Arabs, the Jews are ‘Anti-Semitic,’ because
the Arabs are Semites. Abraham’s other son was Isaac,
which meant Isaac was also a Hebrew, because Abraham
was a Hebrew as well as a Semite, because he was
descended from Shem. Therefore all the descendants of
Isaac would be Hebrews and Semites.

Isaac had twin sons, one was named Esau, and the
other Jacob. Like their father, they were both Hebrews and
Semites, as would be all of their descendants. Later Esau’s
name was changed to Edom (means “Red”). Isaac’s other
son was named Jacob, which means a “supplanter,”
because when the twins were born, Jacob grabbed his
brother’s heel and tried to be born first. When Jacob grew
up and took wives, he had twelve sons. After an experience
with the Lord, jacob’s name was changed to Israel, and the
descendants of his twelve sons were called, the “Children
of Israel.” Because Jacob was their father, these twelve
sons were Israelites as well as Semites. Thus today, wher-
ever the descendants of these twelve sons are, they are
Hebrew, Semites and Israelites.

It happened that the twelve sons of Jacob-Israel devel-
oped into a strong kingdom, which at one time was ruled
over by King Solomon. However, after his death the king-
dom was divided into the ten-tribed, “House of Israel,” and
the two-tribed (Judah and Benjamin) “House of Judah.” In
721 BC, the House of Israel with many (around 250,000)
from the House of Judah were carried into Assyrian captiv-
ity. In 586 BC the balance of Judah, with Benjamin, were
taken into Babylonian captivity by King Nebuchadnezzer.

After a period of 70 years, certain of the House of
Judah returned to the “Land” under Ezra and Nehemiah and
were from then on known as ‘Jews’ (the more correct term
should be ‘Judeans’ as the noun ‘Jew’ did not exist at that
time in history - Etymology of the word Jew: Middle Eng-
lish, from Old French gyu, from Latin Judaeus, from Greek
Ioudaios, from Hebrew YehudhI, from YehudhAh - Judah -
Merriam Webster Dictionary). At this point in time, in dis-
obedience to the commandments of God, who forbade
mixed marriages, they intermarried with the ‘people of the
land,’ who were Edomites, Hittites, Canaanites, and so on.12  #225                  Phone + 61 (0) 7 4066 0146                                                               Christian Identity Ministries - PO Box 146 - CARDWELL QLD 4849



This caused Ezra great distress, and he called upon them to
repent (see Ezra 9:1-2).

These ‘Jews’ that came back from Babylon not only
had intermixed with the ‘people of the land,’ but also
brought back the religion of babylon with them, which is
contained in the “Babylonian Talmud.” These were called
the ‘traditions’ and were the accumulated writings of the
rabbis and other Jewish leaders. It was these ‘Jews’ that
were in the land when Jesus came, and they disputed with
Him on spiritual and moral questions. Ethnically they were
part “Israel” and partly “Esau” because of their intermar-
riages. In Jesus’ time, the ruler was Herod and he was an
Edomite, being descended from esau. Esau had intermar-
ried with the Canaanites, and so these “Jews” were in real-
ity a ‘mixed race.’ Also, in the time of Esther, “Many
people of the land [Persia] became Jews, for fear of the
Jews”! (See Esther 8:17).

Those of the Tribe of Benjamin that accompanied
Judah, settled in Galilee, and became known as the Galile-
ans. They were both Israelites and Hebrews, as well as
being Semites. At a later date when Jerusalem was
besieged, they escaped, wandered across Europe, and some
became known as the “Normans,” who finally entered into
the British Isles in AD1066 at the Battle of Hastings. The
Normans, therefore, are Semitic, Hebrews, and are lost
Israelites!

The Jews rejected Jesus as the Messiah or Christ (a
transliteration - an adjective, not a noun), and were scat-
tered after the fall of Jerusalem in AD70, wandering from
one country to another, many times being driven out of
countries due to their way of life, and their attempts to con-
trol the countries. As the Arabs have opposed the Jews, the
Arabs could not be classed as ‘Anti-
Semitic’ because the Jews are Sem-
ites; instead they could be called
“Anti-Jewish,” because they are
against the Jews. They are not
against all of the other descendants
of Shem!

The Celtic, Germanic, Scandina-
vian and kindred people that are the
descendants of the ‘lost Tribes of
Israel,’ could not be called ‘Anti-
Semitic,’ because they are Semites, through Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob-Israel and their descendants. 

Remember, the Arabs and kindred people are Semitic;
the people of Northern Europe who are Celtic, Anglo-Sax-
ons or kindred people are semites; the founding fathers of
the United states, and the Caucasian people of that nation
are Semitic, and therefore cannot be accused of being
‘Anti-Semitic.’

Those opposed to the ‘Jews’ should be called ‘Anti-
Jewish,’ not ‘Anti-Semitic.’

After being driven out of Asia, the Khazars, and Turko-
Mongolian peoples settled north of the Caspian Sea. Hav-
ing a spoken language, but not a written one and no reli-
gion, in AD 740, the Khazars adopted the Jewish religion.
These Khazars were the descendants of Japheth, the son of
Noah, from their ancestor Ashkenaz, who was a grandson
of japheth (see Genesis 10:1-3). The Khazars were later to
be known as ‘Ashkenazim Jews,’ and subsequently settled
in places such as Poland and Western Russia. They adopted
the Hebrew characters for their language which is known
today as ‘Yiddish.’ (Arthur) Koestler, a Jewish historian,
tells in his book THE THIRTEENTH TRIBE (#396 @
$17.00), about the Khazars becoming Jews. Nowhere does
he state that the Ashkenazim Jews are descendants of
Israel.

The Jews today, who protest the loudest about ‘Anti-
Semitism,’ are not even Semites themselves, but are

Japhethites. Today, about 90 per cent of the Jews are in
reality ‘Ashkenazim (Khazar) Jews,’ and many of the peo-
ple who make up the nation of ‘Israel(i)’ are really the Ash-
kenazim-Khazar Jews! The people who are being accused
of ‘Anti-Semitism,’ like the Arabs, and some of the Celto-
Anglo-Saxon-Israel people are the real ‘Semites.’

Very few of the present day Jews follow the Old Testa-
ment teachings, but rather, follow the Babylonian Talmud
instead. ‘Anti-Semitism’ is the cry that Jews raise today in
order to stop people from investigating the Jewish incur-
sion into the affairs of nations. This historical essay, might
be considered ‘Anti-Semitic’ by some groups, but is it? Let
us be clear about the meaning of the words we use. Truth
helps to bring understanding and reconciliation between
honest people and people of good faith.

(I have left this article of Raymond Capt intact as I
believe he brought up some very important issues that have
not been addressed properly by historians nor theologians.
I also believe it is a balanced view and an honest and
researched opinion - Editor) of Origins Newsletter.

133 Lower cameron Street, Whangarei 0101 New Ulster, N.Z.
website: www.geocities.com/celtichistorynz

------------------------------------
OF SKUNKS AND SALMON

by James A. Maccaro
Environmental bureaucrats are trying to regulate

Mother Nature, with disastrous results.
In New Hampshire, state officials attempted to attract

recreational fishermen by reducing the state’s skunk popu-
lation. For a while, the plan seemed to work because it alle-
viated vacationers’ fears of encountering the odorous
beasts. Soon, however, anglers noticed that the fish popula-

tion also was shrinking, and decided
to vacation in neighboring states
with more plentiful stocks.

State planners later learned that
skunks control the snapping turtle
population by eating their eggs.
Without the skunks, the turtle popu-
lation of New Hampshire grew
almost unchecked. The overabun-
dant turtles, in turn, feasted on fish
eggs and thus decimated the fish

population. Eventually, New Hampshire officials had to
import skunks to re-establish the natural balance.

Another attempt to improve on Mother Nature’s work
occurred in Montana, where the state introduced Mysis
shrimp into the rivers to feed the salmon which flourished
there. However, the tiny shrimp soon consumed large
amounts of plankton, which is a major food source for
salmon. As a result, the number of salmon spawning in
Lake McDonald in Glacier National Park fell from 100,000
to a mere 200. Moreover, bald eagles, which were attracted
to the park by the fish, now bypass it. From a peak of 639
in 1981, only 13 bald eagles were last counted in the park.

Because of the chain reaction started in a state bureau-
crat’s office, Glacier national Park has an abundance of
miniscule shrimp, but few salmon and even fewer eagles.
The park thus no longer attracts so many visitors, whose
trips to the area to view the eagles greatly contributed to the
local economy. From a peak of 46,000 tourists, only 1,000
visited during the 1990 fall season.

Government planners are no more successful in micro-
managing the natural world than they are in regulating the
economy. When government tries to correct perceived
problems, it creates unforeseen results.

The economy, in common with the natural world, is not
static. Thus, bureaucrats cannot tamper with it without cre-
ating imbalances in the overall system, whether the system
be economic or ecological. The results will be counterpro-
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ductive, whether the state attempts to control the level of
wages and prices or of skunks and salmon.

(James Maccaro practices law on Long Island, New
York. Published in the Freeman)

Courtesy Origins Newsletter, 133 Lower Cameron Street, Whangerei 0101, N.Z.
------------------------------------------------------------
From the A.F.F. (Australian Federation for the Family)

Journal comes the following:
WORLD FIRST - AUSTRALIA BANS SAME SEX 

MARRIAGE
Please, please, please thank the Attorney General for

his press release of 27 May 2004 re: banning same sex mar-
riage in Australia. This is a world first! A conference
attended by AFF Director Jack Sonnemann at the American
Family Association was interrupted with this exciting
news. American Family Radio found a small article in a
Canadian newspaper announcing this historic ban. Several
live and recorded interviews followed in the US. Jack was
interviewed by Agape Press and American Family Online
and presented thousands of copies of Attorney General
Ruddock’s press release to conference attendees from all
across the US.

Our special thanks to the Australian Christian Lobby
for the role that they played in the more than 1600 submis-
sions that the Senate Select Committee received on the
issue.

In our last AFF Journal we asked readers to thank
Prime Minister Howard for his comments about marriage
being between an man and a woman. The Howard govern-
ment has now amended “the Marriage Act to make it abso-
lutely clear that Australia will not recognize same sex
marriages...” ********************************

“Australian Legal Prostitution: Western World’s
Worst.” 

According to Brian Iselin, a consultant to the United
nations and a former federal police officer says that “Aus-
tralia is worse than any comparable western country in
combating the trafficking of women for prostitution.” Mr
Iselin said Australian authorities must find out the nature
and extent of trafficking to Australia and states that “Aus-
tralia’s inability or unwillingness to understand trafficking,
and  its insistence on treating it as a migration offence had
stifled any chance of effectively fighting the crime.” He
states in a scathing submission to the parliamentary joint
committee inquiring into the trafficking of women for sex-
ual servitude that the problem is compounded “because the
Dept of Immigration and federal and federal and state
police have neither the ‘professional interest’ nor the skills
to fight trafficking.” ****************************

Hi-Tech Meets High View of Family at BSafe Online
Dr Richard Restack in his book “The Brain” records

that it takes 3/10ths of one second for visual image to be
permanently imbedded in the brain - it will never leave!
With more pornographic Internet sites opening every hour,
how will you protect your family? Don’t wait for the gov-
ernment to act, don’t wait for the Internet servers to act, and
don’t wait for your children to be damaged from exposure
to pornography. Act now by making sure the computers
your children use at home or at school are protected. We
think nothing of spending monthly fees for satellite/cable
television that are more than the yearly cost of protecting
their families online. What is your family’s safety worth?

The World Wide Web no longer has to be a World Wide
Worry for your children and your family. Go to our website
<www.Ausfamily.org> and scroll down to the Bsafe online
icon. Click for a free trial of this important Internet safety
device that is endorsed by AFF. This has been called the
“world’s best Internet family filter software” and is only a
mouse click away. *************

Courtesy AFF Journal, PO Box 106, Canterbury Vic 3126
------------------------------------------------------------------
USA: Record Abstinence Funding. More than $173

million has been earmarked for abstinence-based sex edu-
cation in US schools in an appropriations budget bill
recently passed in the US House of Representatives. [Citi-
zen Link, 9/2004]

Cross on LA County Seal. The battle to keep a cross
on the Los Angeles County seal is continuing. Supervisors
voted 3-2 to remove a small cross from the county seal, fol-
lowing a lawsuit from the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU)[Jewish controlled, CIM], which stated it was
offended by the inclusion of a religious symbol in a govern-
ment emblem and demanded the seal be redesigned, omit-
ting the cross. The Thomas More Law Center is now
mounting a petition to reinstate the original seal - they state
that Los Angeles was founded by catholic missions and the
cross is part of the heritage of the city.

California - Hate Crimes Law. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
gar, the Governor of California, recently signed a ‘hate
crimes’ law. Family and conservative groups opposed the
law, especially since it includes “sexual orientation” and
lays the groundwork for suppression of speech critical of
homosexuality. They had hoped the governor would veto
the law. 

Concerned Women of America says the law may
“wake up” the state’s pastors. Under the law, fines range
from $10,000 to $25,000, or individuals could serve one
year in jail if convicted of a “hate crime.”

CWA said “The law includes ‘threats, intimidation and
coercion’ as ‘hate crimes.’” This definition is based on the
perception of the victim and allows for the possibility of
Christians being convicted of ‘hate crimes’ for expressing
their beliefs.

UK: Religious Discrimination Laws. Prime Minister
Tony Blair recently affirmed his government’s intention to
introduce laws outlawing religious discrimination.

In his speech to the Labour Party Conference in Brigh-
ton, Tony Blair said that he was acting to demonstrate to
Muslims in Britain that the values of the rule of law, liberty,
and tolerance applied to all UK citizens.

The Home Office responded by announcing that legis-
lation would ban discrimination in the ‘provision of goods
and services.’

Faith-based schools and faith-based charities would
continue to be exempt from such legislation. (Church
Times, UK)

The UK government is also planning to bring in vilifi-
cation laws based on religion.

Euthanasia for Children. The ruling Flemish Liberal
Party in Belgium is planning to legalise euthanasia for ter-
minally ill children. The legislation reads, “Their suffering
is as great (and) the situation they face is as intolerable and
inhumane (as that of young adults).” In the netherlands,
euthanasia advocates are pushing for a lower age of con-
sent. Groningen University Hospital has now decided that
its physicians will be able to euthanise children under the
age of twelve, “if doctors believe their suffering is intolera-
ble or if they have an incurable illness.” [Crosswalk, 30/9/
2004] Courtesy Salt Shakers, Box 6049, Wantirna Vic 3152.

--------------------------------------------------------------
Slip enclosed for a book which I have NOT yet read.

Respond directly to the advertiser. Thank you for your
ongoing support. May our God bless you and keep you
safe, now and in the coming new year, 
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