
OUT OF ASIA AND INTO EUROPE
“And the LORD shall scatter you among the nations...”

(Deuteronomy 4:27).
The Fall of Parthia

The Sassanian Persians conquered the Parthian Empire
in 226 AD, so where did such a large and widespread group
of Parthian Israelites go? Many men were killed in the two
preceding wars; the Parthian-Roman war of 216-217 AD,
with a Parthian victory; and the Parthian-Persian war, three
battles of rebelling Persians beginning in 220 AD, and end-
ing in 226 AD, again with a Persian victory. The Sassanian
Persians acted quickly to expel Parthians from the region,
completely destroying the city of Hatra which would not
recognize Persian rule. They also killed all Arsa (royal
family) they could find. Anyone opposing their authority
had reason to fear for their lives. 

The Parthians really had no place to go but toward the
northwest; to the west was the Roman Empire, to the south
was the Arabian desert and the sea, to the east and northeast
were the expanding Oriental populations, which had driven
other Scythians westward into Parthia centuries ago. In the
northwest, they could expect to find refuge because of their
kinsmen, the Scythians. 

Also, the Parthian rulers had established good relations
with the Dacians of eastern Europe, who were also enemies
of Rome. But the best reason to migrate to the northwest
was because of Parthia’s farthest province, which had
repelled the Persians in battle and retained their indepen-
dence and Arsacid ruler! That province was Armenia, and
it was there that,

“...a number of the princes [of Parthia] found refuge in
Armenia, where the Arsacid dynasty maintained itself till
AD 429.” (“Encyclopedia Britannica”, The Sassanian
Empire, p.580).

The new Persian ruler, Ardashar, 
“...devoted his attention to the ...strengthening of the

national religion. He caused the idols of the Parthians to
be destroyed and ordered a general restoration of the
doctrines of Zoroaster throughout the empire.” (“Persia”,
Benjamin, p.174). 

The Persians were non-Semitic and regarded Semitic
religions and culture as a threat to their rule, so the logical
assumption is that they sought to kill, or harass Semitic
populations. The Persians had also attacked Kerman and
Media, because they felt they were natural religious and
racial allies of Parthia. Since the Persians were expunging
all Semitic culture and religion friom their new Zoroas-
trian-Persian empire, these populations had no choice but

to flee towards the Caucasus Mountains of Armenia.
Armenia had already been evangelized by Christianity.
“...All Christian churches accept the tradition that Chris-

tianity was preached in Armenia by the Apostles Thad-
deus and Bartholomew in the first half of the first century
...Armenia was among the first to respond to the call of
Christ so early. Armenia became the first Christian nation
in the world. Christianity was officially proclaimed in 301
AD as the national religion of Armenia. King Tiridates,
together with the nobility of his country, were baptized by
St. Gregory the Illuminator.” (“The Search for the Twelve
Apostles”, McBirnie, p.199). 

This too was a very good reason to migrate to Armenia.
This shows us once again how skewed history sometimes
can be, since history is written by the conqueror. We have
always been taught that Rome was the first to adopt Christi-
anity and that they were the most civilized and advanced
culture at the time, implying most others were “barbar-
ians.” Portions of Parthia were Christianized centuries
before Rome. 

When the Arsacid king of Armenia adopted Christian-
ity, it was in full support of his nobility and people. But
when Constantine later declared for Christianity, he had to
move his capitol to Constantinople due to Roman resis-
tance to Christianity. The “Encyclopedia Britannica”,
(Vol. 6, Constantine, p.298) states:

“It is probable that this step [moving the capitol] was
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connected with Constantine’s decision to make Christian-
ity the official religion of the empire. Rome was naturally
the stronghold of paganism, to which the great majority of
the Senate clung with fervent devotion.”

Most Romans wanted no part of Christianity when
Constantine adopted it. In moving his capitol to the east he
was moving closer to a region of Christian political
strength. Not all the Parthians stopped in Armenia; some
went as far as eastern Europe since the Scythians had been
there for many centuries. Rice states in “The Scythians”
(p.189):

“Scythian influence first made its mark in Hungary round
about the year 500 BC when the foremost wave of Scythi-
ans penetrated to the area.”

One Russian history concerning the Scythians says that
Scythian presence in the Ukraine dates to the “..late seventh
and sixth centuries BC.” (“Scythian Art”, Boris Piotrovsky,
p.5). Not all Parthians could possibly fit in Armenia. This
area northwest of the Black Sea could hold an immense
number of refugees.

“The main movement from Asia into Europe which went
north of the Caucasus was in early times that of the Scyth-
ians.” (“Encyclopedia Britannica”, Vol. 12, p.263).

Since it is a well-established fact that the Parthians and
Scythians were related tribes, the ‘Scythian’ migration into
Europe would have included masses of ‘Parthian’ refugees
during the third century AD and afterward. Separated from
their homeland they quickly lost the
name ‘Parthian’.

The Goths
Large numbers of Israelites fled

north of Armenia when the kingdom
of Israel fell in 721 BC and were
called the ‘Gauthei’. Later the
Greeks called them ‘Getae’ or
‘Scythians’. Parthian refugees set-
tling among their Scythian kinsmen
in eastern Europe would also be
known as ‘Getae’. The Dacians were
also known as ‘Getae’. (“Encyclope-
dia Britannica”, Vol. 6, Dacia,
p.969).

This region north of the Black
Sea had been occupied by the descendants of the ten tribes
of Israel for almost a millennium by the time the Parthians
moved in that direction. Was all this a coincidence, or was
it God “herding” His “lost sheep” in the direction He
wanted them to go, and positioning them for the future as
Moses predicted in Deuteronomy 4:30? 

Collins in “The Lost ten Tribes of Israel Found”
(p.328) paints this picture for us:

“Scythians, Sacae, Saka, Getae, Parthians, Massage-
tae, etc. The easternmost Israelites had been pushed
southwestward when the Massagetae and other Sacae
migrated out of central Russia into Parthia. With the fall of
Parthia, and the flight of its Semitic people into Armenia,
the descendants of the ten tribes of Israel were com-
pressed into a region the shape of a crescent (from Arme-
nia, between the Caspian and Black Seas, around the
Black Sea on the north and southeastward, toward mod-
ern Romania and eastern Hungary). For the first time
since the fall of the old kingdom of Israel, the ten tribes of
Israel who had scattered into Asia were now mostly
together again.”

In 256 AD Gothic tribes “...crossed the Carpathians and
drove the Romans from Dacia.” (“Encyclopedia Britan-
nica”, Vol. 6, p.970). Here, in the same century that the
Parthians sought refuge among their brethren, a formidable
number of people crossed the Carpathian Mountains and
came into Dacia. It would seem likely then that the Goths
were Parthian refugees. 

“The Goths came and dwelt in the land of the Getes
(Dacia), and ...mingled with the native inhabitants; and so
the Romans came to think that Goths and Getes were
only two names for the same people.” (“The Goths”,
Henry Bradley, p.19).

This Gothic historian regarded the Goths and Getes
(the ‘Getae’) as related tribes of the same heritage. Since
this was a peaceful assimilation, it stands to reason these
tribes were closely related. Since the ‘Getae’ lived in the
Black Sea region before the ‘Goths’ arrived, the conclusion
seems inescapable that the ‘Getae’ were Scythians who had
lived there for centuries and the newly-arrived ‘Goths’
were Parthian refugees fleeing Asia to find new homelands
among their Scythian brothers. Classical writers such as
Pliny, Stephanus, Iornandes (Jordanes) and Herodotus
regarded the terms ‘Dacian’, ‘Getae’, ‘Getes’, ‘Goths’, and
‘Scythians’, as denoting the same people, whose homeland
was near the Black Sea.

The Dacians (‘Getae’) were unwilling subjects of the
Roman Empire. Parthia’s refugees, now called ‘Goths’,
would have been very anti-Roman, because some of them
lived through (and they all knew about) the Roman treach-
ery under Caracullus, which led to such a costly war that
the Persians were able to revolt and destroy the Parthian
empire. The combining of the two populations resulted in a
powerful force of Goths which liberated Dacia from the

Romans barely thirty years after the
fall of Parthia.

Not all the migrating Parthians
and Scythians came to be known as
‘Goths’. Many became known as
‘Teutons’, ‘Germans’, ‘Vandals’,
‘Saxons’, etc. The Scythian/ Parthian
people had been known as ‘Sacae’
for over a millennium. Some refu-
gees were called ‘Saxons’ by the
Romans. It is the same phonetic
sound as ‘Sac’s sons’ (representing
Isaac’s sons). 

The English word uses a Latin
‘x’ but the German word for ‘Saxon’
is ‘Sachsisch’ or ‘Sachse’. The Bible

predicted that Isaac’s name would be on the Israelite tribes,
Ephraim and Manasseh, in Genesis 48:14-16. Since these
migrating Saxons (alias Persians, Scythians) still bore the
name of Isaac as they migrated into Europe, it indicates
they were primarily the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh.

In this same time frame in which the Goths made a
direct attack on Rome, the Saxons and other allied tribes
chose to migrate along the northern border of the empire
into Europe. The Saxons, as well as Goths and others from
the former Parthian/ Scythian culture, used spears, bows
and arrows, and body armor proving they were skilled in
metallurgy, and not ignorant nomads.

While their weaponry was traditionally Parthian, they
did not use the horses in battle since they were needed for
hauling families and possessions. Sometimes horses were
eaten as was typical of migrating tribes. The initial Saxon
dependence on piracy or hiring out as mercenaries, shows a
measure of desperation on their part in order to feed their
families.

A tribe may have found a good location to grow crops
or hunt game only to be pushed out by a stronger tribe mov-
ing into their area. It certainly was a difficult time for
masses of people. Migration into Europe took decades or
centuries as it moved at the speed of an oxcart.

There is evidence that the word ‘Goth’ comes from the
gothic word ‘Guth’, which meant ‘God’. (“The Goths”,
Henry Bradley, p.15). They both have the same consonants,
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and languages descended from the gothic (English and Ger-
man) also describe the deity as ‘God’ and ‘Gott’. 

The older version of the word ‘Goth’ was ‘Gauthei’,
which was from two words, ‘Gut’ and ‘thiuda’ (people),
thus meaning ‘people of God’. [See the booklet “Guta Thi-
uda”, Bible history comic book, #151 @ $6.45). Once it is
understood that these were the descendants of the ten tribes
of Israel, this terminology starts to make sense. Evidence is
given by Col. J.C. Gawler, an official of the British govern-
ment in the nineteenth century, in quoting a book by M.
Sailman (“Researchers in The East”, 1818, p.9), where he
wrote:

“It states on page 25, that on the authority of several
Armenian historians, the ten tribes passed into Tartary. It
also quotes Ortellius, who, it says, ‘in his description of
Tartary, notes the kingdom of Arsareth, where the ten
tribes retiring ...took the name of Gauthei’ because, he
says, they were very jealous of the glory of God.”

The Goths became so large, being infused by migrat-
ing, anti-Roman Parthians, that Rome began paying tribute
money to deter them from attacking. One historian (“The
Goths”, Henry Bradley, p.24) reports that Rome began
cash payments as soon as  “..about twenty years [prior to]
...245 AD.” This would bring the start of Rome’s payments
to the timeframe of 226 AD, the very year the Parthian
Empire fell! 

When Rome stopped paying tribute
money, the Goths moved in to take land
for themselves. In 249-254 AD the
Roman emperor Decius led an army to
oppose the Goths. In 251 they were
ambushed by the Goths and Decius was
killed and his Roman army routed. (“A
History of the Ostrogoths”, Burns,
p.27).

If the Goths were simply a hoard of
undisciplined nomads they would have
been no match for the Romans; espe-
cially under the Emperor himself,
rather than just a General. This shows
us that the Goths had a strong military
background, which we would expect
from Parthian refugees who had fought
Rome for centuries.

The body of the Roman Emperor,
Decius “...was never found” (Bradley,
Ibid, p.28). Just before the battle of
Nisibis in 217 AD, the Romans had desecrated the graves
of Parthia’s emperors and scattered their bones. The venge-
ful Parthians (now called ‘Goths’) evidently scattered the
Roman Emperor’s body into such small pieces it couldn’t
be found. Certainly a lesson in reaping what you sow;
Rome’s bitter harvest had only just begun.

One of the first provinces of Parthia to be attacked by
the anti-Semitic Persians was Carmania, the home of the
Kermans. Later transplanted in Europe they were called
‘Germans’. The name ‘Carmania’ became ‘Germania’, a
general name used by the Romans to describe many similar
tribes (“Encyclopedia Britannica”, Vol. 17, p.500 map). 

There is an account of Herodotus (“The History”,
p.125) which supports the conclusion that the Kermans and
the Germans were the same people. He says the ‘Germanii’
were a subject people in the old Persian Empire of Achae-
menids, which predated  the Roman or Parthian empires.
The ‘Germanii’ and the ‘Carmanians’ were two names for
the same people, linking them to the Parthians (“Encyclo-
pedia Britannica”, Vol. 17, p.611). As the reader can see
the name ‘Germanii’ was almost unchanged as it became
‘Germany’ in Europe.

The Roman historian, Pliny (“Greek and Roman
Maps”, Dilke, O.A.W., p.46) wrote, “...the name of the
Scythians has altogether been transferred to the Sarmatae
and the Germans.” 

One of the largest Sacae Scythian tribes which
migrated out of Asia in the second century BC to merge
with the Parthian Empire was the ‘Massagetae’. They were
most likely the descendants of the Israelite tribe, Manassas,
with the suffix ‘getae’ to indicate a common origin with the
‘Gatae’ of the Black Sea region.

Another point that identifies Goths as Parthians is that
they selected their kings according to Parthian tradition, i.e.
from any Arsacid noble. Many have the impression that the
Roman Empire at the time was the last stronghold of west-
ern civilization and that Rome’s conquerors were uncivi-
lized. This is all Roman propaganda put into our history
books. Collins gives this account:

“Alaric was a Visigoth noble from a princely family who
had originally served in Rome’s army leading Goths in
Rome’s service. When a new Roman emperor abrogated
the pay agreement of a previous emperor, these Goths
rebelled and Alaric became their king. Alaric conquered
most of Greece and the Goths again spared Athens which
paid them tribute money and gave Alaric a banquet!

Alaric was even made a military governor by the
emperor of the Eastern Roman Empire at Constantinople.

Alaric invaded Italy in 400 AD, but
was repulsed two years later when
his Christian Goths were observing
Easter Sunday and falsely assumed
that the Romans would not attack on
that day.

The Romans then made (and
quickly broke) a treaty with Alaric.
The Romans then expelled (as here-
tics) some 30,000 Goths who were
Arian Christians from the Roman
army while Roman mobs massacred
the wives and children of these Arian
Goths. This heinous crime by the
Romans compelled the 30,000
Goths expelled ...to join Alaric’s
army. Alaric besieged Rome, but left
after Rome paid him 5,000 pounds of
gold, 30,000 pounds of silver and
other costly items. 

While Alaric’s army was on Roman
soil, it behaved with incredible
restraint, given the Roman slaughter
of the families of 30,000 Goths. Ala-
ric did not permit a general massacre

of the Roman citizens. Alaric remembered that he was a
Christian and he tried to use his victory mercifully. He told
his soldiers that the plunder of the city was theirs, but that
no man was to be killed who was not in arms; even of the
soldiers, all were to be spared who took refuge in the
churches ....all the churches and their property were to be
held sacred ...some of the Roman writers speak with won-
der of the moderation of the Goths.” (The Goths”, Henry
Bradley, p.96).

This was an amazing Christian restraint of the Gothic
army whose families had been murdered by the supposedly,
Christian Romans. Since history is full of examples of
“Christians” doing very un-Christian things to others, Ala-
ric’s actions were exemplary.

One group of Goths went completely across Europe
and into Africa. They were known as ‘Vandals’ and devel-
oped  remarkable maritime skills, building a fleet of ships
and dominating the Mediterranean for about 30 years. In
433 AD the Vandals, under Gaiseric, sailed across the Med-
iterranean and conquered Rome. 

Legends about their destruction of Rome have led to
the modern term “vandalism,” but the truth is they don’t
deserve that awful reputation.

    Christian Identity Ministries - PO Box 146 - CARDWELL QLD 4849                                                                                          Ph 07 4066 0146                          #297                   3

New LOAN ONLY Video
A LAMP IN THE DARK

The Untold History of the Bible
An exciting documentary that shows 
the intriguing history of the Bible. 

Enter into a world of saints and mar-
tyrs battling against spies, assassins 

and wolves in sheep’s clothing. 
Learn about the sacrifice of men like 

William Tyndale, John Wycliffe, 
Martin Luther,  Myles Coverdale and 
others, who hazarded their lives to 

communicate the Bible in languages 
the people could understand.

DVD#CI-802 @ LOAN ONLY $6



“He [Gaiseric] ...for 124 days, in a calm and business-
like manner, emptied it [Rome] of all movable wealth
...There does not seem to be in the story of the capture of
Rome by the Vandals any justification for the charge of
wilful and objectless destruction of public buildings which
is implied by the word ‘Vandalism.’ 

It is probable that the charge grew out of the fierce per-
secution which was carried out by Gaiseric ...against the
Catholic Christians. The bishops were almost universally
banished, and the congregations were forbidden to elect
their successors.” (“Encyclopedia Britannica”, Vol. 22,
p.971).

The Vandals were recorded as being Arian Christians.
‘Arian’ identified them as being followers of Arian (not
‘Aryan’). The city was not destroyed, nor were there any
massacres as Rome had done many times.

Their banishing of Catholic priests was very mild “per-
secution” compared to what was going on during the Inqui-
sition of the Middle Ages. Also, it was “poetic justice” that
the Vandals conquered Rome from their base in Carthage,
when for a generation Carthage had wanted to take Rome.

The Vandals ruled Carthage
for almost a century and saw
themselves as punishing instru-
ments in the hands of God. Gai-
seric, the Vandal leader, said that
the Vandals attacked “...the dwell-
ing of the men with whom God is
angry.” Bradley’s account says that
a seven-branched candlestick and
other sacred items from the Jeru-
salem Temple were taken by
them. Rome had taken them in 70
AD, when they took Jerusalem.
Since the Vandals were Christians
it is likely they considered these
items from the Temple as highly
sacred objects worthy of protec-
tion.

The Goths were generally
recorded as being tall, blue-eyed
blondes with fair complexions
(The Goths”, Henry Bradley, p.9). The term ‘Caucasian’,
referring to the White race is not a scientific name but actu-
ally reflects the historic fact that many tribes of white
nations migrated through the Caucasus Mountains as they
moved from Asia into Europe.

The Parthians and Scythians were of the White race,
evidenced by portrayals of themselves on their artwork and
coins. Their forced migration out of Parthia toward Europe
was one of the largest in all of human history.

The Classical writers of Greece and Rome had much to
say about Parthia, and extensive histories of Parthia were
written in the nineteenth century. But twentieth century his-
tory books increasingly ignore Parthian history. Parthia was
a massive empire of Semitic (white) people, yet history
texts are unwilling to connect the fall of Parthia with the
arrival of many White refugees arriving in Europe right
after the collapse.

Is it really so hard to figure out? Masses of parthians
‘suddenly disappear’ from their homeland, and yet large
groups of Saxons, Goths and related German tribes ‘sud-
denly appear’ in Europe?

Courtesy New Covenant Messenger, Box 321, Union KY 41091
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PERCEPTION OF REALITY
IT’S NOT WHAT IT IS - 

IT’S WHAT WE THINK IT IS
by Pastor Don Elmore

“Almost everyone believes that they see things as they

are. Almost no one does. Our perception of reality rules
our lives no matter what we think. Propagandists know the
very high manipulative value of people’s expectations
based on their perception of reality. 

So the difference in people is the way they think. Our
individual perception of reality controls our thought pro-
cesses. Our thought processes control our lives. Word
manipulation and semantic trickery control our thoughts
and our total being.” (“The Bob Livingston Letter”,
August 2010).

The jews are only a small percentage of our population
- less than 3%. During the Articles of Confederation they
could not vote or hold any office in the states in which they
lived. With the ratification of the US Constitution, jews
could hold federal office. They rejoiced; for they knew that
the state restriction would soon be gone too. And they were
right.

Now jews will soon hold a third of the Supreme Court
justice seats (33.3%). They also hold a much larger per-
centage than their population in the House of Representa-

tives, Senate, State Governors,
State Senators, State Representa-
tives, Mayors, etc. Who are these
people? The chosen of God and
the covenant people of the Old
Testament? Are they descended
from Judah? Be careful how you
answer these questions: It’s not
what it is, it’s what you think it is.

WHAT IS IT?
Genesis 38 gives us a para-

graph view of Judah and his five
children. It covers about 30 years
of history - about the length of
time of Joseph’s betrayal till the
end of his time in jail. Under the
age of twenty, Judah, under the
influence of alcohol and promises
of gold, married someone who his
father (Jacob/Israel) did not rec-
ommend. He married someone
who Israel was commanded to

NOT marry! He married a CANAANITE! (Genesis 38:1-
5).

Wasn’t that the same family tree that Esau married into
that proved to be a grief to his mother and father? (Genesis
26:34-35). Wasn’t that the same family tree that our God
commanded Israel to not MARRY? (Deuteronomy 7:1-4).
Then how did Judah escape the same punishment of Esau?
It was because of Tamar!

Tamar, along with Ruth, Bathsheba and Rahab, are
women of the Bible who are constantly lied about. We are
told that these are non-Israelite women. But the truth is that
they are the ancestors of our Saviour. When you study what
is found in the Bible, you will know that all of these women
were Adamite/ Israelites. And probably the most outstand-
ing of all these great Israelites, was Tamar.

JUDAH AND BATHSHUA
Judah married into the wrong family. He married Bath-

shua, a Canaanite. With her, he had three boys: Er, Onan,
Shelah. Judah named his first boy, Er, but his wife named
the second and third. When the eldest son got old enough to
marry, Judah picked a wife for him. Who and where did
Judah get to pick a wife for his oldest born son?

“And in those days Judah went to the house of SHEM
and took TAMAR the daughter of Elam the son of Shem, for
a wife for his first born Er.” (“Book of Jasher”, 45:23).

Tamar’s grandfather was Shem, one of the three sons of
Noah! Judah went to Shem’s son and asked for his daughter
for marriage to his [mongrel] son! The book of Jasher
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doesn’t tell us, but I bet that Judah did not tell Shem that his
son was a mongrel.

So Tamar was of the right seed. But Er failed in his
responsibility as a husband. He outwardly destroyed his
seed, (an evil work in the eyes of God) so the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob slew him. With one son dead, Judah
attempted to keep the commandment that the brother
should provide the seed for his dead brother’s wife. So
Judah gave Tamar to Onan for his wife. But Onan did the
same deed as his brother, and received the same result - the
LORD slew Onan.

Since Shelah, Judah’s third boy was too young for mar-
riage, he told Tamar to go home and wait till he got old
enough, and then he would give him to her. So she did, and
the years went on by. But in “The Testament of Judah”,
chapter 2, verse 19 it says that when Shelah was grown,
Bathshua married off Shelah to a Canaanite woman:

“And while I (Judah) was away she (Bathshua) went
and took for Shelah a wife from Canaan.”

This early feminist Bathshua soon died. Do you think
that Tamar really breathed a sigh of relief when Shelah, the
last half-breed son of Judah, was married off by his mother
to a person of her own kind? What if Judah married another
woman from Canaan? How many Christians have asked
themselves this question: “How could our Redeemer have
come from Judah, if Judah had three half-breed sons?” The
answer: He couldn’t!

Was Tamar a whore, and a
much worse person than Judah’s
Canaanite wife? Or was she a great
heroine in Israel’s history. Let’s
look at what happened. Was Tamar
a whore? No. Was she a great hero-
ine? Yes.

She put on the uniform of the
prostitutes, but she only went after
one man: Judah. Why? Since Judah
had failed in his promise to provide
children to his two sons by Tamar,
and since Shelah was given to a
Canaanite to marry; then the only way for Judah to keep his
promise would be to father Tamar’s children, thereby act-
ing in accordance with the Law. It is basically overlooked
in the story that:

1.Tamar was still in essence a virgin. Her marriage with
both Er and Onan was never consummated.

2. Through the death of Bathshua, Judah’s Canaanite
wife, Judah was an eligible widower.

3. The contract to furnish seed from one of the sons of
Judah for Tamar to have children was a total breach of con-
tract in Judah’s part. (From Watchman’s Teaching Letter).

4. Tamar, in order to provide good offspring for Judah,
risked her own death by disguising herself as a prostitute.
Judah said: “She [Tamar] has been more righteous than I”
(Genesis 38:26a).

5. After Tamar had her encounter with Judah, it was
told Judah that his former daughter-in-law was guilty of
prostitution. Judah said, “...let her be burnt.” It had been
three months, but Tamar told Judah that the man that she
had the encounter with gave her the following items: a sig-
net, bracelets, and staff. Judah acknowledged them (Gene-
sis 38:24-26).

6. Tamar figured that if she had children with Judah, it
would be in accordance with the Law, insomuch as they
were both pure-blooded, and that the children would be of
pure blood, and the most important thing is that the Mes-
siah could come from these children.

7. Judah was prophesied to have the scepter. His two

children from Tamar were twins: Pharez and Zerah. But
even that was strange: Zerah started to come out first and a
red thread was put on his hand; but he went back and
Pharez came out first.

8. But what about Shelah? He married a Canaanite. He
had children with a Canaanite wife. “But when he saw
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism,
he said unto them, ‘O generation of vipers, who hath
warned you to flee from the wrath to come.” (Matthew
23:33). 

These same people argued with Jesus, saying that they
were Abraham’s seed and that Abraham was their father.
Jesus answered them “...I know ...Ye are of your father the
slanderer...” The branch of Shelah joined the offspring of
Esau and became the majority of scribes, Pharisees and
Sadducees - a generation of vipers (Jews).

So if you say that all of Judah are Jews, you are incor-
rect. If you say that all of Judah are Israelites, you are
incorrect. If you say that Jews are all of Israel, you are even
MORE incorrect!. But do you now see that if it wasn’t for
Tamar’s action that there would be no Messiah; that there
would have been no tribe of Judah; no kingdom of Judah;
no kings of Troy, Greece, Milesia, Britain, etc?  They
would  be just like the descendants of Canaan and Edom,
and Moab and Ammon - cursed by our God forever! It’s all
in your perception. 

SUMMARY
Children of JUDAH with

BATHSHUA the Canaanite: 
1. ER - The Lord God of Israel

slew him.
2. ONAN - The Lord God of

Israel slew him.
3. SHELAH - Married  a Can-

aanite woman. (Bathshua died).
The descendants were many of the
scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees
during the days of Jesus and cursed
by Him as “bad figs.”

Children of JUDAH with
TAMAR (Shemitic):

1. PHAREZ - His descendant David became the first
king of an everlasting kingship.

ZERAH - (“scarlet thread on hand”) His descendants
left before the Exodus and became the: Kings of Troy,
Kings of Greece, Kings of Britain, Kings of Milesia, Kings
of Cathage, etc. 

Courtesy New Covenant Messenger, Box 321 Union KY 41091
---------------------------------------------------------------

GETTING ADVICE
by Bill Brinkworth

Sometimes it amazes me where folks get their “wis-
dom.” I remember asking a young lady, “Why would you
go to your peers and ask them about dating?” 

I turned to the teenager giving the advice, “Have you
ever dated?”

“No,” the adviser replied. “My parents won’t let me
yet.”

Back to the person asking the advice, I commented,
“So, she has no experience in the area you are asking about;
yet you would have made life-changing decisions based on
what she suggested you to do.” 

She shrugged, “Probably.”
“Wouldn’t it be wiser if you went to a person with

experience in the area you needed help in?” All I got that
time was a nod. “And who could you go to that has that
experience and is personally interested in helping you with
no strings attached?”
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She thought about it, and replied, “Well, my parents.”
It makes more sense to go to someone who has been

through the trials you are faced with when getting advice.
Like the teenager in the above account, there is a whole
world going to the inexperienced, or poor examples for
advice [but when they do get good advice from people who
care, they ignore it and do the opposite!]

Seeking wisdom from poor sources is not limited to
young folks. Adults are far more guilty. There are people
following marriage advice from television-celebrity psy-
chologists whose own marriages are on the rocks. There are
other celebrities that give out advice, who on the same
show they are giving counsel, have their own psycholo-
gists, that are trying to help them with their own problems.
People unquestionably follow their suggestions. Many go
to friends, television celebrities, newspaper columnists,
psychologists, and even fortune-tellers for answers [just
look in the back of womens’ magazines]. 

The people who are relied on for truth and wisdom
often have lives as confused as those seeking guidance, and
who are also without answers to life’s problems.

It is wiser to have one who made the right choices and
decisions in the past to help guide the way; not one who is
still stumbling to find the right solutions themselves. Fortu-
nately, for Christians, we have a good reliable, always-right
source for advice. Our never-wrong, raised-a-zillion-chil-
ren counsel can come from God.
Through prayer, He can direct our
paths in the right way. His direc-
tions are never wrong.

He loves His people, and
because He knows that we will
face many difficulties through our
lifetime, He left a guidebook to
help us through our lives. This
map-through-life is the Bible.
One whole book is even dedicated
to sound advice. It is the book of
Proverbs.

Throughout the Bible’s pages,
one will find advice on who (and
who not) to marry; how to get
friends; how to know for sure that
your eternal future will be in
God’s Kingdom; how to handle
anger; how to be successful, and
much, much more. If the Word of
God would be read and followed,
psychologists, high school coun-
selors, marriage counselors, and
many other advisors would be
looking for work. 

The only way this wisdom can be extracted, however,
is by reading it yourself! To whet your appetite for reading
the Word of God, here is some of the Bible’s advice:

Advice On Who To Marry, And Who To Befriend:
“Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Corin-
thians 6:14).

Advice On Getting Friends: “A man that hath friends
must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that stick-
eth closer than a brother.” (Proverbs 18:24).

Advice on entering the Kingdom: “Jesus answered and
said unto him, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born from above (or from the top, a beginning), he can-
not see the Kingdom of God.” (John 3:3).

Advice on getting the right advice: “The way of a fool

is right in his own eyes; but (s)he that hearkeneth unto
counsel is wise.” (Proverbs 12:15).

Advice on how to handle a hostile person: “A soft
answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up
anger.” (Proverbs 15:1).

Advice on keeping out of trouble: “Abstain from all
appearance of evil.” (2 Thessalonians 5:22)

Unlike fortune-tellers, television hosts, marriage coun-
selors, and even parents, God’s advice is never wrong.
Obeying God’s advice will always guarantee counsel that is
best for us. We may not always like what we read, but
Father knows best. He has led many before us through the
same trials and tribulations we may be facing. All the
Christian needs to do to get his direction is read it for him-
self in the Word of God, and then follow it.

Courtesy Home School Digest, PO Box 374 Covert MI 49043
--------------------------------------------------------------
THE IMPORTANCE OF TEACHING 

GOOD MANNERS
by Emilie Cianciola

When you think of school subjects, do words like “his-
tory,” “science,” and “language arts” come to mind? All are
valuable subjects. What about good manners? Etiquette
can, and should, be a significant part of your homeschool
program, too. Have you taught your children how to be

pleasant and agreeable? Do they
know how to say and do the appro-
priate thing in whatever social situ-
ation they may find themselves?

It will be an embarrassment to
the homeschool community if our
children come across as ignorant of
expected gestures of courtesy (at
best) or as blatantly rude (at worst).
How will our Christian witness be
served if we produce graduates
who are academically well-edu-
cated but careless of the feelings of
others? There is no value in being
able to out-recite, out-quote, and
out-debate our public-schooled
counterparts if we do so with arro-
gance and condescension. This
doesn’t have to be!

“Rudeness is the weak man’s
imitation of strength.” -  Eric
Hoffer.

Good manners are one of the
most valuable life skills a parent
can possibly transfer to their chil-
dren. A considerate, well-man-

nered adult will find doors in advanced education,
employment, ministry and social spheres opening for him
that may otherwise have been shut. A person who is sin-
cerely polite and kind of heart will discover that his way
will be made smooth and that he can accomplish nearly
anything he wishes to undertake, because everyone around
him will be eager to see him succeed. Most importantly, a
person with courtesy will always have opportunities to
serve others and enrich their lives. In other words, he will
never be without friends!

“Good manners and soft words have brought many a
difficult thing to pass.”  - Sir John Vanbrugh

What Are Good Manners, Anyway?
Is courtesy a tedious collection of obsolete rules con-

cerning customs few people observe any longer? Not at all.
Etiquette has to do with very practical matters of how one
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conducts oneself in polite society. What about matters of
address, such as how to introduce an Ambassador, or
whether to introduce a lady or a gentleman first? What
about matters of dress, such as appropriate clothing for a
wedding or a funeral, or a church service? What fork do we
use when dining?

The knowledge of these rules is useful. For years cor-
porations have been seeing the value in proper etiquette and
have been hiring professionals to train their employees in
these details. Why don’t we get “ahead of the game” and
train our homeschooled students (especially our older chil-
dren) in these customs of our culture? Just pick up some
books by Judith Martin or any other etiquette authority.
Discuss. Practice. Watch your children’s self-assurance
increase. Nothing builds confidence and poise upon an
entrance into the intimidating world of adulthood like a
solid understanding of what will be expected in a myriad of
situations.

Good manners are essential for older teens, but the
foundation of etiquette should be taught to even very young
children; that foundation is kindness. Courtesy has much
more to do with people than it has
to do with utensils. If we can grasp
and delight in that spirit of kind-
ness and Godly humility, nine-
tenths of the project is already
accomplished!

As Emily Post, a classic eti-
quette writer, has said, “Manners
are a sensitive awareness of the
feelings of others. If you have that
awareness, you have good man-
ners, no matter which fork you
use.”

Under that very sensible defini-
tion, it’s fair to say that good man-
ners fulfill what Jesus said was a
commandment second only to
“Love the LORD your God with
your whole heart, your whole soul,
and your whole mind,” and that is,
“Love your neighbour as your-
self.”

Good manners? It is simply
treating others well. It’s thinking
about what would be best for oth-
ers. It’s adhering to the accepted
customs of one’s society, for the
purpose of furthering the comfort
and pleasure of those around us.
It’s being kind and thoughtful. It’s
day-to-day, practical and real expressions of love!

“Let nothing be done through strife or vain glory; but
in lowliness of mind let each esteem the other better than
themselves” (Philippians 2:3)

How To Cultivate Good Manners in Our Children
If courtesy is important and will prepare our children to

be successful in life, what is the best way to teach good
manners? The answer is encouraging: simply live it! As
Fred Astaire (a man who was renowned for his gracious-
ness, and esteemed by all as “a gentleman in every way”)
said, “The hardest job kids face today is learning  good
manners without seeing any.”

One thing I appreciate greatly about my parents is that
they are considerate and polite with each other, and they
made it very clear that the same was expected of us. We
were each told that it was our responsibility to teach our
younger siblings how to “talk nice” by speaking sweetly

and patiently with them. Practical expressions of good
manners were also insisted upon, such as writing thank-you
notes, or making the beds and helping clean up the table
and expressing gratitude for the meal when we were guests
in someone’s home.

Ah, guests! That was another way courtesy was mod-
eled to us. My parents love opening their doors to visitors,
and their goal is always that our guests feel comfortable
and valued. Hospitality provided my siblings and I many
opportunities to learn practical courtesies in a memorable
way; skills that will no doubt serve each of us well through-
out our lives. Likewise, your children can learn from you
the joy of being good hosts as you simply follow the Bibli-
cal command in 1 Peter 4:9 to “...be hospitable”. Isn’t it
wonderful that obedience to God’s Word brings so much
blessing to us? He is so good!

Good humour while teaching etiquette puts it all in per-
spective and makes for good memories during the training
process! My Mom often punctuated her insistence on
proper table manners night after night with the curious
statement, “Children, if you have good manners ar home,

someday you’ll be able to eat with
the Queen and not be embar-
rassed.” None of us are sure when
this monumental experience is sup-
posed to happen, but Mom is deter-
mined that we will be ready for it if
it does!

In addition, the dear members
of our own families deserve to be
treated with graciousness and cour-
tesy, too.  There is no such thing as
“company manners.” If we consis-
tently model good manners and
express the expectation that our
children treat their siblings and
guests with loving, consistent
words and behaviour, they will
have nothing to alter for appropri-
ate interaction with people outside
our families. Politeness will be
second nature to them.

The principle of practising at
home what should be practised
abroad applies in other areas, as
well. For example, if insulting
comments are strictly banned at
home (including those defended
under the dubious classification of
‘teasing’) our grown children will
be less likely to blunder by making

a condescending or cutting remark to a potential friend, a
potential employer, or a potential mate.

How sad when the informality of family atmosphere is
used as an excuse for careless rudeness. Instead, our homes
can, and should, be places of rest. They should be places
where kindness rules, where words are gentle, and where
each person thinks first of the comforts of others. What a
beautiful picture of peace and protection. What wonderful
training for our children to be welcome company wherever
they may go!

Whatever Amy Vanderbilt, Emily Post, or Judith Mar-
tin may have to teach us on the valuable specifics of eti-
quette, ultimately the spirit and essence of courtesy is
summed up in Colossians 3:12-13.

“Therefore, as elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffer-
ing, bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if
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anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ
forgave you, so you must also do.”

May your home be radiant with kindness, humility,
meekness, patience, forgiveness ...and may all your chil-
dren be known for their good manners!

“Even a child is known by his deeds, whether what he
does is pure and right.” (Proverbs 20:11).

[Emilie Cianciola is 25 years old and has been homeschooled all
her life]. Courtesy Home School Digest, Box 374 Covert MI 49043

---------------------------------------------------------------
EVOLUTION UNDER FIRE

by columnist C.B. Rogers
The tenets of evolution have come under fire due to

advances in science, and now Darwinian evolution does not
even get past the first hurdle. It seems ironic that it takes a
leap of faith to be an atheist.

The teaching of evolution and, in particular, human
evolution is becoming an issue in our schools. Charles Dar-
win’s theory of evolution is statistically impossible, and
therefore there must have been an ‘intelligent designer’
behind our creation. Hopefully it will not reach the level of
conflict that is raging  in the U.S., where creationists are
demanding that ‘intelligent design’ by a creator supplant
the teaching of evolution.

As a devout Darwinist and an ardent atheist for 40
years (up until five years ago), I
would have considered the teaching
of any form of creationism at our
schools as pure nonsense. In my
student days, Darwinian evolution
and atheism were the only reason-
able and intellectually sound
‘faiths’ to have.

All this changed five years ago
when a young doctor challenged
me to prove evolution was fact. As
starting literature, she gave me
Ralph Muncaster’s book, A Skep-
tic’s Search for God, where he
started by investigating  abiogene-
sis, the origin of first life. The book
was a revelation and I was disap-
pointed to find that evolutionary
biologists had made zero progress
in explaining how first life (the first
living, reproducing cell) began; they had no clue.

Muncaster argued that this first living cell either started
by a chance, random, natural process (evolution), or by
some sort of purposeful, supernatural, intelligent design
(creationism). There was no third way. His premise was
simple: if it could be proved that life originated by chance,
there would be no reason for an intelligent designer; if not,
there had to be some form of God.

What I discovered was that there was more chance of
life in reptilian form arriving by flying saucer from outer
space than for some form of single-cell creature self-assem-
bling by chance from a primordial soup and, for the first
time in 40 years, I had to consider the possibility of an
intelligent designer.

When Darwin published his great work 150 years ago,
it was at least a hundred years before the sciences of cellu-
lar/ micro-biology, and organic and bio-chemistry would
provide an insight into some of the secrets and complexities
of the cell. Among other things, the DNA molecule, the
complexity of the genome and the rigorous statistical anal-
ysis that could have shown the flaws in his theories of
chance origin and macro-evolution were still in the future.
Had he had access to all this information, his great theory

might have been quite different. In brief, Mumcaster used
statistical analysis and the five logical steps outlined below
to prove it impossible to produce the first living cell by ran-
dom chance. Cell components must form and gather.

It cannot be explained how simple compounds such as
amino acids would, by chance, not only form, but condense
into larger protein chains and RNA (ribonucleic acid) and
DNA in the harsh environment of the “primordial soup.”

Components with the correct specifications must
appear in the same place at the same time. How would bil-
lions of individual components ‘know’ when to arrive?
Correct components must be properly assembled.

What are the chances  that  DNA, with more than three
billion base pairs distributed among the 46 chromosomes,
along with ribosomes, the mitochondria, plus all the other
complex substructures such as the Golgi apparatus, would
know how to randomly fit in such a tiny space in just the
right way and  at just the right time? Destructive elements
present must not overwhelm cell assembly.

[If] the first fossils appeared 3.5 billion years ago,
[then] consequently the first living cell had to be older; at
that time Earth would have been a hot, hostile place. How
would the cell’s surface (including the cyroskeleton)
‘know’ to somehow cover the cell to protect it, from these
destructive elements?

Cell assembly must be ener-
gised with life. How would the
DNA ‘kickstart’ into life without
being programmed? Evolutionists
argue that with infinite time any-
thing is possible; give a monkey a
typewriter and it must eventually
come up with the complex works of
Shakespeare. This is no longer
valid now that an age of 15 billion
years has been estimated for the
universe. Still, the estimated 4.5
billion years for the age of the earth
seemed sufficient time for mole-
cules to “get lucky” and form the
first DNA, RNA and protein mole-
cules and from them the first bacte-
rium. 

But probability calculations
carried out by a number of scien-

tists showed incredible odds against this time being suffi-
cient. To quote just two examples: 

British astronomer and mathematician Sir Frederick
Hoyle calculated and said that: “...the likelihood of the for-
mation of life from inanimate matter is one to a number
with 40 thousand zeros after it. It is enough to bury Darwin
and the whole theory of evolution.”

And agnostic microbiologist, Dr. Michael Denton, on
the minimum protein development, calculated that: “...to
get a cell by chance would require at least 100 functioning
proteins to appear simultaneously in one place. This is 100
silmultaneous events, each of an independent probability,
which would hardly be more than 10-20, giving a maximum
combined probability of 10-2000.” 

These figures are mind-boggling, but, as an organic
chemist, the clincher for me was the question of chirality
on the formation of the cellular constituents: amino acids
(all L-forms) and nucleotides (all D-forms). A description
of chirality is beyond the scope of this article, but it is to do
with the highly specific manner in which molecules link
together in cell components. Suffice to say that the issue
raised by chirality placed the odds for the random begin-
ning of life at essentially zero.
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It is obvious then that naturalistic evolution of first life
is statistically impossible and then it follows that it required
an ‘intelligent designer’; Darwinian evolution does not
even get past the first hurdle. 

As each tenet of evolution comes under fire, it seemed
ironic that it has been advances in science that are responsi-
ble. As intelligent design gains credibility, one now needs
faith to be an atheist!

----------------------------------------------------------------
EXPLORING CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

- NOT MUCH CHANGES
by Peter Frogley

After 30 plus years, Light Educational Ministries still
brings essentially the same message in Christian education:
God is the focus, His Kingdom is the goal.

Our desire and vision is, and always has been, that all
Christian educators and schools would not only make that
concept their priority but also would outwork it in their
day-to-day teaching. The effectual outworking requires a
long, sometimes painful process of changing our thinking
to conform with God’s. Paul puts it brilliantly in Romans:

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your
mind, in order to prove by you
what is that good and pleasing and
perfect will of God.”  (12:2).

Renewing our thinking about
every detail of every discipline is
to reinterpret every discipline in
the light of Biblical truth. Many
have little idea how to go about
such a huge challenge and as a
result give up and teach as they
have been taught. In 2011, as in
1979, this process of renewing or
reinterpretation remains fundamen-
tal to any Christian education.

STATE INTERVENTION
Once the State had convinced Christians that education

should be compulsory, they were able to control education.
State control in education is now so ingrained in our think-
ing that we find it difficult to think about education in Bib-
lical terms. For example, most teachers could not conceive
of a course being worthwhile unless it was approved by the
State. Its credibility rests with State approval rather than
God’s approval.

Education is considered in the context of the State
expectations, not in the teaching of the Bible. In this envi-
ronment it has become increasingly difficult to develop a
faithfully Christian educational programme. The State has
not helped Christians in pursuing a truly Christian approach
as it has increasingly exerted, and even forced, a humanist
philosophy on Christian schools.

The State has long since embraced Hegel’s thinking
that the State is “God walking in the earth” and thus even
Christians have come to accept that Government is the ulti-
mate authority. Thus, believing that they are the authority
in education, the State feels free to impose their humanistic
standards on all.

This inversion has replaced the Biblical teaching of
parental authority with State authority. This has become the
accepted norm in most Christian circles, with the common
expression being that if the State does not have control
most children would not be educated. This is to presume
that the population is irresponsible. It does not seem to
occur to State educational authorities that the reason Chris-
tians originally established Christian schools, and many are

home-educating, is that they do not accept State standards
and expectations, but wish to set Biblical standards for their
children’s education!

Statists believe the State is secular and sovereign.
Some would be familiar with the term “sovereignty of par-
liament”, meaning there is no higher authority than parlia-
ment; that is, human government. There is no acknow-
ledgement of the sovereignty of God over all things in the
thinking of these people.

The State, therefore, can accept no competition in
regard to sovereignty. This, incidentally, was the issue in
the first century church. The Romans considered Caesar to
be the true god and they were concerned that the Christians
believed their God was the only true God. 

If Christians had acknowledged Caesar and accepted
that God was but one among the many, He could have
taken His place with all the other gods in the Roman Pan-
theon and Christians would not have been persecuted. As it
was, Christians were considered to be atheists. The paral-
lels between ancient Rome and twenty-first century Christi-
anity should not be overlooked.

Have Christians today accepted that the State is god
with Jesus becoming just another option amongst the gods?

CHRISTIAN RESPONSE
Christians are working to train

their children to be servants of God
in the “Kingdom of God; whilst the
State is aiming to train citizens of,
and for, the state.

Thus the present godless
humanist educational climate cre-
ates a conflict of faith for many
Christians and to coexist they are
encouraged to compromise their
goals and ideals in order to con-
form to the expectation or demands
of the State. Many Christians today
seem to find this compromise quite

acceptable; so powerful and prevailing is the humanist or
Hegelian view. 

It is ironic that our humanistic authorities plead for tol-
erance and acceptance of all religious persuasions, with the
exception of Biblical Christianity. It confirms a theory that
there are effectively only two world views - Christian and
anti-Christian - and those two views are irreconcilable.

EDUCATIONAL HISTORY
Whatever our view of educational control, we have

enjoyed (or endured) State control of education in Australia
since the 1870s, when too few Christians objected. It was
claimed that compulsory education would ensure a quality
free education for all. It would thus protect children who
may have been exploited by wayward parents. In fact there
were few children who were not educated and it may well
be that there are more who are not ‘educated’ today,
whether attending school or not!

The real problem has been that in recent years state
educational philosophy has moved dramatically away from
its Christian base and has been reformed by the likes of
renowned atheist educator John Dewey so that it is now
profoundly anti-Christian.

Clever people in government realised that legislative
control of itself would not be particularly strong if Chris-
tians had been willing to make a stand for Biblical values.
So it must have been a very pleasant surprise when, fool-
ishly, Christians persuaded governments that Christian-
based, non-government schools should be funded from the
public purse. I suspect these clever people thought all their
prayers had been answered. 
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It should have been obvious to Christians then that if
funding was being provided from the public purse there
needed to be public accountability. This is right and proper.
The problem is that the State exercises that accounability
on the basis of its godless, humanist values. Christians have
thus become subject to an alien religion, even entertaining
false gods in their midst. It is therefore very difficult for
Christian schools to be faithful to their name and calling to
represent Christ to their students.

REINTERPRETING DISCIPLINES
Changes like the national curriculum, which may seem

a good idea to some, present Christians with further chal-
lenges in maintaining their distinctive Biblical perspective.
One could perhaps assume that this was an intended obsta-
cle for Christian schools. Hopefully wise schools will be
able to work around this restriction with little change to
their teaching.

If the Christian school’s instruction is to be Christian,
then each discipline must be reinterpreted in light of a Bib-
lical world view. As the Biblical world view is diametri-
cally opposed to a humanist world view, this process of
reinterpretation is extensive and intensive.

For example, how could a
Christian school teach science
from an evolutionary base
when the scriptures declare that
God created in seven days?
How could a Christian school
teach geography from a unifor-
mitarian perspective when the
Bible presents us with a catas-
trophe in the Noahic Flood?
How could they teach history
as if there were no God when
God Himself came and
changed history?

The Christian school of
necessity will be different: but
for State educationalists such
difference is out of the ques-
tion. Students will not be
trained to be citizens of the
State and will thus become a
divisive element in society.
[Nazi Germany had a law that all the children had to
receive the same education, and no differences were
allowed. This same law is still on the books and is being
used today to persecute German homeschoolers. CIM] 

This is the great question for all Christian educators to
answer, and their answer will expose whether they believe
in Christian education or are satisfied with a compromise.
My  concern is that we could well lose Christian education
unless we are willing to stand for the Gospel, even if it
means rethinking everything the world has taught us!
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HOW I TAUGHT MY CHILDREN TO SIT 
STILL AND BE QUIET

by Israel Wayne
When my wife and I were first married we invited a

family to our house for a visit. They had seven children
(ages 1-14) who were all homeschooled. We all sat together
in our living room for three hours enjoying the fellowship
and conversation. I was amazed by their children for sev-
eral reasons.

First of all, they sat quietly without getting up and run-
ning around for THREE HOURS! I had never seen children
do this. At first, I would have suspected that perhaps this
was abnormal and unhealthy ...something that shouldn’t be
encouraged, until I realized that they were all ENJOYING
listening to the conversation!

The second thing that surprised me was that they did
NOT interrupt the adult conversation, but were content to
listen rather than talking and sharing their own thoughts
and ideas. Again, I would have thought that perhaps they
were just socially inept and that they didn’t know how to
communicate, until their parents would ask them some-
thing, or if my wife and I asked them a question. they
would smile and speak up in a clear and appropriately loud
voice to answer our question in return. They were truly
interested in other people.

Even though I did not yet have children, I knew that I
must learn the secret of how one family could raise a
house-full of well-mannered, respectful, appropriately
quiet and pleasantly conversant children. To this day, I have
not met a family that lives in such peace and harmony with
each other and with others. So, I asked them how they did

it. Their answer was not at all
what I would have suspected.

Their first secret, they
informed me, was to keep their
children away from other chil-
dren! This seemed so contrary
to all of the parenting advice
that you read in books and arti-
cles by “parenting experts.”
They said that their children
were not permitted to spend
time alone with other children
their own age, but that their
family always interacted with
other families as a family unit,
rather than as individuals
[something Jonathan Lindvall
advocates, CIM]. So they did
have interaction with other
children, but it was ALWAYS
in a supervised context with
their parents present to provide

careful oversight.
Secondly, they did not permit their children to watch

television or play video games. They did not listen to
aggressive music or play foolish games, so they had lots of
time to do real work with their hands (planting a garden,
carrying firewood, etc), or to enjoy reading a book together
as a family. They lived a very simple life in a simple house,
with very little clutter. I once asked them how they could fit
nine people comfortably into such a small house and they
answered that they didn’t want a larger house because then
they would just accumulate more stuff. They wanted life to
be basic and simple. That is so unlike most families. [Just
before we left Adelaide for Queensland, we lived four
adults and ten children in a house with three bedrooms and
sleepout for about six months, CIM].

Third, they completely eliminated sugar and caffeine
from their diets. This made a lot of sense to me. It is com-
pletely unfair to give a child substances that pump them up
and make them hyper and then expect them to sit still and
be quiet. Make it easier for your children and yourself by
giving them a good wholesome diet.

Fourth, they had a time of family worship every morn-
ing before the father went to work (he has a worskshop on
his own property so that if the children need discipline or
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direction during the day he is available). [If the morning is
not suitable, it may be better to have the family worship
after the evening meal, CIM]. They explained that they
would read the Word of God and have a time of singing and
prayer after the meal. Every child was present and was
expected to be still. No-one asks to be ‘excused’ until all is
finished. All of the children who were old enough would sit
on a chair or on the couch and the baby would be held by
his mother. They would begin this process from birth, so
the children never  thought it was strange. They would also
read books together as a family at night, so they had even
more practice at sitting still and listening. 

As you might expect, my wife and I began to imple-
ment many of these principles with our own children. I
doubt that we have done any of these things as well as our
friends (especially eliminating clutter), but we have seen
very good fruit from these practices in the lives of our chil-
dren.

For families who have not done this with their children
from birth, I would suggest that you ease into the process.
Start with five minutes a day, then
work up to ten, and then  fifteen. Even-
tually your children will easily sit still
for an hour or more. You can read the
Bible for five minutes, sing for ten
(this is something in which they are
participating, so they are less likely to
get bored), and then have a short time
of prayer. 

Our family usually meets from a
half an hour to an hour every morning.
We read at least one chapter from the
Bible each day. A certain amount of
predictability and structure is required
so the children know what to expect,
but the parents can feel a great liberty
to do what they feel is best for their
morning or evening meeting.

There is usually a bit of resistance that is expressed
once a child reaches the toddler years. Once a baby can
crawl they would rather be on the floor moving around than
sitting on Mama’s lap. There will be plenty of time for that
during the day, but not during “Bible time.” This is a time
to sit still and be quiet. Not only does this teach the child
self-control and good listening habits, but most impor-
tantly, it gives them a foundation of knowing and under-
standing the Word of God. For a child who is around one
year old, simply holding the child on your lap and restrain-
ing him when he wants to get down may be sufficient. He
will probably scream and cry, which makes it hard for the
other children to hear the Bible lesson, but that is okay.
Remember that training, rather than merely getting through
a lesson, is a primary objective here. 

When the child gets a bit older, say two to four years
old, they will probably give you some resistance to sitting
still and being quiet. You may need to take a moment away
from the lesson to give the child loving and appropriate dis-
cipline (the board of education applied to the seat of learn-
ing), and then bring them back to sit down again. 

You won’t win this battle in a day, or even a month.
You will win it by doing it every day, day-after-day, week-
after-week for years, until the child is a teenager. Then, as I
envision it, they can begin to contribute very meaningfully
to sharing with the rest of the family the things the Lord is
teaching them from the family lesson, or their own personal
Bible-study time.

We’ve had days where it seemed that all we did was
train our children and we couldn’t even finish reading the

selected Bible passage. That is okay. We don’t get upset
about it. We are meeting our goals and objectives. Our chil-
dren are learning to sit still, be quiet and listen. The purpose
of sitting still and listening is so they can learn; so the hab-
its and disciplines of these forms of instruction are tremen-
dous investments for your children. They give your
children the tools they need (self-discipline) to be able to
learn and be successful in life.

During our Bible time, we want our children to ask
questions regarding anything that they don’t understand, so
we have them raise their hands and wait until we acknowl-
edge them. This is the  same if they need to get a drink or
use the restroom. Usually by age five or so, we are seeing
remarkable progress in our child’s abilities to be still and
listen to adult conversation.

We prefer to have our children with us during church
meetings, rather than having them sent to age-segregated
Sunday schools or “Junior Church.” We want our children
to  learn how to BE THE CHURCH, not the “Junior
Church.” Most families cannot have their children sit with

them during the entire service, even if
they wanted to, because the children
will not be quiet and obedient that
long. Our children could not do this
either if we didn’t practice it every day
at home.

For me, Bible time works best in
the morning before I leave for work.
For some other families it works best
at night, after dinner. There isn’t a
right or wrong to this, the main thing is
to make sure you are consistent. We
like to read books in the evenings, or
sometimes watch an educational video
at night as a family. Whatever works
for your family is great, but make sure
that you are instilling the right kind of
values into your children and that you

are teaching them self-control.
Regarding positive, social interaction with adults, and

other children, your children will need practice. My wife
works with our children to practice shaking someone’s
hand, looking them in the eye, speaking up in an appropri-
ately loud and clear voice and being genuinely interested in
other people, and not just themselves. We still have a long
way to go in these areas, but we are seeing slow progress. 

It’s like I always tell my wife, “Parenting is a mara-
thon, not a sprint. We win by being consistent day after day
for years. Parenting is very, very easy. We just need do all
of the right things everyday from the time that our child is
born until he turns twenty, and everything will turn out
great!” Those last two lines always get a look from my wife
that says, “That doesn’t sound easy to me!” The fact is, it
isn’t easy. There are lots of trials and errors, failures and
successes, but in the long run, you do see good fruit from a
“long obedience in the same direction.”

This daily training is something that is the father’s
responsibility and he should be leading this effort. Men, it
is not your wife’s job to train your children, it is your job.
She is your helpmeet, not the other way around. You need
to take the time to invest in your children. You are the one
who should always be aware of where they are, and what
they are doing, especially when you go somewhere away
from home.

For a wife who has a husband that is unable (perhaps
because of unique work requirement where he is gone for
days on end), or who is unsaved, or just unwilling to lead in
family worship, much of this training can be done by the
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wife. It is never ideal to have only one parent involved in
this daily training. I know that neither my wife nor I could
do it very well alone but, if we had to, we could each do it
individually if necessary. It is of primary importance to us. 

A single parent can do this during the day to a great
extent. I would advise wives to share this article with their
husbands, and ask them to lead the family in daily family
worship. If they will not, then do not nag your husband.
You as the sanctifying spouse, can be an agent of grace to
your children. When your husband is gone, gather your
children for singing (Psalms), reading (Proverbs), and
prayer. 

Don’t make it an event that everyone hates. Keep it
moving and keep the lessons short, especially at first. If you
don’t know what you are doing, that’s okay; most of the
rest of us don’t know either. If you have never had family
worship modeled for you, that’s okay; most of the rest of us
haven’t either. The good news is, your children will have it
modelled for them, and it will be much easier when it is
their turn to become parents.

It is not ALWAYS important
for children to sit still and be quiet.
They are children and should be
allowed to play, have fun and be
noisy. We don’t want them to be
miserable during their whole
childhood. But they do need to
learn how to quiet down and be
appropriate in certain situations.
You don’t want them acting up at a
funeral, or a wedding, or a church
service, or when guests come over
for dinner. There is a time and a
place for being rowdy, and then
there is a time to be silent and respectful. There is a time for
every purpose under heaven. Show them, and teach them,
that furniture should be treated with respect also. Not to put
feet on, walk on, climb on etc. By teaching them to treat
your own furniture that way, they will then treat other peo-
ple’s furniture with respect also. Trampolines are for jump-
ing on, and outdoor play equipment is for hanging and
climbing on. These are not indoor activities.

Remember, don’t expect short term gains. This is a
long-haul project. You may not notice much improvement
in your children for weeks, or months, or maybe even a
couple of years. That’s okay. Just keep being faithful. God
will reward your diligence over time. Remember also that
this is not merely about obeying rules and being legalistic,
but rather about passing on your heart and your love for the
Lord to your children. They will rise to meet your own love
and worship of the Saviour. You are leading, they are fol-
lowing. Make sure that your own heart is clean and pure
before the Lord and that you are not merely following a
rigid duty, but that you are doing this from a heart of love,
and not merely trying to look good on the outside. May the
Lord grant you wisdom and grace as you pursue these
changes.

Courtesy Home School Digest, Box 374 Covert MI 49043
--------------------------------------------------------------

LOYALTY ...COMMITMENT 
...DEDICATION
by Dorothy Robbins

If you are a home schooling family, you may have
noticed something peculiar about your children: they like
being with their family! In fact, the family seems to be the
place where they find the most enjoyment. Have you ever
wondered why this is so?

About thirty years ago ‘generation gap’ was a familiar
phrase. It seemed to explain all the problems parents were
having with their young folks. Then I noticed something
very strange: as my children went from private school to
public (high) school, this strange disease suddenly began
affecting them. I mulled over this for many years. The light
began to dawn when I began observing home-schooled
children. Diseases are caused by microscopic creatures
which never seem to be able to shed any light on the reason
folks become ill. One must search out the predisposing
causes, symptoms, and, at last, the immediate cause: those
tiny critters that infect the body. The generation gap disease
can be diagnosed in much the same way.

Look at boys and girls who are sent to school. Notice
that when we say ‘sent to school’ those impressionable lit-
tle ones are being sent out of the home. Right from the
beginning they develop short term loyalties. They have had
very little time to develop sound relations with parents and
siblings, and now there is even less time. Now there are

their peers and, possibly, a teacher
or two for whom they develop
short term loyalties. This doesn’t
last long. Soon the child passes to
another class, another teacher and,
in another year or two, to others
for whom short term loyalties are
developed.

In the mean time, those, for
whom they should have strong
ties, are growing farther and far-
ther apart. Then comes age eigh-
teen and (sigh) the child is at last
off on his own or married, never
having experienced maturing in a

family in which he is loved, rebuked, encouraged, and
given undying loyalty no matter what.

HOME SCHOOL NUMBERS
About 1.5 million US children are taught at home.

(That’s about 2 percent of school-age US children). Home
schooling is growing in popularity by 10 percent to 20 per-
cent a year. (source AP). 

Unfortunately, particularly in the public school setting,
the seeds of disrespect and rebellion have been sown and
the generation gap disease is full blown. (Naturally, I speak
in generalities. There are always exceptions. Some over-
come the disease!). Does homeschooling best develop well
adjusted adults whose sense of loyalty gives confidence
and security to both the giver and the given? 

With the above in mind read the following (slightly
shortened) from “THE FEDERALIST BRIEF: The Con-
servative e-Journal of Record” 24 February 2003 by Mimi
Knight:

“Unlike the families of the 1950s and ‘60s, ...our homes
sometimes feel like hotels with boarders waving to each
other as they pass in the hallways. But experts are finding
that making family meals a priority is more than worth the
effort.

“...the National Merit Scholarship Corporation ...profiled
National Merit scholars from the past 20 years trying to
find out what these stellar students had in common ...with-
out exception, these kids came from families who ate
together three or more nights a week.

“Not only can family meals make your kids smarter,
spending quality time together over dinner can also con-
tribute to your children’s emotional and spiritual growth.
After all, it’s when you’re all together sharing the details of
your day that real bonding happens.

“And kids who feel close to their families are more likely
to take the family’s value system to heart.”

Courtesy Home School Digest, Box 374 Covert MI 49043
----------------------------------------------------------------
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THE LAW OF CONSEQUENCES
by Reimar Schultze

“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”
(Galatians 6:7).

The Law of Consequences is the queen and mother of
all laws. Where it is respected, immeasurable blessings will
flow. Where it is despised, untold misery and damnation
will be the result. The Law of Consequences is the first law
of education; it is the first law by which learning takes
place. A child learns that if it cries, mother will come. If it
touches a hot stove, it will be hurt. Before a child knows
that there is an A or B, it knows that there is a law of con-
seuqnces. This law is older than teachers, textbooks,
schools, and knowledge itself. We find it at the opening of
the age in these words: “God said ...and it was so,” and we
also find it at the closing of the age in the Revelation in the
words, “Blessed are they that do his commandments that
they may have right to the tree of life...” (Revelation
22:14). 

The Law of Consequences is in operation everywhere
at all times. It governs the Law of Gravity and Newton’s
Third Law (for every action there is an equal and opposite
reaction). You find this law in operation in the affairs of
men, in economics, politics, science, and music. You find it
at work in the human heart; in the natural as well as the
spiritual heart of man. As you see
from the Scriptures, the Law of Con-
sequences has two ingredients, sow-
ing and reaping, which is to say,
cause and effect: “Whatsoever a man
(woman) sows, that shall (s)he also
reap” 

Notice further that Law of Con-
sequences works with pinpoint preci-
sion, with absolute predictability and
irresistible force. Furthermore, notice
that the Law has impeccable credibil-
ity, because God is the author of it, all
nature testifies to it, and all science
stands on its principles. Every cause
has a predictable effect. 

Jesus referred to this law when He said, “He that find-
eth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for My
sake shall find it” (Matthew 10:39). He alluded to it when
He said: “Even so every good tree bringeth forth good
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit” (Matthew
7:17). You reap what you sow. There is no mercy in the
Law of Consequences. There is no variableness in it. It
needs no judge; it is its own judge. Its simplicity cannot be
reduced. Every action has a consequence. Every thought
has a consequence. Can you think of any law more predom-
inant, more powerful, more all-intrusive than the Law of
Consequences? Yet, it is the most neglected and ignored
law in the life of the average Christian.

Somehow, deep in their hearts, people have come to
think that God, rather than being a “God of Consequences,”
is a “God of Exceptions.” Many seem to think, “I can vio-
late this law and get by with it, while perhaps others can’t.”
“Be not deceived, God is not mocked: for whatsoever a
man soewth, that shall he also reap” (Galatioans 6:7). It is
deception in our hearts and a God-mocking spirit that
causes us to defy or twist the laws and promises of God and
create exceptions for ourselves. It is deception that caused
Eve to believe that God did not mean it when He said, “If
you eat of this tree you will die.” In her mind, the God of
holiness and justice had somehow become a God of per-
missiveness, a God who does not mean what He says.

For anyone to say, “God is a God of Exceptions” is to

recreate God, to make Him something He is not. It is us
creating our own God to suit our lifestyle. It is paganism! It
is idolatry! My friend, God clearly said of Himself: “I am
the LORD, I change not” (Malachi 3:6). With Him, James
says, there is “no variableness, neither shadow of turning”
(James 1:17). 

Again, God means what He says, and He says what He
means when He says, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die”
(Ezekiel 18:20). You can count on it. If we could not count
God, nor His Laws, nor His promises, the foundation of our
faith would crumble. That is why the Psalmist said, “If the
foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?”
(Psalm 11:3). What makes us think that the God who said
“Do not lie”, will lie?

If you obey God, He will bless you. If you disobey, He
will curse you. So, embedded within the Law of Conse-
quences there is also a system of jurisprudence. That is,
within it there is right and wrong, punishment and reward.
This precept was clearly laid out before God’s people Israel
in Deuteronomy 11:26-28 as the very foundation of their
eternal covenant with God. “Behold, I set before you this
day a blessing and a curse; A blessing if ye obey the com-
mandments of the Lord your God, which I command you
this day; And a curse, if ye will not obey the command-
ments of the Lord your God, but turn aside out of the way
which I command you this day, to go after other gods,

which ye have not known.” 
Don’t expect to be blessed if you

are disobedient; don’t expect to be
other than blessed if you obey. You
may never go to college, you may
never obtain riches, you may never
be “somebody” in this world. You
may live in a little cottage or be in
prison for a season, but if you obey,
God will bless you. You can count on
it. It is an inviolable law of our sover-
eign God, and it is so because of His
very nature. He cannot and will not
lie and He will not deceive us. It is by
His infinite power that He is able to
deliver His blessing to you in any cir-

cumstance of life. On the other hand, you may get the finest
education, acquire significant wealth and be a respected
person in the company of the “successful,” but if you will
not obey God you’ll be cursed.  

There are no exceptions to these laws. There are no
exceptions for your loved ones, “because they lived a good
life,” or because “they had a good heart,” or “they were
kind to everyone,” or because “they gave so much money
to the poor or to missions.’ Regardless of all this, if they did
not obey God, they are cursed. Whether we obey God or
not is a matter of life and death. This is part of God’s eter-
nal covenant with His people (Deuteronomy 28:15-68;
Romans 1:30-32).

Jesus said, “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” (Mat-
thew 7:14). Yet, at nearly every funeral you get the impres-
sion from the minister that God is a God of the broad way
and that His love allows for exceptions. Friend, the first law
that God gave man wasn’t the law of love or faith; it was
the law of obedience. The first words God spoke to man
were not “I love you” nor “have faith,” but rather, “obey or
die” (Genesis 2:17). 

This theme is carried along in every book of the Bible.
This call to obedience is at the heart of the Lord’s prayer in
the instruction to pray, “Thy will be done” (Matthew 6:10).
Thy will be done is the core of the Bible, it is the Kingdom
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of God, it is Heaven on Earth. It is the essence of Christian-
ity. Love and faith must never be used as escapes from the
law of obedience. God will not have it. God will not allow
it.

If God would occasionally make an exception in nature
to the Law of Consequences, it would throw the whole
physical universe into confusion. Science would collapse.
If God would allow the laws of aerodynamics to fail just
once in a while, you would never want to get into an air-
plane. 

If God would cancel the law of gravity for just one sec-
ond we would all be sucked into space. What is true in the
physical universe is true in the Kingdom of God. The great-
est blessing of the saint is that he can count on God. If he
obeys, he shall be blessed. Thank you Jesus! By the grace
of God, you can obey and be blessed. Are you making the
effort to OBEY?

However, the Law of Consequences remains in force
even when we are forgiven. Abraham was forgiven for hav-
ing slept with Hagar but the consequences are still with us.
We have serious conflicts in the Middle East. Every disobe-
dience has a ripple effect that will last until the end of time.
The forgiveness of sins will
remove guilt, but never conse-
quences.

Because life and death hang
on this law, it must be taught to
our children early in life. Parents,
don’t teach your little ones that
God is a “God of Exceptions.” If
you do not punish your children
CONSISTENTLY, you are teach-
ing them that the Law of Conse-
quences can’t always be counted
on. Therefore the God Who cre-
ated that Law also cannot be
counted on. You will be teaching
them that God is a “God of
Exceptions,” and you prepare them to believe that God’s
promises will not always come true. You will prepare them
for questioning God. You prepare them for death! 

You must get into the habit of telling them to do, or not
do something, just one time. If it is not done in a reasonable
time frame, or they do something again they were told not
to do, the consequence of getting hit must follow without
further warning. That’s the consequence. That’s how they
learn the Law of Consequence. 

You will reap what you sow. God will hold YOU
accountable. If you spent more money than you earned you
will reap disaster. If you fill your mind with the negatives
of politics and economics, or with worldliness instead of
the things of God, you will be discouraged and weakened
in your faith. 

If you eat junk food [it comes in a package “ready-to-
eat”] you will invite diseases. You reap what you sow. If
you are merciless towards others, God will be merciless
towards you. You can count on it. If you are slothful in your
work, and in your Christian disciplines, you will receive the
reward of an unprofitable servant (Matthew 25:30). The list
goes on and on. 

The book of Proverbs is full of examples of cause and
effect. So read it often (and to your children)! God means
what He says. Perhaps few parables of Jesus are as clear on
this as the parable of the wedding feast. There was a man
who came to the wedding without a wedding garment. He
thought that God was a “God of Exceptions” ...at least for
him. 

But the King said to His servants, “Bind him hand and

foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness,
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew
22:11-13). 

Remember that you are to dress appropriately when
you enter into the King’s presence - into His house, the
Church. Don’t be deceived. Don’t mock God. “Whatsoever
you sow, that shall you also reap” (Galatians 6:7). God will
do what He said He will do.
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ADHD: WHAT CHILD DOESN’T FIT 

THAT DESCRIPTION?
by Dr. Albert Mohler

When thinking of signs of our times, consider this
advertisement from a Nebraska newspaper. The ad was
brought to my attention by a helpful listener to the radio
program. Now, let’s think carefully about this. “Can’t sit
still? Can’t play quietly? Loses things? Doesn’t seem to lis-
ten? Has difficulty paying attention? Is fidgety?” Honestly,
do you not know any six to twelve year-old children who
do not fit this description?

The number of children, espe-
cially boys, diagnosed with
ADHD has skyrocketed in recent
years. While some boys may well
have some kind of genuine prob-
lem, the vast majority appear to be
diagnosed as, ...well ...boys.

As physician Leonard Sax,
author of “Boys Adrift”, explains,
a diagnosis of ADHD lets every-
one off the hook, so to speak. The
boy is told he is not responsible
for his behavioral problems, the
parents are relieved of anxiety
over inadequate parenting, teach-
ers and bureaucrats have a new

pathological slot into which boys can be filed, and drug
companies get to sell pills. Everybody wins.

But as Dr. Sax argues, the diagnosis and the drugs can
have far-reaching consequences for the boy. I am not a psy-
chiatrist, a psychologist, a pharmacologist, or a medical
professional of any sort. I am a former boy, however, and I
know very well that every boy I have ever known would fit
the categories described in this advertisement.

I would write more about this, but I just can’t sit still.
Now, what were we talking about?  www.AlbertMohler.com
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Welcome to this new year of 2011. While our mailing

list numbers are dwindling, we continue to get letters of
appreciation. God has sent some excellent material our
way, and I hope you enjoy it as much as we do. 

May our Heavenly Father see fit to bring in more of the
younger generation to carry on with not only believing this
message, but also actively living it, and helping to spread it
further. Please continue to give gift subscriptions for your
children, and encouraging them to read; and placing your
interested friends on our mailing list. 

Also, dont forget to visit our website www.christian-
identityministries.com often for any Covenant Messengers
you may have missed. There are downloadble PDF’s on
nearly every page on many different subjects. And feel free
to leave feedback at the email address listed. 

Thank you again for your orders and ongoing support.
It is all very much appreciated. We pray that God will bless
you and keep you safe for your faithfulness,
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New must read Book:
IT JUST ISN’T FAIR...! SAYS WHO...?

Robert Balaicius
An entreaty to wayward children of the Most 

High to see and accept God’s Plan - and Live!
This book will consider some age-old problems 

from a fresh perspective - and not without a 
wry bit of humour. Open your heart and mind, 

and  see where this will lead. 
What have you got to lose?

#362 @ $12.55


