
SECRET WORSHIP: 
MEDITATING ON SCRIPTURE

“This book of the Law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that
you may be careful to do according to all that is written in
it; for then you will make your way prosperous and then
you will have success” Joshua 1:8.

The book of Joshua opens with God giving Joshua his
final briefing before the conquest of Canaan. After forty
years of wandering in the wilderness, the children of Israel
were finally ready to begin a military campaign of unprece-
dented importance; they were to invade and conquer an
entire nation of fortified cities and battle-hardened troops.
Their success would mean a homeland, a refuge and the
beginning of a godly nation. Their failure would result in
Israel ceasing to exist as a separate people.

One might think that God’s briefing should have
included a discussion of tactics and strategy, enemy strong
points and the importance of good logistical support.
Instead God tells Joshua one thing and one thing only; if he
wants to have success in the coming battles, he must medi-
tate on God’s Law.

If Israel’s leaders were righteous, then her people
would be righteous. and if the people were righteous, then
God Himself would fight for them and help them. It would
not be Israel’s chariots and swords, valiant fighting men or
brilliant strategies that would win the battles they were
about to face; it would be God Almighty, preserving and
protecting them, giving them victory over their enemies
because of His sovereign will (as in Blood River, 1838).
And the way that people would receive God’s blessing was
by meditating on and obeying His Word.

Meditating on “the Law” was always the key to Israel’s
long-term success and prosperity. As the history of the
nation of Israel shows, when the people meditated and
obeyed God, they were blessed and they prospered. When
they neglected God’s commands and became disobedient,
they suffered and declined (see Deuteronomy 28:1ff).

This concept is not some ancient relic from an interest-
ing but irrelevant age, but rather fundamental to every
aspect of modern-day life; the world operates according to
God’s sovereign providence. Everything that happens -
happens according to His will and God governs His cre-
ation in order to manifest His own glory. This is a radical

thought for many Christians today who have basically
adopted a form of theological “schizophrenia” where God
is relegated to the private, subjective and personal areas of
life, but has no relevance to the “real” world. But if our
God, is the true God (as He claims, and as we confess),
then His hand of providence must therefore MUST govern
every area of life. It is God who blesses our labour, God
who heals our diseases, God who comforts us in our dis-
tress and God who makes our paths straight. And He prom-
ises to do all these things (and more) IF we meditate on His
Word, and then diligently seek to bring our thoughts, words
and lives into conformity with His will.

Many Christians today have forgotten the recurring
concern that Solomon addressed in the book of Proverbs;
the necessity for wisdom, and the terrible consequences of
“folly.” In the Bible, a “fool” is not a clown but rather a
theological rebel who insists on living his life according to
his values and beliefs rather than on God’s. And because he
lives contrary to God’s way, he inevitably suffers disaster
after disaster; “There is a way which seems right to a man,
but its end is the way of death...” (Proverbs 14:12). Godly
wisdom, thinking properly about the world and God is not
just a matter for ivory towered intellectuals, pastors or sem-
inary professors but rather a basic survival skill; “for he
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who finds me finds life and obtains favor from the Lord. But
he who sins against me injures himself; all those who hate
me love death” (Proverbs 8:35-36).

But how do we obtain that wonderful, life-giving wis-
dom? Wisdom comes from meditating on God’s Word.
David writes in Psalms that meditating in God’s Word
establishes us on the right path (119:59), builds godly val-
ues (139:17), gives us insight and understanding (119:99)
comforts the soul (77:1-15), brings joy (63:6-7) and is the
essential ingredient for spiritual growth (1:1-3).

Yet Scriptural meditation is a lost art among most
Christians today. Surveys done amongst evangelical, Bible-
believing Christians show that the average church member
spends less than fifteen minutes a week in personal time in
the Word of God. Family worship, where the head of the
household is supposed to teach his family that wisdom
(Deuteronomy 6:6) is seldom practiced. And a godly ser-
mon, no matter how necessary, diligently prepared or effec-
tively delivered, just cannot replace what God says is our
personal responsibility. Our ancestors in the faith were
burned at the stake for insisting on the right of every Chris-
tian having his own copy of the Bible. The entire Western
world taught its children to read, for the very purpose of
allowing every man to read that Bible. Yet, even amongst
those who say they value God’s Word above all, only pick
it up to take it to church on Sunday.

Like Israel of old, we have for-
gotten God’s commandments and as
a result the church suffers defeat after
defeat. Liberals have taken over our
Bible colleges and seminaries, cults
have twisted and distorted the gospel
so that many are deceived from the
true faith, individual Christian lives
are characterized by impotence, frus-
tration and disaster and the culture
around us decays into the worst sorts
of depravity unknown in the Western
world since the decadence of Impe-
rial Rome. All because we have for-
gotten to meditate on and obey God’s commands.

Meditation is central to the kind of vigorous Christian
faith that our ancestors knew and essential for us to see God
bring about widespread revival today. In the past, godly
men and women meditated on the Word of God and dili-
gently tried to order their lives accordingly. As a result,
even when they got it wrong (as they so often did) God
blessed them and prospered their efforts. Though beginning
with only a handful of uneducated men and women, Chris-
tianity conquered the Roman Empire, gave birth to Western
civilization, transformed of medieval culture, liberated the
common man from the tyranny of statism and sent mission-
aries to every corner of the globe. But why should God
answer our prayers today for reformation and revival or
grant us victories over our enemies, if we neglect the very
thing He said was essential to that victory?

God is not a man that He should lie (Lamentations
3:23). When He promises something, He will bring it
about. He commands His people to meditate on His word
and promises them blessing after blessing; IF they obey. If
we want to see God’s power unleashed today, we must take
Him at His word and meditate upon it.

WHAT IS MEDITATION?
We have lost the biblical concept of meditation that

even the word itself needs to be defined. In recent decades,
the word “meditation” has been taken over by eastern mys-
ticism. In the East, “meditation” is a non-rational process
by which one empties oneself of all conscious thought in
order to become “one with the universe.” This is usually
facilitated by repeatedly chanting certain terms or words.

This is a consistent application of their underlying religious
belief that the real word is “maya” or “illusion.” Nothing
really exists so therefore in order to reach enlightenment or
“nirvana” one must learn to step outside the “physical”
world by denying reason.

Scriptural meditation is quite different from the Eastern
counterfeit. Our God is the true God; the God who speaks
(Hebrews 1:1). One of the names of Jesus is the “Logos” or
the “Word” of God (John 1:1). Ours is the God who “rea-
sons” (Isaiah 1:18). The problem for Christians is never a
battle between “faith” and “reason” but rather whether our
reasoning is in conformity to God’s. Hence, God does not
want us to empty our minds of everything, but to  fill them
with His Word (Colossians 3:16). As a result of our new
birth in Jesus the Christ, our minds are to be transformed
and renewed (Romans 12:2, Ephesians 4:23). Instead of
contemplating our belly buttons while making meaningless
sounds, God desires us to understand and apply His word in
every area of our lives. Remember the command to Joshua?
He was to meditate so that  he would be careful to do
according to all that was written in the Law.

The Old Testament was written in  Hebrew, a language
that often expresses complex ideas in pictures. Several
Hebrew words are translated by our English word “medita-
tion.” One word means “to chew,” as in a cow chewing her

cud. A cow has several stomachs
and never gets the full benefit of its
food by simply chewing once and
swallowing. Instead the food is
chewed, partially digested with
enzymes and then brought back up
to chew again. The only way that the
cow receives the full nourishment of
her food is by chewing the food over
and over again.

This very graphic picture (per-
haps a bit TOO graphic for some of
us) reveals what God has in mind
when He tells us to meditate on His
Word. Meditation is the process of

thinking through a Biblical concept over and over again,
seeing its implications and applications in ever area of our
lives. The more we think, and consider and “chew” over the
idea, the deeper our understanding of the principle involved
and the more we see just how it applies to our own lives.

Another Hebrew word that describes meditation means
to “mutter or mumble.” The picture here is of a man walk-
ing along so pre-occupied with something that the ideas
keep bubbling up, even unconsciously in his speech. it is
thus a focused sort of thinking - have you ever been so pre-
occupied with something that without even realizing it you
were talking to yourself? In this view, meditation is focused
attention, concentrating on the Word of God, constantly
rehashing His principles, provisions and promises.

Psalm 119 is an entire Psalm dedicated to meditating
on God’s Word. In verse 130, David says, “The unfolding
of Thy words gives light; it gives understanding to the sim-
ple.” The picture here is of something hidden that only
becomes known as it unfolds; say like the bud of a flower,
the beauty is hidden and inaccessible—and the flower itself
cannot reproduce unless insects can get access to the pol-
len. No matter how potentially beautiful a  flower bud may
be, it is useless until it unfolds. In the same way, we can
only understand the beauty and power of God’s Word
when we unfold it through meditation. Sadly most Chris-
tians only have a bud of God’s Word; because they have
never meditated, they have never seen all the beauty, or
depth or richness of the Word He gave us.

Meditation can thus be described as a process of inter-
nalizing the Word of God by constant repetition of thought
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and focused concentration. It is chewing (thinking) over an
idea again and again. It is concentrating on that idea to the
exclusion of other thoughts that might intrude. But as we
saw in the Joshua passage; the purpose of meditation is
NEVER idle, intellectual or academic speculation; we
meditate in order to be careful to do “according to all that is
written” in God’s Word. Therefore, meditation requires us
to not only understand the meaning of Scripture but also to
see how God’s unchanging principles apply to every area of
our lives.

The problem of course is that often, in our modern,
hectic world, we are too busy to slow down to think about
ANYTHING! Part of the price we paid, as a culture, for
industrialization and modern technology is that with so
many opportunities available, we are kept so busy that few
people know how to slow down and “smell the roses.” We
stay up too late, and get up too early and rush through our
day going from event to event. Sadly, the church is often no
help here because the dedicated Christian will find a pleth-
ora of events and activities demanding even more of his
time. And the “One Eyed God” sitting in all our living
rooms is a demanding master; TV gives people easy enter-
tainment, so that if the decision is between doing some
good thinking (which takes even MORE intellectual
energy). or sitting back and watching
something inane but mildly entertain-
ing; well, most of us take the easy way.

Meditation takes discipline; a word
that most of us fear on more than one
level. We have to learn to make time for
something that God says is central to
our lives; but which even most pastors
have never heard of; let alone taught
on. We have to learn to make room in
our busy schedules, quiet our minds
and learn how to listen to God (Psalm
4:4).

But how is it that we actually DO
meditation? Say now that we are con-
vinced that God wants us to meditate
and we NEED to meditate on order to
receive His blessings - what do we actually do?

Since Biblical meditation is a rational, rather than non-
rational process, we can use good, critical thinking skills in
governing the meditation process. Though there might be a
number of legitimate ways to break the thinking process
down; here we suggest that there are four essential steps;
Observation, Interpretation, Implication and Application.
While these steps are not divinely revealed, they do offer a
reasonable method of approaching Scripture and hearing
God without us putting our words in His mouth.

OBSERVATION
“Observation” refers to understanding the context of

the particular passage. Words, even in Scripture derive their
meaning by the way in which they are used. The Bible was
not written in nice neat little verses but rather as entire
books. (chapters and verses were added much later by
translators). To understand what a particular verse means,
one must first locate the context; what was the Biblical
writer’s main point? Who was his audience, or the
addressee? How does THIS verse relate to what came
before and what will come after? One simply cannot take
verses out of context and arbitrarily assign meanings to
them.

Years ago, as I was teaching a Bible study, one young
man became extremely agitated and outraged as I was
explaining a passage of Scripture; It was not that he neces-
sarily disagreed with what I was saying, but that I was try-
ing to teach him something. He argued that the verse that
says, “And each man will not again teach his brother” (Jer-

emiah 31:34) meant that he didn’t need ME to teach HIM
anything! My young friend did not understand the concept
of “context” and ripped a verse out of Scripture that justi-
fied a rebellious spirit. So I asked him, “If the Bible says
you don’t need anyone to teach you, why does the Bible
say we need teachers?” I then pointed out a number of rele-
vant passages. Again, he became indignant and angry and
refused to listen because “I don’t need YOU to teach ME
about TEACHERS!”

OK, not every Christian is this stubborn and hard-
hearted but all of us tend to find in Scripture what we
expect to find; and there is a danger that we can miss what
God is really saying because we ignore the context of par-
ticular verses. We understand the need for context and use
it every day in our daily conversation. For example if
someone said “She’s an old cow” that person COULD be
making a statement of fact (i.e. “that  milk producing ani-
mal is getting on in years”) or one COULD be making an
extremely insulting statement about a woman. The mean-
ing of the word “cow” is determined  by the “context” of
the statement.

The same principle holds true in understanding Scrip-
ture. The Bible uses many words, phrases and even theo-
logical terms in particular ways. To understand the

meaning, first requires getting a handle
of the immediate context of the verse.
However many Christians will not
apply the same principle to understand
Scripture; we often read into a verse
whatever meanings spring to mind and
can become indignant if that under-
standing is challenged. A long time
ago, in a galaxy far away, I was driving
somewhere with a friend and I asked
how his “quiet time” was that day. He
shared a verse with me, that in God’s
providence, I had just happened to
meditate on that very morning, myself!
However what HE got from the verse
was directly contrary to what I had
understood it to mean. Since we were

friends, and this was a friendly conversation, I  then
explained MY thoughts. I began by identifying the context,
defined each of the specific words, showed how the gram-
mar and syntax led to a particular understanding, para-
phrased the meaning, and then developed a general
application that could be  specifically applied to my life. I
then turned to my friend and said, “Now what do you
think?” His response was, “Well, I guess God must give
different people, different understandings of the same
verse!”

My friend just did not “get it” and neither do a lot of
other Christians. Yes, a person my come up with some nifty
ideas and keen “insights” by ignoring context, but this
demonstrates more about our own creativity than it does the
meaning of God’s Word. This is a very dangerous proce-
dure. As Christians we ought to be concerned with truth
(John 4:24, 3 John 1-6). The issue should not be “this is a
neat idea” but rather “is this God’s truth!” Free association
may be fun and easy to do but it tells us nothing concerning
God’s will or commands.

The best way to understand context is to select one
book of the Bible which will be the source of one’s medita-
tions. Then read the entire book at one sitting. Then,
REREAD the book until you have a rough grasp of the con-
tents. Ask yourself the question, “Who is this written to
(Israel!), and what is the MAIN point to this book?” When
you sit down in the morning for your meditation, read the
specific passage for that day, ask yourself, “how does THIS
verse relate back to the main point, as well as what comes
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before and after?”
INTERPRETATION

The next step in meditation is to “interpret” or under-
stand the meaning of the verse. There may be many appli-
cations to a verse of scripture, but there is always only one
meaning. This is vital to grasp. God is a God of order, not
confusion (1 Corinthians14:40). God does not make the
meaning of a passage change according to the individual
interpreter. There is only one real meaning and finding that
meaning determines whether God will speak to us, or we
will use the Bible to project our own thoughts. Now, you
understand what I am saying here and do it every day; road
signs do not mean one thing to one person  and something
completely different to another. Interpreting road signs is
not a matter of individual taste or preference. If you do not
understand the road sign properly you get lost. If the road
sign says “North” but you interpret it as “South” you might
have a nice drive in the country as a result, but you will
never arrive at your destination!

Now, to be honest and fair-
minded, there are benefits to per-
sonal interpretation; for example, if
you interpret “STOP” to mean
“GO” them you will become well
known to the police department,
your insurance agent will love you
since he will make a healthy profit
on your rising premiums as you
have accident after accident, and
eventually, you will become “inti-
mate” with the local mortician!
And if you freely interpret God’s
Word any way you want, you will
never be challenged to change,
never be convicted of sin, and
never, ever have to do anything you
don’t already want to do, or believe
anything you don’t already believe.
Of course, if you happen to be
believing the wrong things about
God, Jesus, salvation, etc., you just
may end up in the lake of fire; but
of course until then you will never,
ever feel guilty. 

Interpretation requires us to analyze the words and sen-
tences of a passage of Scripture and concerns such things as
grammar and syntax (no, syntax is not the tax levied
against tobacco and alcohol!) as well as the definitions of
different words and how they are used. We need to remem-
ber that God inspired certain men to write the individual
books of the Bible for particular people concerning specific
problems they were facing. Therefore, in order to under-
stand what the passage means to us today, we must first
understand what the passage meant to them. The proper
interpretation of every passage must always be “what did
the original author intend the original audience to under-
stand by what he was inspired to write.” Usually, this does
not require any kind of advanced education since the Bible
speaks to the universal human condition. But sometimes, to
really appreciate why God said what He said, in the way He
said it, we might need an understanding of Biblical customs
and history and perhaps even knowledge of the Biblical
languages and idioms. But having said that, you do not
need to be a Bible scholar to meditate; most of what God
says is really pretty clear, if we just sit down and think
about it for a while. True, there are heights of theology that
make even the greatest minds humble; but what does God
want from YOU?

“He has told you O man what is good, and what does
the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness

and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8). The
Christian life really is not rocket science but rather pretty
basic stuff. The problem facing most of us in meditation is
not a lack of intellectual ability or education preparation,
but simple humility; we just do not want to do what God
wants us to do. Remember what God told Joshua to medi-
tate on? Joshua was to meditate on God’s Law; His com-
mandments and statutes. Really, truly and honestly, do you
think God is planning on giving you a theological exam at
the Great White Throne Judgment at the end of time? Will
He be terribly upset with you if you cannot adequately
define the difference between supralapsarianism and infral-
apsarianism?  Will you be forced to take an oral examina-
tion defending your understanding of the relationship
between the prosophon and the hypostasis of Christ, versus
the Arians, Nestorians, or Monophysites?

No? You do not think that likely? Well, what WILL
God use as the basis of your judgment on that great day?

Jesus said. “If you love Me, keep my
commandments.” To love Jesus
means is to submit to Him (John
14:21), to acknowledge Him as Lord
(Romans 10:9-10).” And what can
that “confession” mean other than
bring your will into submission to
his? Remember the Great Commis-
sion of Matthew 28:19-20; you
know the one the missionaries
always quote when they come by
your church to do fund raising? The
one part of the Great Commission
that seems NEVER to be explained
is the bit where Jesus says, “...
teaching them to observe everything
I commanded you...” Jesus said that
the Apostles were to share the gos-
pel, and then to instruct converts to
obey Him. No obedience, no evan-
gelism; it’s really as straight forward
as that.

Thus, though interpreting Scrip-
ture is a skill that God develops over
a life-time (and one which some of

us will be better gifted than others) and there are some pas-
sages of Scripture which are hard for even the great theolo-
gians to understand (2 Peter 3:16), we can use our time
more wisely by focusing instead on meditating on God’s
commands. Joshua was told to meditate on the Law so that
he would remember to do the things that God had told him
to do in the way that God had told him to do them. This is
the same way that Jesus said the Holy Spirit would work in
believer’s lives (John 14:26). Thus for the average Chris-
tian meditation should always be focused  on God’s princi-
ples, commands, and promises so that we can take the right
actions. In short, we meditate to find out what God wants
us to do (2 Timothy 2:15) according to His Word.

Yet, even if we leave the hard theology to the profes-
sionals, meditation still requires us to concentrate and focus
our hearts and minds so that God can speak to us through
His Word. God promises to reveal Himself to us but it will
require work (Proverbs 2:3-7). Interpretation is like digging
for gold. One does not expect to find huge nuggets simply
lying around on the ground. Sure it happens occasionally;
just like SOME people win the lottery. But as they say the
lottery is a tax on people who cannot do statistics. The odds
of winning the lottery are much worse than being hit by
lightning, yet many people play anyway. (It’s also against
God’s Law because you did not work for it). And the odds
against YOU coming to some profound understanding of
Scripture just by glancing at a passage superficially are
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probably no better. Instead we must be committed to some-
times doing hard, slogging work and pan through a lot of
dust before we strike it rich.

The wonderful thing about meditation is that all of
God’s Word is breathed out by God and profitable for
reproof, correction and training in righteousness (2 Timo-
thy 3;16). The average prospector might spend his entire
life just looking for the right place to mine; what gold
miner would not give his right arm to discover the mother
lode! Yet in Scripture there are truths that are far more
desirable than gold (Psalm 19:10); all it takes to mine them
is a willing heart. God says, “You will seek me and you
shall find me if you search for me with all your heart (Jere-
miah 29:13).” Furthermore, God promises to give us wis-
dom if we simply ask for it (James 1:5). The secret then to
doing good interpretation is to ask God’s wisdom, expect
Him to give it and then keep working at it until He does. If
God promises, then He will deliver.

IMPLICATION
Once the original meaning to the original audience is

understood, one can then explore the idea in more detail
and even bring in other passages to amplify or explain the
present one. This is the third stage
of meditation called “implication”
or the process of working out the
consequences of an idea by corre-
lating one passage with other pas-
sages to obtain a broader and
deeper understanding of the princi-
ple. For example, say you are med-
itating on Ephesians 6:18 which
has a lot to say about prayer. You
examined the context, determined
the meaning, but clearly, the Bible
has much more to say about prayer
then what is found in this one
verse. In fact, as you think about
everything you have ever read
about prayer, or heard preached in
sermons, or read in books, you
begin to tie your personal study to
everything else you know about
the subject. By doing “implica-
tion” we relate the specific princi-
ple from one verse, to everything
else we know about that principle
as developed in Scripture, thus
bringing richer insight and deeper
thoughts.

APPLICATION
However, simply understand-

ing a verse and seeing its implica-
tions are not enough. Interpretation
without “application” may feed
our vanity, but it is of no use for Christian growth or matu-
rity (1 Corinthians 8:1). To apply a scriptural principle in
our lives is simply to stop doing those things which God
hates and to start doing those things which He loves (Ephe-
sians 4:17-24). An application might be as simple, as sing-
ing a Psalm of praise when we discover something new
about God’s character or nature; or it might be as complex
as a complete re-ordering of our lives if God so demands it.
Usually, though, an application is just something we can
take with us throughout the day, something to think about
and consider about how our lives might be changed as a
result of what we have studied.

Allow me to suggest that there are three key principles
to remember concerning applications; they should be per-
sonal, practical and precise. An application must first be
personal; it must apply to me. Yes, there are many things

that other people may need to know or do but the emphasis
of a meditation time is allowing God to work on us. God
will deal with THAT brother in His own good time, instead
we ought to be looking at our own lives (John 21:21-22).

A second principle is that it must be precise; it must be
something specific that I am going to do. If I meditate upon
Ephesians 6:18, it is not enough to say that, “I need to pray
more.” While this may be personal (because it deals with
what I need to do); it is not precise. How often  do I need to
pray, when do I need to pray, how long should I pray, what
should I be praying for? These are the kinds of questions
we need to be asking and answering.

As important as these first two principles are, they are
still not enough; not only must we make our applications
personal and precise, we must also make them practical;
i.e., they must be things that we can do and we must be able
to measure both to determine  how well we do them and
whether we in fact did them at all. For example, if I say that
I am going to pray for thirty minutes every day this is both
a personal and a precise application.  However if I have
never been terribly disciplined in prayer before, it is likely
that after five minutes I may run out of things to pray for!

Thus we can become discouraged
and disheartened and after a few
feeble attempts simply give up.

However, if I apply Ephesians
6:18 by saying that I am going to
pray for five minutes a day, every
day, my application is far more
likely to result in a changed life.
After a while, five minutes will
not be enough so I will have to
pray for ten minutes. Eventually,
as I grow  in knowledge and grace,
fifteen, twenty or even sixty min-
utes a day will not be enough. Like
a baby being weaned  off milk we
need to be gradually fed larger and
larger pieces of spiritual meat (1
Corinthians 3:2, Hebrews 5:12,
14, 1 Peter 2:1). If we make solid
practical applications every day,
we will find that God is taking us
deeper and deeper into His word
and the life of the Spirit.

One final comment concern-
ing applications; while I cannot
justify this necessarily from Scrip-
ture, over the years it seems
“wise” to me that we should focus
on making the application from a
meditation, something that we can
do that day. All of us have beset-
ting sins, weaknesses, trouble

spots and the like. Seldom will God take care of these prob-
lems in one sitting; in fact it is His grace that sanctification
is a process that goes on throughout our lives. Therefore, it
may take many small applications over a period of time to
see His spirit work to make real changes deep within our
lives. Applications are like walking a mile; they should be
made  one step at a time. During your meditation try to find
something from the verse that you can do that day.

OK, granted, if you are living a godless, immoral life-
style of drunkenness, immorality and debauchery then
STOP! But really, if you were THAT kind of person, would
you be reading this? No, the people reading this essay are
people who hunger and thirst after righteousness. God
already has your heart; you WANT to live a life pleasing to
Him. What you need is assistance with learning HOW to
live that life. Therefore, rejoice in your forgiveness; God
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really does love His people and there is no condemnation in
Christ (Romans 8:1). However, there is a lot of work He
still wants to do in your life, and meditation is one of the
primary ways of getting YOUR attention on issues HE
thinks are important. Therefore, do not worry about tomor-
row, but instead focus on what He expects from you today
(Matthew 6:34).

And my friend, when you fall short, when you sin,
repent of those sins, confessing them to God (1 John 1:9)
and enjoying the forgiveness Jesus purchased for you and
rejoicing that “The Lord’s loving-kindnesses never cease,
for His compassion never fails; they spring new, EVERY
morning” (Lamentations 3:22-23). (And remember, the
CONTEXT of Lamentations is God’s judgment on Israel;
even in the midst of judgment, there is forgiveness, restora-
tion, and peace with God).

So focus today, on what God is telling you today.
Tomorrow God may reveal another principle, the next day a
third, etc. As time goes on you will probably find that God
tends to “speak” to you about the same thing again and
again; if there is an area in your life He wants to address,
and you open His word and let it (Him) speak to you, trust
me, He WILL “talk” to you
about it until you get it right! In
fact, I suspect that this is His
way of giving us the opportu-
nity to “practice” godliness (1
Tim 4:7). Thus do not fret your-
self trying to make a “life-
changing” application from
every meditation; instead just
concentrate on learning what
God would have you do, that
day.

CONCLUSION
I will now make a radical

statement that is likely to offend
many sincere Christians; medi-
tation is the first step in growing
in  your personal relationship
with God. If we do not meditate
on Scripture, we CANNOT
hear God. Now, I know this is
offensive because an awful lot of Christians these days
insist that God DOES speak to them; how dare I insinuate
that there is something deficient in their relationship with
God! Why, their religion is deeply meaningful to them, and
they sincerely believe that they are right with God and they
have NEVER done ANY of the things I mentioned in this
essay.

I do not want to be cruel or unkind, really but let us
“reason” together for a moment. Just because you FEEL
something, does not make it true, wouldn’t you agree?
There are all sorts of people living in mental hospitals who
are sincerely convinced that the CIA is after them, or space
aliens are beaming strange signals directly into their brains,
or that voices are telling them what to do. Now if God says
you MUST meditate in His Word, where did you ever get
the idea that you could disobey Him and still “hear” His
voice in your head? What makes you any different from the
people in that mental institution? Oh, in YOUR case, all
Christians agree that God will speak to them privately and
subjectively and none of THEM ever meditate, right? Well,
all the other people in the ward with our paranoid schizo-
phrenic agree with his assessment too!

In the thirty years since God brought me to saving faith
in His Son Jesus, I found it extremely sad, that most Chris-
tians know so little of the God who saved them. They may
have attended more worship services than I have, or gone
to youth camps, or even read more books, or graduated

from more “respectable” seminaries; but for many Chris-
tians, including pastors, they have seldom, if ever spent
large amounts of quality time in meditation during their
life. In reality, all they know about God is what someone
else told them in a sermon or book. This kind of “Christian-
ity” is like a person who has never really had a relationship
with the opposite sex other than reading someone else’s
love letters; at best you can sympathize with their experi-
ence, but you do not truly understand it because it’s all sec-
ond-hand.

But God promises to teach each one of us personally, if
we only allow Him to (Jeremiah 31:33-34, 1 John 2:27).
His Spirit is aching to reveal to us the beauties of Jesus and
the glory of God. Yes, it will take work and whole-hearted
effort. But the result is a life transformed, a mind renewed
and a love relationship with Jesus that grows deeper and
deeper. For what it is worth, every verse in this essay, and
the understanding of the Christian life that it proposes, all
came out of daily meditations. Furthermore, the basic mes-
sage came to me well before I had ever seen the inside of a
college or seminary classroom, or even read that many
good books. When I first came to faith in Jesus Christ,

some “older” brothers in the
Lord told me I needed to spend
time with Him every morning
in His Word. I do not even
remember now whether they
ever used the words, “medita-
tion.” But almost from the
beginning of my Christian life,
I just assumed that THIS was
what Christians did! And God
taught me; sure later on, after
obtaining post-graduate de-
grees in theology I have far
greater understanding of His
Word and how it relates to His
will; but that understanding
was based on those daily per-
sonal meditations.

James tells us that “to one
who knows the right thing to
do and does not do it, to him it

is sin.” You are now responsible to God for what you have
learned about meditation. God wants to meet with you
today! Will you make the time and take the trouble? Enjoy
your quiet time with Jesus!

............... to be continued.
-----------------------------------------------------------

RACE IS FAMILY
by Melek DiaBendia

ICONOCLAST
A race is just a group of biologically related individu-

als, just like your family. A race in fact, is an extended fam-
ily. So, just as it’s natural and healthy to love your own
family, and to feel a bond of loyalty with your own family,
because they are kin to you, it’s also natural to feel a bond
of love and loyalty to your own race, your extended family,
because they are kin to you. You should feel stronger feel-
ings of love and loyalty for your own family than for other
people’s families, and you should also feel stronger love
and loyalty for your own race, than for other races. That’s
just natural. It doesn’t necessarily mean that you try to hurt
other families, or other races, than your own, but you DO
look out for the interests of your own family, and your own
race, first. For example, we live in a world of diminishing
natural resources, and with growing overpopulation, dimin-
ishing territory. Whenever there are limited resources, such
as food, it’s natural to make sure that your family and your
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race are fed first. So, that natural loyalty and love for your
own kind does sometimes extend to making a decision
which must affect the exclusion or detriment of other races.
Otherwise, if you thought that all families were equal to
your own and had an equal right to everything, then all of
your neighbors would forever be camped out in your living
room eating your groceries.

Therefore, when it comes to that awful word, “hate” ...
well, how would you describe the natural emotion you
should feel when someone or something threatens your
family? Would you feel love for a burglar who raped your
wife and killed your kids while robbing your home? Of
course not. What you would feel for them, naturally, could
be correctly defined as hate. (on a larger scale, that is
exactly what ‘asylum seekers,’ and boat people are doing to
YOUR country!). Either your children or somebody else’s
are going to succeed. Either the White race or another race
will inherit the earth. All emotions have their polar oppo-
sites which balance them. Anger is balanced by Fear, and
Love is balanced by Hate .... You cannot truly love your
family, or your race, unless you also acknowledge an
equally powerful and real hatred for anything which threat-
ens their existence.

I don’t hate individuals of
any race, because it isn’t per-
sonal to me. It’s much more
important than that. It’s more
important than all of us. It’s
about what the human species
will be a thousand and ten
thousand years from now. It’s
about whether science and
technology will continue to
advance so that the species can
get off-planet and colonize
other worlds, insuring that the
entire bunch of us won’t be wiped out by one rogue aster-
oid. It’s about the continual honing process through compe-
tition between the races  that we call evolution, and making
sure that it continues. It’s about what’s in the best interests
of the species as a whole. And because I have that perspec-
tive, and that larger worldview, yep, THAT’S what gives
me the right to judge.

Am I missing something here? How in heaven’s name
can any logical thinking individual believe in equality?
And if God is God, how can anyone preach that He is color
blind? God is not stupid. If I can tell the difference, He cer-
tainly ought to be able to!!!

I am a very strong believer in diversity, and I believe
God is as well. And I believe diversity is the strength of our
society, and the protection of diversity can only be pro-
tected and maintained by keeping the various diverse ele-
ments separated, and preventing the amalgamation of the
races. If diversity is society’s strength, then the amalgama-
tion of the races is society’s greatest weakness. When
everyone is cast into the great melting pot, and intermixed
into one, all diversity is destroyed. “God is not the author of
confusion.” God is the author of righteous governmental
orderly arrangement, everything having an ordained place,
and everything being in its proper place or orbit. “God so
loved the world (Greek = Cosmos - orderly arrangement).”
I believe the Lord loves all of His creation and does not
want the diverse elements destroyed through amalgama-
tion. The Lord loves all of His creation, and the orderly
arrangement He created it in. The problem is that man, in
his desire to over-ride God’s perfect orderly arrangement,
has perverted the Love of God, and turned it into man’s
lust. I believe the Lord loves diversity, but amalgamation
destroys all diversity. We see God’s order in the plant and
animal kingdoms. The Humming Bird does not breed with

the Blue Bird. A Bass does not breed with a Trout. A pine
tree does not inter pollinate with an oak. Of all the various
species of plants and animals the norm is segregation. Now
the dog does intermix, but it is interesting to note that in
scripture the dog is always used as a negative symbol. And
who wants to be equated with a dog anyway (except for
dogs).

DENOMINATIONAL DECEPTION
The problem is that the fallen Judeo-Christian denomi-

national religious orders in this country have convinced the
luke-warm white Christians that there is no longer any such
thing as race. That we are all the same, equal in every way.
They have been condemned into denying the obvious. Con-
trary to the teachings of  these Jewish-worshipping denom-
inational preachers, all upright walking talking creatures
are not equal. God is obviously not an equalitarian on any
level or in any form or fashion. He does not love equally,
and He does not call or choose equally, whether it be indi-
viduals, families, genders, nations, or races. 

Now No More Race With God?
“There is neither Jew (Judean - descendant of the

southern kingdom) nor Greek (Hellen - dispersed Israelite
of the northern kingdom),
there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in
Christ (an anointed people,
belonging to) Jesus.” (Gala-
tians 3:28).

“For in Christ (an
anointed people belonging
to)  Jesus neither circumci-
sion availeth anything, nor
uncircumcision, but faith
which worketh by love.”
(Galatians 5:6).

“For in Christ (an anointed people belonging to) Jesus
neither circumcision (as still practiced by the descendants
of the southern kingdom) availeth anything, nor uncircum-
cision (as practised by the dispersed Israelites of the north-
ern kingdom), but a new creature.” (Galatians 6:15).

A common argument is that God now takes no cogni-
zance of race, that all racial distinctions are done away.
That God Himself has gone color blind. And yet these very
objectors to God having distinctive differences in His plan,
purpose, and orderly arrangement, hold strong views about
the Jews, and their future: and they will speak of the pres-
ent age as “the Times of the Gentiles,” (which they inter-
pret as “non-Jew”) implying marked distinctions, which
seems a little contradictory. They are perfectly willing to
hold the Jews up as a separate and distinct, holy and chosen
people, above all others.

How much misunderstanding seems to exist as to the
meaning of the words “in Christ Jesus.” The true meaning
is surely that, in the matter of Salvation there is no differ-
ence between the Judean (southern kingdom) or Greek (dis-
persed northern kingdom); that all have sinned and are
under condemnation; and that deliverance is only in the
Son of God. Being a “new creature” does not depend
upon any question of geography, social position or sex,
but only on being in Christ (an anointed people belong-
ing to) Jesus.

Note that the verse does not  deny that there were dif-
ferences between these, nay the distinction is fully admit-
ted. The only point here emphasized by the Apostle is that
all true believers, though so different in all other respects,
are spiritually one in our Lord. Paul was dealing here
purely with spiritual matters. Objectors, however, applied
the words to cover everything as if God considered only the
spiritual phase of human existence, and altogether ignored
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the realities of man’s temporal life.
This verse does not end at the words “there is neither

Jew (Judean) or Greek (Hellen - dispersed northern Israel-
ite).” All objectors seem to stop there, and read no further;
but the verse goes on, it proceeds to add that “there is nei-
ther bond nor free;” yet this was the state of society in that
period. In our time it is the equivalent of employer and
employee. In this regard a great change comes over the
objector’s attitude; he is not so ready to accept this part of
the verse quite so literally. He agrees that in matters of sal-
vation there was no difference, but in the affairs of this life
he does not so apply it. Especially if he happens to be an
employer of labor, and, of course he recognizes all the dif-
ferences between an employer and employee. Then why
not be consistent about differences in real life, even as God
most certainly does differentiate (separating the sheep from
the goats)? In His Holy Word He gives full instructions to
masters and servants as to how each must behave towards
the other, precise orders are given to each. Why so, if
there’s no difference between them? Exactly the same way
God allotted special functions and duties to each individ-
ual, separate and distinct.

It should be noted that the verse
goes still further to state that “in
Christ (an anointed people belong-
ing to) Jesus, there is neither male
nor female.” This is true in the spir-
itual sphere, but does a Christian
refuse in social life to recognize the
difference? The Christian man
always marries a woman, yet “there
is no difference?” While God sees
no distinction between male and
female in the matter of salvation, in
regard to this life on earth He pre-
scribes the separate duties of each
showing that there is essential dif-
ference. Similarly, God emphati-
cally shows his view in racial
distinctions. If one can use this
scripture to justify racial intermar-
riage, then those advocates of the
homosexual lifestyle can also use it
to justify same sex marriages.

God still takes cognizance of races and nations. He has
a plan and purpose for each and every one of them, just as
He has a separate and distinct plan and purpose for each of
us as individuals.
Courtesy America’s Promise Ministries, Box 157 Sandpoint ID 83864

-------------------------------------------------------------

A MESSAGE THAT EVERY SON 
AND DAUGHTER SHOULD READ

by Connie  Giordano
“For men shall be ... disobedient to parents ...” (2 Tim-

othy 3:2).
“What wickedness will he scruple to commit who will

rob his own parents?”
“God takes notice with what eye children look upon

their parents, and will reckon for the leering look and the
casts of the evil eye as well for the bad language given
them.” - both quotes are from Matthew Henry

“The heart must be profoundly corrupted that can sacri-
fice filial affection on the shrine of the base lust for gain.”

“Undutiful conduct towards parents is a very heinous
sin.” — both quotes are from the Pulpit Commentary

“... a stubborn and rebellious child, which will not
obey the voice of their father, or the voice of their mother
...” (Deuteronomy 21:18).

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times

shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce-
breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of Godli-
ness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away”
(2 Timothy 3:1-5).

The Apostle Paul lets us know that one of the charac-
teristics of the end times would be the uprising of unman-
ageable and arrogant children who would despise their
parents’ authority ... slight their reproofs and admonitions
... disobey their express commands ... waste their substance
... and grieve their hearts.

Look around you today. Is it not so that a rebellious,
antichrist spirit is already at work in the children who are
not yielded and consecrated to the Lord Jesus? Watch the
Daily News and observe that—more and more—it is the
younger ones who are committing the majority of crimes.
In the book of Proverbs, King Solomon painted a picture
for us of a perverse and disobedient generation. They are

identified by three major character-
istics.

1. They Rob Their Parents and 
Feel No Conviction About It.

“Whoso robbeth their father or
their mother; and saith, It is no
transgression; the same is the com-
panion of a destroyer” (Proverbs
28:24)

This is the generation that
wants something for nothing. In
other words, they do not want to
work for their goods. They simply
want them handed down to them on
“a silver platter”—so to speak.
They waste what they have or they
run into debt and then leave their
parents to pay for it all (often hap-
pens with mobile phones). They
shift off all conviction for their
wrongdoing by telling themselves
that their parents’ money will come
to them shortly and be theirs

through inheritance..... (they wish!).
“... the same is a companion of a destroyer.”  Robbing

parents—ruining their estate by riotous living ... wasting
what they have ... running up enormous debts and then
expecting them to pay for it—is greater than any other kind
of theft. The son or daughter who does this is likened unto a
highway robber or even a murderer in God’s sight.

2. They Have Stone Cold Hearts Toward Their Par-
ents

“There is a generation that curseth their father, and
doth not bless their mother” (Proverbs 30:11).

This generation is in total contradiction to the com-
mand given by God for children to honor their parents as
outlined in the Scriptures.

“Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may
be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee” (Exodus 20:12).

“Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his
mother. And all the people shall say, Amen” (Deuteronomy
27:16)

“Honor thy father and thy mother; and, Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself” (Matthew 19:19).

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is
right. Honor thy father and mother; which is the first com-
mandment  with promise” (Ephesians 6:1-2).

“Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is
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well pleasing unto the Lord” (Colossians 3:20).
These children are graceless children. They are without

natural affection. They wish on their father all the evils of
this world. In fact, their desire is for him to die and be out
of this world so that they would no longer be restrained by
his authoritative hand or voice. To their mother—they can-
not give a good word. Instead they abuse her with bad lan-
guage ... wish her ill ... and call her demeaning and
insulting names.

3. They Scorn Their Parents’ Advice, Admonition and
Instructions

“The eye that mocketh at their father, and despiseth to
obey their mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out,
and the young eagles shall eat it” (Proverbs 30:17).

This generation looks upon their parents and their
Godly counsel or discipline with scorn and disdain. They
have no regard to it. They hold obedience to them as a thing
of no importance at all. They
express their mockery and con-
tempt with their “eyes” —disdain-
ful, sour looks or facial
expressions. What this rebellious
and insolent generation does not
realize is that God’s judgment
comes very swiftly on those who
do not heed His Word to obey or
honor their parents.

What does it mean when the
Scripture says that, “Cursed be
they that setteth light at their
father, and despiseth to obey their
mother; the ravens of the valley
shall pick it out and the young
eagles shall eat it”?

Ravens, vultures, and other
birds live on carrion. The first
thing they attack is the eye of their prey. The mother bird
will scoop out the eye of the dead carcass and carry it to the
nest to feed her young. The terminology used here is sim-
ply meant to portray an unnatural, untimely, or violent
death coming to the son or daughter who scorns their par-
ents’ instruction and discipline. They die so suddenly that it
is as if they are left unburied for the birds of prey to feast
upon. 

“God takes notice with what eye children look upon
their parents ... “

May all hear and fear who are reading this message. As
parents, you are either raising your children for the Lord
or for the adversary. As sons or daughters, you are either
being “groomed” for the coming of the Lord or for the  lake
of fire. Whose image are you bearing today?

Never forget—”Undutiful conduct toward parents is a
very heinous sin.” May God Bless His Word!

Courtesy Home School Digest, Box 374 Covert MI 49043
------------------------------------------------------------

WHO WAS KING JAMES?
The Story of King James (mature readers only)
For the last three centuries Protestants have fancied

themselves the heirs of the Reformation, the Puritans, the
Calvinists, and the Pilgrims who landed at Plymouth Rock.
This assumption is one of history’s greatest ironies. Today,
Protestants laboring under that assumption use the King
James Bible. Most of the new Bibles such as the Revised
Standard Version are simply updates of the King James.

The irony is that none of the groups named in the pre-
ceding paragraph used a King James Bible nor would they
have used it if it had been given to them free. The Bible in
use by those groups, until it went out of print in 1644, was
the Geneva Bible (we have one copy left, black leather @

$142.45, CIM). The first Geneva Bible, both Old and New
Testaments was first published in English in 1560 in what
is now Geneva, Switzerland. William Shakespeare, John
Bunyan, John Milton, the Pilgrims who landed on Plym-
outh Rock in 1620, and other luminaries of that era used the
Geneva Bible exclusively.

Until he had his own version named after him, so did
King James I of England (use the Geneva Bible). James I
later tried to disclaim any knowledge of the Geneva Bible,
though he quoted the Geneva Bible in his own writings. As
a Professor Eadie reported it:

“... his virtual disclaimer of all knowledge up to a late
period of the Genevan notes and version was simply a bold,
unblushing falsehood, a clumsy attempt to sever himself
and his earlier Scottish beliefs and usages that he might win
favor with his English churchmen.”

The irony goes further. King James did not encourage
translation of the Bible in order to
enlighten the common people: his
sole intent was to deny them the
marginal notes of the Geneva
Bible. The marginal notes of the
Geneva version were what made it
so popular with the common peo-
ple.

The King James Bible was, and
is for all practical purposes, a gov-
ernment publication. There were
several reasons for the King James
Bible being a government publica-
tion. First, King James I of England
was a devout believer in the “divine
right of kings,” a philosophy
ingrained in him by his mother,
Mary Stuart. Mary Stuart may have
been having an affair with her Ital-

ian secretary, David Rizzio, at the time she conceived
James. There is a better than even chance that James was
the product of adultery. Apparently, enough evidence of
such conduct on the part of Mary Stuart and David Rizzio
existed to cause various Scot nobles, including Mary’s own
husband, King Henry, to drag David Rizzio from Mary’s
supper table and execute him. The Scot nobles hacked and
slashed the screaming Rizzio with knives and swords, and
then threw him off a balcony to the courtyard below where
he landed with a sickening smack. In the phrase of that day,
he had been ‘scotched.’

Mary did have affairs with other men, such as the Earl
of Bothwell. She later tried to execute her husband in a
gunpowder explosion that shook all of Edinburgh. King
Henry survived the explosion only to be suffocated later
that same night. The murderers were never discovered.
Mary was eventually beheaded at the order of her cousin,
Elizabeth I of England.

To such individuals as James and his mother, Mary, the
“divine right of kings” meant that since a king’s power
came from God, the king then had to answer to no one but
God. This lack of responsibility extended to evil kings. The
reasoning was that if a king was evil, that was a punishment
sent from God (this is true!). The citizens should then suffer
in silence (or better still, repent!). If a king was good, that
was a blessing sent from God (unfortunately, since David
and Solomon, there have been many more evil kings, than
good kings).

This is why the Geneva Bible annoyed King James I.
The Geneva Bible had marginal notes that simply didn’t
conform to that point of view. Those marginal notes had
been, to a great extent, placed in the Geneva Bible by the
leaders of the Reformation, including John Knox and John
Calvin. Knox and Calvin could not and cannot be dis-

      Christian Identity Ministries - PO Box 146 - CARDWELL QLD 4849                                                                                                                                                            #308               9

SOME INDISPUTABLE BIBLE FACTS
by late Arnold Kennedy

The protestant churches today, have tradi-

tions in the same way as the Pharisees did 

and the Roman Catholics do. These tradi-

tions make the Word of God of no effect in 

that they block understanding of “election” 

and the identity of the elect. There is a whole 

parallel system of religion complete with 

language, experiences, beliefs and lying 

wonders that refuses to accept many things 

in the Bible.

#619  @ $4.75 posted



missed lightly or their opinions passed off to the public as
the mere ditherings of dissidents.

First, notes such as, “When tyrants cannot prevail by
craft they burst forth into open rage” (note i, Exodus 1:22)
really bothered King James.

Second, religion in James’ time was not what it is
today. In that era religion was controlled by the govern-
ment. If someone lived in Spain at the time, he had three
religious “choices:”

1. Roman Catholicism
2. Silence
3. The Inquisition
The third “option” was reserved for “heretics,” or peo-

ple who didn’t think the way the government wanted them
to. To governments of that era heresy and treason were syn-
onymous. 

England wasn’t much different.  From the time of
Henry VIII on, an Englishman had three choices:

1. The Anglican Church (Church of England)
2. Silence
3. The rack, burning at the

stake, being drawn and quar-
tered, or some other form of
persuasion.

The hapless individuals
who fell into the hands of the
government for holding reli-
gious opinions of their own
were simply punished accord-
ing to the royal whim. Henry
VIII, once he had appointed
himself head of all the English
churches, kept the Roman Cath-
olic system of bishops, deacons
and the like for a very good rea-
son. That system allowed him a
“chain of command” necessary
for any bureaucracy to function.
This system passed intact to his heirs.

This system became a little confusing for English  citi-
zens when Bloody Mary ascended the throne. Mary
wanted everyone to switch back to Roman Catholicism.
Those who proved intransigent and wanted to remain Prot-
estant she burned at the stake—about 300 people in all. She
intended to burn a lot more, but the rest of her intended vic-
tims escaped by leaving the country. A tremendous number
of those intended victims settled in Geneva. Religious refu-
gees from other countries in Western Europe, including the
French theologian Jean Chauvin, better known as John Cal-
vin, also settled there.

Mary died and was succeeded in the throne by her Prot-
estant cousin, Elizabeth. The Anglican bureaucracy re-
turned, less a few notables such as Archbishop Cranmer
and Hugh Latimer (both having been burned at the stake by
Bloody Mary). In Scotland, John Knox led the Reforma-
tion. The Reformation prospered in Geneva. Many of those
who had fled Bloody Mary started a congregation there.
Their greatest effort and contribution to the Reformation
was the first Geneva Bible.

More marginal notes were added to later editions. By
the end of the 16th century, the Geneva Bible had about all
the marginal notes there was space available to put them in

Geneva was an anomaly in 16th century Europe. In the
days of absolute despotism and constant warfare, Geneva
achieved her independence primarily by constant negotia-
tion, playing off one stronger power against another. While
other governments allowed lawyers to drag out cases and
took months and years to get rid of corrupt officials, the
City of Geneva dispatched most civil and criminal cases
within a month and threw corrupt officials into jail the day

after they were found out. The academy that John Calvin
founded  there in 1559 late became the University of
Geneva. Religious wars wracked Europe. The Spanish
fought to restore Roman Catholicism to Western Europe.
The Dutch fought for the Reformation and religious free-
dom. England, a small country with only 4-1/2 million peo-
ple, managed to stay aloof because of the natural advantage
of the English Channel.

The Dutch declared religious freedom for everybody.
Amsterdam became an open city. English Puritans arrived
by the boatload. The 1599 Edition of the Geneva Bible was
printed in Amsterdam and London in large quantities until
well into the 17th century.

King James, before he became James I of England,
made it plain that he had no use for the “Dutch rebels” who
had rebelled against their Spanish king. Another irony left
to us from the 16th century is that the freedom of religion
and freedom of the press did not originate in England as
many people commonly assume today. Those freedoms

were first given to Protestants
by the Dutch, as the records of
that era plainly show. England
today does not have freedom of
the press the way we under-
stand it. (There are things in
England such as the Official
Secrets Act that often land jour-
nalists in jail).

England was relatively
peaceful in the time of Eliza-
beth I. There was the problem
of the Spanish Armada, but that
was brief. Elizabeth later
became known as “Good
Queen  Bess,” not because she
was so good, but because her
successor was so bad. Elizabeth
died in 1603 and her cousin,

James Stuart, son of Mary Stuart, who up until that time
had been King James VI of Scotland ascended the throne
and became known as King James I of England. James
ascended the throne of England with the “divine right of
kings” firmly embedded in his mind. Unfortunately, that
wasn’t his only mental problem. King James I, among his
many other faults, preferred young boys to adult women.
He was a flaming homosexual. His activities in that regard
have been recorded in numerous books and public records;
so much so, that there is no room for debate on the subject.
The king was queer to his very bones. The very people who
use the King James Bible today would be the first ones to
throw such a deviant out of the congregations.

The depravity of King James I didn’t end with sodomy.
James enjoyed killing animals. He called it “hunting.”
Once he killed an animal, he would literally roll about in its
blood. Some believe that he practised bestiality while the
animal lay dying.

James was a sadist as well as a sodomite. He enjoyed
torturing people. While King of Scotland in 1591, he per-
sonally supervised the torture of poor wretches caught up in
the witchcraft trials of Scotland. James would even suggest
new tortures to the examiners. One  “witch,” Barbara
Napier, was acquitted. That event so angered James that he
wrote personally to the court on May 10, 1551, ordering a
sentence of death, and had the jury called into custody. to
make sure they understood their particular offense, the
King himself presided at a new hearing—and was gracious
enough to release them without punishment when they
reversed their verdict.

History has it that James was also a great coward. On
January 7, 1591, the king was in Edinburgh and emerged
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from the toll booth. A retinue followed that included the
Duke of Lennox and Lord Hume. They fell into an argu-
ment with the laird of Logie and pulled their swords. James
looked behind, saw the steel flashing, and fled into the
nearest refuge which turned out to be a skinner’s booth.
There to his shame, he “fouled his breeches in fear.”

In short, King James I was the kind  of despicable crea-
ture honourable men loathed, Christians would not associ-
ate with, and the Bible itself orders to be put to death
(Leviticus 20:13). Knowing what King James was we can
easily discern his motives.

James ascended the English throne in 1603. He wasted
no time in ordering a new edition of the Bible in order to
deny the common people the marginal notes they so valued
in the Geneva Bible. That James I wasn’t going to have any
marginal notes to annoy him and lead English citizens
away from what he wanted them to think is a matter of pub-
lic record. In an account corrected with his own hand dated
February 10, 1604, he ordained:

That a translation be made of the whole Bible, as con-
sonant as can be to the original
Hebrew and Greek, and this to be
set out and printed without any
marginal notes, and only to be
used in all churches of England in
time of divine service. James then
set up rules that made it impossi-
ble for anyone involved in the
project to make an honest transla-
tion, some of which follow:

1. The ordinary Bible read in
the church, commonly called the
Bishop’s Bible to be followed and
as little altered as the truth of the
original will permit.

2. Or, since the common peo-
ple preferred the Geneva Bible to the existing government
publication, let’s see if we can slip a superseding govern-
ment publication onto their bookshelves, altered as little as
possible.

3. The old Ecclesiastical words to be kept, viz. the
word “church” not to be translated “congregation,” etc.

4. That is, if a word should be translated a certain way,
let’s deliberately mis-translate it to make the people think
God still belongs to the Anglican Church - exclusively.

5. No marginal notes at all to be affixed, but only for
the explanation of the Hebrew or Greek words, which can-
not be without some circumlocution, so briefly and fitly be
expressed in the text.

*** You can find more info at Otto Scott’s “James I:
The Fool As King” (Ross House: 1976), pp. 108, 111, 120,
194, 200, 224, 311, 353, 382; King James-VI of Scotland/I
of England by Antonia Fraser (Alfred A. Knopf, New York
1975) pp. 36, 37, 38; King James VI and I by David Harris
Willson, pp.36, 99; James I by his Contemporaries by Rob-
ert Ashton, p.114; and A History of England by Samuel
Rawson Gardiner, Vol. 4, p.112. Check also A LITERARY
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE by Geddes MacGregor who
has devoted a whole chapter entitled “QUEEN” JAMES.

The Mammoth Book of Private Lives by Jon E. Lewis,
pp. 62, 65, 66.

James White also makes mention of it in his book, THE
KING JAMES ONLY CONTROVERSY.

See also King James and the History of Homosexuality,
by Michael B. Young; and King James and Letters of
Homoerotic Desire by David Moore Bergeron. For those
people who feel that the above is a result of the attack on
King James by the 17th century tobacco industry are igno-
rant of the fact that his behavior and personal life were
quite well known to his contemporaries. “He disdained

women and fawned unconscionably on his favourite men.”
Encyclopedia Americana-pp.674, 675.

original article at: www.nomorehoaxes.com/content/view/24/1/
received by email from Wayne Wright

------------------------------------------------------------

SABBATH BREAKING AND THE 

DECAY OF NATIONS
by Brooks Alden

“You show me a nation that has given up the Sabbath,
and I will show you a nation that has got the seeds of
decay.”—D.L. Moody

In reading the words of this great preacher, evangelist
and publisher of the nineteenth century one can see the wis-
dom by looking at the plight of the Anglo-Saxon nations
today. I suspect that the glory days for the British Com-
monwealth and the United States began their departure
when we began to give up on the Sabbath. This certainly
was not so in the early years of the twentieth century. Take
for example the World Exhibition in Paris in the year 1900;

neither the British nor the United
States would participate on Sun-
days. Their respect for God’s Law
paid dividends and when respect
was lost, both nations, perhaps
more the British Commonwealth,
declined in prestige and morality.
Both nations long for their former
days of power and prosperity, but
the growing poverty, fear and loss
of freedoms of the people depicts
nations sorely lacking God as
Commander in Chief.

Some time ago, a young Van-
couverite asked me what Sundays
were like when there was no com-
mercial activity of note taking

place in our communities. I don’t know whether my answer
satisfied him; I told him that this particular Sabbath con-
cerned mostly our rest from our daily toils. That this Fourth
Commandment of the Almighty directed us to, “Remember
the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour
and do all thy work. But the seventh (after the six days of
work, or before the six days of work) is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work....” I like
what a man by the name of Dr. F.B. Meyer said, “The Ten
Commandments do not make things right. They state things
because they are right. We shall never get right until we
begin to see that the Bible does not make things  right or
wrong. It simply states what things are wrong in the Eternal
order; and the keeping of the Sabbath is right, is obligatory,
not only because it is in the Ten Commandments, but
because it is part of the Eternal order. If men break any one
of these Commandments, they are not simply sinning
against God, they are hurting themselves because God
made things right or wrong, not arbitrarily, but because
some things make for health and some for disease.” If you
think of this, lack of rest invariably leads to ill health.

As to what Sundays were like, I guess you had to expe-
rience the quiet atmosphere and the feeling of bliss. You
might think I am quoting others too much in this editorial
but great wisdom is great wisdom and these words of an
early twentieth century visitor to England by the name of
PERE HYACINTHE couldn’t have summed up the feeling
better when he wrote, “I NEVER shall forget the emotion
which filled me at the sight of London. There she sat, the
great empress of the seas, giving laws to the isles and conti-
nents, stretching afar over kings and peoples, not like those
of old, the rod of oppression, but the beneficent scepter of
her riches and her liberty. And I heard the hum of her vast
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industry, and through the streets there poured the living sea
of men and vehicles; then, by and by, there dawned a day, a
day which was not like other days; no noisy wagons now in
the streets, no throngs hurrying to business; the giant
machine that had been roaring and thundering the day
before had suddenly stood still as if before the vision of
God.”

Most of us, when we were young, understood the wis-
dom that to break the Sabbath was unthinkable. We knew
this in days gone by, our parents certainly knew this, and
they understood the advice of Isaiah 58:13-14, “If thou turn
away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on
my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the
Lord, honourable: and shalt honour Him, not doing thine
own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words; then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord:
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the
earth; and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father:
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”

One writer penned, “A corruption of morals usually
follows the profanation of the Sabbath.” This certainly is so
and we who have lived long
enough realize that the profanation
of the Sabbath has been greatly
instrumental of the corruption or
morals.

A number of years ago, I was
fortunate enough to talk to some-
one about the importance of keep-
ing the Sabbath and I adopted his
advice. Sometimes it is difficult
not going into a restaurant on a
Sunday or shopping at the local plaza but I can say that the
ten or so years since have bestowed personal benefits. still,
it is sad to see the plight of our nations as lack of rest for
our citizens and land brought about through debt and usury
prevents a Sunday rest and the Sabbath year of rest. Sadly,
our people are neither knowledgeable (Hosea wrote, “My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge”) nor at this
time prepared to repent, so Isaiah 59:2 holds true, “But
your iniquities have separated between you and your God,
and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not
hear.”

Nonetheless, you and I knowing full well the underly-
ing message of the Bible and who we really are, should add
Sabbath Keeping to our lives, so we may all reap God’s
beneficence. As to our nation, we can only hope that some
day soon the following inspiring words will be noticed by
our brethren everywhere.

“If you refrain from doing your own business
Upon the Sabbath, on My sacred day,
And hold the Sabbath a delight,
And My sacred day an honour,
Not following your own wonted round,
Not doing business, and not talking idly,
Then you shall have delight in God’s favour,
For He will let you hold the land in triumph,
Enjoying your father Jacob’s heritage:
So God Almighty Himself promises.”
Courtesy Thy Kingdom Come, Box 1478 Ferndale WA 98248
-----------------------------------------------------------

Exploring Christian Education

A BIBLICAL VIEW OF DISCIPLINE
by Peter Frogley

Discipline is a Christian concept based in the biblical
idea of discipleship. Believers are called disciples, that is,
those who are disciplined.

At its root, discipline demands obedience. God desires
obedience from His people, not only  because it shows that

they love Him (‘if you love me, keep my commandments’),
but also because  it is the way of life for which God has cre-
ated us.

The Bible is a book devoted to the discipline of God’s
people. The message of the Bible is the redemption of way-
ward man to God’s order. After salvation Holy Spirit
begins the work of sanctification in the believers life. This
process of sanctification is essentially what the discipling
of children is about.

THE NECESSITY OF DISCIPLINE
Because  of man’s predisposition to sin and its deadly

consequences, discipline has been instituted by the Lord to
conform us to His purposes.

Children need the discipline of God through parents
and teachers that they might grow to be the man or woman
God intends.

Psalm 139:24 tells  us children are to be protected from
the hurtful way. Because they are born with a sin nature,
children will pursue the hurtful way unless there is some
intervention. They are unable, of their own volition, to
please God.

Foolishness is bound in the
child’s heart (Proverbs 22:15). It
is the parents’ task to remove chil-
dren from the place of foolishness.
The scripture further tells us that
‘the rod of correction shall drive it
far from him.’ Proverbs 22:6 tells
us ‘Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it.’

For the Jews, ‘old’ was about
13 and onwards. Whilst this scripture may not be a guaran-
teed proof text, it does bring clear instruction to parents as
to the process of discipline. Training involves instruction,
and instruction is to show children the path of righteous-
ness. Instruction makes clear the blessing of righteousness
and the hurtful consequences of sin. Proverbs 8:36 says,
‘He who sins against Me (God) injures himself.’ The par-
ents’ task is to prevent their children from injuring them-
selves.

BRINGING DISCIPLINE
Fundamentally, discipline requires submission and

obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ by faith., which is our
salvation. I think that is what Paul was saying when he
wrote ‘Work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling.’ Ephesians 6:4 instructs fathers to bring up their chil-
dren in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Discipline is the obedience to the father’s word.

Instruction is given so that children have something to
obey; and as they grow it brings the provision of a truth
base which enables their godly decision making. Children
grow in understanding of what is right and can thus be held
accountable. “To him who knows the right thing to do and
does not do it, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). Discipline is
ultimately about self-discipline, but we need to understand
this is a growing skill. Before the self-discipline stage,
young children (up to 10-12 years) obey because of the
authority parents carry.

LACK OF INSTRUCTION
Foolishness in the Bible is a very serious thing. ‘The

fool says in his heart, there is no God’ (Proverbs 14:1).
Biblical fools will end in death in the lake of fire, so bibli-
cal foolishness is not the light matter we often attach to the
word in modern usage. Verse 9 of Proverbs 14 tells us that
fools mock at sin. the child left uninstructed and untrained
will laugh at sin, for the spirit of foolishness says ‘there is
no God.’ Proverbs 15:5 says, ‘A fool rejects his father’s dis-
cipline.’ Therefore, children need to learn the importance
of hearing the instruction of a father, that they may gain
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understanding, keep his commandments, and live (see
Proverbs 4;4-11).

WALKING IN THE SPIRIT
It is too easy to think we can train children without

affecting their heart toward God.  Our task is to train chil-
dren to live, by the power of God’s Spirit. Evangelicals call
this being ‘born again’—the work of God in the child’s life.
Without God children must strive to be good in their own
ability, which is a legalism.

We are to instruct in righteous living as the major
emphasis. Christians including children, do not produce
fruits of the flesh when they walk by the Spirit. “If we live
by the Spirit [i.e. are born again], let us also walk by the
Spirit” (Galatians 5:16).

THE SPIRITUAL FRUIT OF INSTRUCTION — 
ONLY POSSIBLE IF BORN AGAIN

• Children learn what is pleasing to God—what is right,
which produces holiness.

• Children learn the consequences of sin and the neces-
sity for correction.

• Children learn to listen to their
conscience. The Spirit can then begin
to function as convictor and bring
instruction to remembrance (John
14:26).

• As Children obey their con-
science (the Spirit’s conviction) they
learn to discipline or train themselves.
This internal governance should be
the goal of our educative processes.

• Children develop habits of good
conduct and holiness that progres-
sively enable them to transfer easily
from the parent’s external correction
to the Spirit’s eternal (i.e. self) disci-
pline. They will not have to go
through the trauma of trying to break
ingrained habits of sin.

The greater the internal control,
the less need there is for external control—when they are
old they will not depart from it. The emphasis is on the
internal and not the external —many external offences may
stem from one internal problem, commonly an attitude of
disobedience to God and to His authorities. When that
problem is addressed biblically, self-control is enhanced.

TEACHING SELF-GOVERNMENT IN THE 
CLASSROOM

A system of fundamental rules, principles and ordi-
nances for the government of the class are needed to pro-
vide the framework for self-government. The standard is
the Word of God, and thus, the true teaching of self-govern-
ment must draw children’s attention to the centrality of the
Word of God.

When children break a rule in the school consistently,
they are confronted with their attitude first so that they can
identify the cause. Children need to see the difference
between the spirit of the law and the letter of the law.

PRINCIPLES OF CORRECTIONAL DISCIPLINE
Unfortunately our first thought about discipline is too

often correctional discipline. Most discipline should be
bringing godly order to a life. There is a need for correc-
tional discipline. Here are some of the principles that will
prove helpful:

• The Law of God does not cleanse, rather it reveals
sin. The Law produces a heat of conflict (conviction) so
that children come to realize that it is their disobedient
nature that is the problem and not the Law (Romans 7:12-
18; 1 Timothy 1:5-9 and Proverbs 22:15).

• It is a fundamental right of children to be disciplined
(discipled). ‘Do not withhold correction from a child’

(Proverbs 23:13). Corporal punishment is an important part
of biblical discipline. Although illegal in many places
today, it remains the best method—because it is biblical
(Proverbs 13:26, 23:13,14).

•Obedience in all things is a must for children (Colos-
sians 3:20, Ephesians 6:1). Children should not be taught to
obey to receive a physical reward (bribery or manipula-
tion); yet a biblical reward such as a word of praise, an
encouragement, giving of responsibility or service (in other
words character awards) can balance with correctional dis-
cipline (Ephesians 6:1, Proverbs 112:18,19, Colossians
3:22-24, Matthew 25:21).

• Though internal self-government is the goal, external
control on the basis of the Law forms the framework for
self-government (Galatians 3;23, 25; 4:1-2). External con-
trol is not for its own sake but rather to facilitate self-con-
trol.

• In bringing correctional discipline, the emphasis
should be on the heart and attitude of the child, not only on
the wrong action. This makes place for confession, prayer

and forgiveness which cleanses the
heart of sin and disobedience (1 John
1:9; Ephesians 6:1).

• Preventative discipline is the
responsibility of the parent: setting
appropriate standards, not leaving
the children without restraint but
providing them a godly order in
which to walk with security (Prov-
erbs 29:150.

A FORMAL ATMOSPHERE
We live in a day where formality

is almost demonized — perhaps
needed in an earlier time (before
evolution kicked in). It seems to me,
however, that if the atmosphere is
casual it is much more difficult to
define undesirable behaviors as most
behaviors become acceptable.

Our tolerant society today favours a friendly and casual
approach—often attempting to buy the children’s favour. A
more biblical approach will be God-centered as opposed to
a humanistic approach that will be child-centered. A formal
atmosphere sets the tone for obedience as it carries many
more expectations of the child and thus more potential for
discipline and coming into God’s order. Godly children
know there should be restraint and thus order in life as they
grow to understand that in godly order there is security,
peace and purpose.

An established order is quite easily established and
then strictly adhered to so that being in the place of instruc-
tion and learning is synonymous with a quiet and controlled
(formal) atmosphere.

Further, a formal atmosphere implies and even
demands respect for authority, which of itself reduces need
for correctional discipline.

The more formal an atmosphere you create, the fewer
issues of discipline you will experience. It will thus provide
a better context to identify disobedience as sin, and in
doing so easily opens the opportunity for biblical confes-
sion, prayer and forgiveness.

Please note: ‘Formal’ means orderly in a godly sense
and not the rigidity and inflexibility of a man-centered sys-
tem.

REMEMBER YOUR AUTHORITY
It is important that parents know that God has

appointed them to teach their children by delegating His
authority to them. When we recognise that we are operating
in His authority it is unlikely we will abuse that authority.

Children can only truly when they are under the author-
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ity of, and in submission to, the teacher. This is fundamen-
tal for biblical education. Unless we open our hearts and
minds to our teacher we will not receive a clear message.
This is a fundamental problem in our world today and trag-
ically it intrudes far too often into the church. There can be
excellent impartation of knowledge by a teacher, but with-
out submission there will be no true learning nor building
of the character of Jesus Christ.

The vital element in Jesus’ character and in Biblical
education is obedience (Philippians 2:8) which is only pos-
sible when children are in submission to the authority under
which God has placed them. Submission is a key element
in learning and discipline. The key to the parents’ authority
and ability to discipline biblically is founded in their own
submission and obedience to God.

What are we endeavouring to do with our families? We
can have happy children who can fit well into the world and

its system of values or we can disciple servants of God
who will be able to build His kingdom for His glory.  They
cannot do both!

Courtesy Light of Life, 200 Florey Drive, Charnwood ACT 2615
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PRACTICE WHAT YOU PREACH
by Sony Elise

Do you remember when your first child was born? Oh
the joy that must have filled your heart as you looked at that
tiny creature who was so helpless and dependent upon you.
You may have felt inadequate but you knew that, regardless
of what your child lacked in life, he or she would never
lack love. As this little one grew up, I’m sure you did your
best to provide for basic needs. Food and clothing  were
always in sufficient supply and there was sometimes
money left over to pay for a treat or an activity you could
do together. What memories you must have built through
the years.

As your child continues to mature, I suspect so did your
determination to teach right from wrong—to save the child
from making the same mistakes you did. But were you able
to model what you tried to teach or were they just words:?
See, children know when a parent is real and when he or
she is not. The saying “More is caught than taught” is very
true.

When children are young, they want to be their parents.
They look up to and emulate you. They may not always
like obeying you but they respect you. You are their world.
They are observant though. If you tell them not to steal but
you steal, they will notice. If you tell them not to yell but
you yell at them or at your spouse, they make a note of it.

The world is full of hypocrites who know how to pour
on the charm in public but are tyrants at home. A Christian
home should be different than that. We should treat our
children the same way we treat others (recognizing that
there is a difference in that we are responsible for our chil-
dren, but we are not responsible for others). We should talk
to them and instruct them the same way we want to be
talked to and instructed.

Your children may love you regardless of how you act,
but they will respect you and will better learn to be children
of God if you show them how to do so. If you weren’t
taught, don’t worry. The Holy Spirit is a great teacher and
is more than willing to help. Fathers, I’m sure you’ve heard
the saying, “Anyone can be a father but it takes someone
special to be a daddy.” Don’t neglect one moment of being
a daddy to your children. Be the kind of daddy your chil-
dren can emulate as you imitate Jesus the Christ.

Mothers, ask God to help you to view your children as
the blessings they are. If you resent them, they’ll pick up on
it but if you love them, they will return your love and rise
up to call you blessed. If you weren’t raised by parents who

were Godly examples, there is still no reason why you can’t
be just that. God’s mercies are new every morning and
what a blessing for your children to have parents that can
wholeheartedly emulate. As you train your children in the
way they should go ... and they follow suit ... and this con-
tinues on for generations to come—what a heritage!

It’s easy to only think of the moment or to worry about
what people think of us but our primary concern should be
to be the person we want people to think we are. Be that
man or woman who is sold out to Jesus, willing to give up
all for Him. Others may not understand your devotion but
they won’t be able to deny it—and you will have the loving
face of Jesus to look forward to along with His words,
“Well done, My good and faithful servant.’

(Sony Elise is a homeschool graduate who is thankful
to be serving the LORD with her family at Wisdom’s Gate.)

Courtesy Home School Digest, Box 374 COVERT MI 49043
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THE AUSTRALIAN FARMER
He grew up in a big white house, in the rural middle-west.

Hard working Christian parents made him feel that he’d been blessed.
He learned about the Bible, and the things that GOD had planned.

And like his dad before him, he learned to farm the land.

He works sun up till sun down, on land he calls his own.
He’d make an honest living if they’d just leave him alone.

He’s proud to be Australian, but doesn’t understand
Why the Government tries to regulate the produce of his land.

His costs are climbing upward, his profits only fall.
His heart is in the land he loves, his back’s against the wall.
The International Bankers plan to do this country harm.

But he won’t give up without a fight, he won’t give up his farm.

He watched good men work lifetimes, just to lose the things they had.
He thinks about his neighbors farms, it makes him feel so sad.
He gets no help from a country he works each day to feed.
He’s an independent Aussie Farmer, a rare and dying breed.

He might lose his farm someday, to those who Hate this land.
He doesn’t want a handout, but he sure could use a hand.

Let’s help this Assie Hero, to keep this country fed.
Let’s keep the farmer on his land, before more Blood is shed!
©  1988, Thelen Paulk - used by permission (with apology).

check out www.ethicalshopping.com - for Australian made & owned
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Greetings to the lost sheep of the House of Israel. May

our Heavenly Father grant you a bright and prosperous
New Year! Last month we offered you Sounding Forth
The Trumpet, but failed to mention that this is the third in
the trilogy: The Light and the Glory, and From Sea to
Shining Sea. So Sounding Forth the Trumpet completes
the set. God willing we will be away from the office from
January 2, until about January 10 or 11, as we will be visit-
ing friends and relatives in and around Brisbane. We hope
to be in Toowoomba late on the 3rd of Jan. You can contact
my mobile phone while we’re away if you want to see us,
on 0408 660 164. We still need to reduce tapes and loan
CDs.  Any 10 tapes @ $10 posted; CD’s unless otherwise
noted, will be $23 per 7 discs. If you don’t want to keep
them all, consider passing them on to friends or relatives, or
better still, your adult children.

Because of our being away in Brisbane, and having vis-
itors come to stay with us,  the February Messenger my be
a little late - so be patient. By the end of January, we should
just about be back to normal. Please keep trying to find new
people to put on our Mailing List, as we need to keep the
numbers up a bit. Thank you for your ongoing support and
your letters and clippings. They are all appreciated very
much. May our Heavenly Father bless you and keep you,
make His face shine on you and be gracious unto you, lift
up His countenance upon you and give you His peace,
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