
Parents today claim they face issues that earlier genera-
tions did not have to deal with. Consider the plight of par-
ents who desire their daughters to dress in a modest, God-
honoring fashion to preserve their virtue in preparation for
covenantal marriage, only to be silenced because the chil-
dren of pastors and elders sport tattoos, body piercings, and
revealing and/or provocative clothing without comment or
correction from their Christian parents. Or, the dilemma of
a Christian homeschoolong mom when she discovers that
her preadolescent son has been exploring hard-core por-
nography websites, only to be told that, “Boys will be
boys.”

Christians have been conditioned to make our message
conform to Madison Avenue dogmas and doctrines. The
modern church has taken its lead from advertising and mar-
keting firms, believing this is the way to bring more people
to Christ. By adopting the Madison Avenue approach to the
Great Commission and evangelisc endeavours, the church
has become more concerned with how it is viewed than the
message it has been commissioned to preach.

The church cannot effectively address the important
issues of our day because the law of God has been all but
eradicated from Christian preaching. Instead of proclaim-
ing, “Thus saith the Lord,” we have focus groups, seeker
surveys, psychological profiling, and a myriad of humanis-
tic approaches to draw people in. Sad to say, modern con-
gregations appear more like the studio audience of an
Oprah Winfrey or Dr. Phil program than a vibrant, God-
honoring army.

We live in treacherous times. In the midst of this chaos,
we have professing Christians who are more concerned
about not offending the enemies of God than faithfully pro-
claiming the Word of God. The church has diluted the
Great Commission by soft-peddling the do’s and don’ts of a
holy life because it no longer views God’s Law as a light
for the path and a lamp for the feet of the children of God.

But how can Christians preach the law if they have not
embraced the law? How can they embrace it, if they have
been taught that the law is no longer relevant? If the law is
no longer relevant, why should anyone bother with going to
church or paying for Christian education for his or her chil-
dren? Moreover, if the Word is not faithfully and com-
pletely preached on Sunday, or taught throughout the
curriculum Monday through Friday, why should anyone be
surprised by our current societal malaise? Illegitimacy, sex-
ual promiscuity, and an ever-increasing population of sex-
ual predators all stems from an abandonment of God’s
Laws concerning sexual purity.    

As Rushdoony points out, the law of God is a line in
the sand. On one side, you have that which is pleasing to
God. On the other, that which He disdains:

“Every biblical law is concerned with holiness. All law
creates a line of division, a separation between law-abiding
and the law-breaking peoples. Without law, there can be no
separation. The modern antipathy to and open hatred of law
is a hatred of holiness. It is an attempt to destroy the line of
separation between good and evil by abolition of law. How-
ever, because God is holy, law is written into the structure of
all being; law cannot be abolished: it can only be enforced,
if not by man, surely by God.”1

From the time my children were little (about seven to
nine years old), I instructed them using the book of Prov-
erbs as a commentary on God’s Law. We would go through
the book chapter by chapter, sometimes only dealing  with
a few verses at a time. (I used to joke to my husband that in
the process I was giving a sex education class to the chil-
dren). In Proverbs, codes of sexual conduct  consistent with
Biblical law are praised and encouraged, and those anti-
thetical are denounced. Subjects like sexual enticement,
falling prey to fornication (treason against the family), the
dire consequences to health and happiness for failure to lis-
ten to one’s parents (incorrigibility) are all laid out. Note
that I instructed my children before they reached puberty
and had hormonal issues and societal pressures to deal
with. They were instructed that sexual activity was
reserved for covenantal marriage and in that context was a
great blessing of God. Because my husband and I were stu-
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dents of the Bible from a Reconstructionist perspective, we
delivered our words with conviction and certainty.

Our children learned that on one side of the line you
were an in-law and on the other side you were an out-law.
They knew that, in our household, we took God’s Law as
law and that we wanted our family to live as trees planted
by rivers of waters (Psalm 1), rather than have our feet
firmly planted in mid-air.2

I’ve talked with many Christian parents who are reluc-
tant to “come down too hard” on their children’s dress or
questionable viewing habits (magazines, video games,
cable shows, Internet, etc.), afraid that they will alientate
them if they do. However, they also complain that their
children are already becoming alienated. (If you have to
tell them things over and over, you are losing them,
because you do not have the necessary discipline to keep
them in line). Is it any wonder that the same  “issues” that
cause conflicts in a non-Christian home cause conflict in
Christian families when Christians  fail to know, apply, and
teach God’s Laws? Telling young people that they should
be holy and avoid sexual temptation, without highlighting,
teaching, modelling, and enforcing the Law of God, leaves
those desirous of pleasing God in neutral gear.

How are they to be righteous when the standard for
righteousness is neglected? Young listeners are fed a feel-
good morality message by adults
who are feverishly attempting to con-
vince them that church is cooler than
sex. As a result, many churches are
paralyzed when dealing with the
issue of modesty among its young
women. Not wanting to step on the
toes of a “babe in Christ” or risk
being considered offensive, uncool,
or prudish, the church remains silent
regarding indecent apparel. [seen
recently in a Presbyterian church, a
woman wearing a low top sporting a
large tattoo on her back, and wearing
very short shorts, while the minister
led the service wearing open shirt
and jeans]. Because the law of God is
neglected, Christians are subjected to
contaminating barrages from the sec-
ular world without any defense while
the church congratulates itself for
being tolerant and forbearing. Is it
any surprise that “good girls” of the
church dress like their peers in the culture?

Sexual conduct of church members often parallels that
of the culture because the Biblical perspective of marriage
and family has vanished from the pulpit and the home.
Most today would say the basis of marriage (should one
decide to go beyond cohabitation) is romantic love and
compatibility. We have lost understanding of the jurisdic-
tion God gives to the Biblical trustee  family3 as the pri-
mary institution extablished for godly dominion. Thus,
factors that are prerequisites for covenantal marriage (vir-
ginity, dowry, parental approval) are downplayed or
ignored as historical antiques.

When most consider the dowry, scenes from Fiddler on
the Roof come to mind with a father selling his daughters in
order to get them married. This model is a total opposite of
the Biblical principle. Rushdoony comments:

“The European dowry is a reversal of the Biblical princi-
ple: the girls’ father provides it as a gift to the groom. This
has led to an unhealthy situation with respect of marriage
and the family. Girls become, in such a system, a liability. In
the 14th and 15th century Italy, “Fathers came to dread the
birth of a girl-child, in view of the large dowry they would

have to provide for her, and every year the prices in the mar-
riage market rose.” This led to a virtual destruction of the
family, whereas the Biblical dowry strengthened the fam-
ily.  The groom wanted the highest price before accepting a
girl, and the father shopped for someone who would not
bankrupt him by his demands.”4

By contrast, the Biblical dowry system elevated the sta-
tus of a woman as of one for whom a man would lay down
his life. Again, Rushdoony’s comments are insightful:

“The dowry was an important part of marriage. We meet it
first in Jacob, who worked seven years for Laban to earn a
dowry for Rachel (Genesis 29:18). The pay for this service
belonged to the bride as her dowry, and Rachel and Leah
could indignantly speak of themselves as having been “sold”
by their father, because he had withheld from them their
dowry (Genesis 31:14-15). It was the family capital; it repre-
sented the wife’s security, in case of divorce where the hus-
band was at fault. If she were at fault, she forfeited it. She
could not alienate it from her children. There are indications
that the normal dowry was about three years’ wages. The
dowry thus represented funds provided by the father of the
groom, or by the groom through work, used to further the
economic life of the new family. The dowry was thus the
father’s blessing on his son’s marriage, or a test of the young
man’s character.”5

This system worked to include the family of the bride
and the family of the groom. Rushdoony makes an interest-

ing point:
“The Hebrew word for father-in-

law means he who performed the
operation of circumcision, and the
Hebrew word for mother-in-law is
similar. This obviously had no ref-
erence to the actual physical rite,
since Hebrew males were circum-
cised on the eighth day. What it
means was that the father-in-law
ensured the fact of spiritual cir-
cumcision, as did the mother-in-
law, by making sure of the cove-
nantal status of the grrom. It was
their duty to prevent a mixed mar-
riage. A man could only marry
their daughter, and become a bride-
groom, only when clearly a man
under God.”6

Since the woman’s parents were
to secure a godly husband for her,
they had to be equally certain that
their daughter was a godly match.
Ensuring that their daughter was

pure was of utmost necessity in being able to negotiate a
good match, for the Bible established a greater provision
for a virgin than for a woman who was not. 

With so much at stake, a father would be foolish to
allow a daughter to do anything that would impugn her rep-
utation or status as a virgin. Dressing with pronounced
cleavage or with a bare midriff would be indicative of
impurity or one heading in that direction. In today’s cul-
ture, fathers have abandoned their Biblical trustee role and
allowed their daughters to look more like whores in train-
ing than pure, godly women.

However, reputation and outward appearance were not
sufficient. God has placed within a woman’s body evidence
of her sexual purity in the form of a membrane called the
hymen. A woman’s first sexual encounter is accompanied
by a flow of blood when this membrane is ruptured. Thus, a
woman’s tokens of virginity7 would be the evidence that she
was a virgin and rightly merited the dowry for a virgin.
Biblical law outlines what recourse a man had if he discov-
ered he had been misled on his wedding night and the
recourse if a false accusation was rendered by the husband
about his wife.
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13. If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate
her, 14. and give occasion of speech against her, and bring
up an evil name upon herand say, I took this women, and
when I came to her, I found her not a maid:

15. Then shall the father of the damsel, and her mother,
take and bring forth the tokens of the damsel’s virginity
unto the elders of the city in the gate:

16. And the damsel’s father shall say unto the elders, I
gave my daughter unto this man to wife, and he hateth her;

17. And, lo, he hath given occasions of speech against
her, saying, I found not thy daughter a maid; and yet these
are the tokens of my daughter’s virginity. And they shall
spread the cloth before the elders of the city.

18. And the elders of that city shall take that man and
chastise him;

19. And they shall amerce  him in an hundred shekels of
silver, and give them unto the father of the damsel, because
he hath brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel:
and she shall be his wife; he may not put her away all his
days.

20. But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virginity
be not found for the damsel:

21. Then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of
her father’s house, and the men of her city shall stone her
with stones that she die: because she
hath wrought folly in Israel, to play the
whore in her father’s house: so shalt
thou put away evil from among you.
(Deut 22:13-21).

Rushdoony comments on this text:
“This is not a popular text with femi-

nists because it so clearly gives priority
to the family and to the parents. The
father in particular is seen as centrally
important, and the matter of honor is
stressed.

The seriousness of the matter is seen
by the fine cited (v.19) ... This fine of
100 shekels of silver was virtual confis-
cation of an estate. (A shekel was a
weight of silver, not a coin). Obviously,
the honor of a family and its daughter
could not be lightly impugned. This
was not the only penalty. The husband  making a false accu-
sation was also to be chastised or beaten (v.18). To question
the honor of a family and its daughter was not something
done casually or frequently. The man making the false accu-
sation was not killed because he had to support the wife
whose honor he had questioned.8

Thus the reputation of a woman was so highly valued
that slandering her brought severe consequences to her hus-
band. Rushdoony notes that the penalty was twice as severe
as the fine for seduction in verses 28-29. How tragic it is
that today women view themselves so cheaply that they
slander themselves by their dress and demeanor.

Today the dating activities of most young people fly in
the face of the Biblical safeguards for loss of virtue. Chap-
eroning and family-integrated activities are deemed rem-
nants of an older, primitive era.  Thus, accusations of rape
are often difficult to prove when a woman has a history of
fornication. However, most would be surprised to discover
that Biblical Law covers that subject as well.

23. If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an
husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her;

24. Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of
that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die;
the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city; and the
man, because he hath humbled his neighbour’s wife: so
thou shalt put away evil from among you.

25. But if a man find a betrothed (engaged) damsel in
the field, and the man force her, and lie with her: (forcible

rape) then the man only that lay with her shall die:
26. But unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing; there is

in the damsel no sin worthy of death: for as when a man
riseth against his neighbour, and slayeth him, even so is
this matter.

27. For he found her in the field, and the betrothed
damsel cried, and there was none to save her. (Deuteron-
omy 22:23-27).

Contrary to modern “wisdom,” a woman is directed by
Scripture to resist vigorously the attacks of a rapist or risk
being considered to have consented to the rape.9 This
would do much to eradicate  instances of women attempt-
ing to cover up their fornications with charges of rape, not
to mention to encourage fathers to be more aware of the
activities of their daughters. (In Cairns, recently, a rapist
was sentenced to 10 years jail, with eligibility for parole
after 8 - so they can go and do it again! CIM).

Additionally, Exodus 22:16-17 covers the case of
seduction:

16. And if a man entice a maid that is not betrothed,
and lie with her, he shall surely endow her to be his wife.

17. If her father utterly refuse to give her unto him, he
shall pay money according to the dowry of virgins.

Rushdoony explains that this case,
...has to do with the seduction of an

unbetrothed virgin. In Deuteronomy
22:25-29, we have the law of rape, but
in this instance the word used is
“entice.” Although the girl participates
in the act, the responsibility still rests
primarily on the male. In Biblical Law,
the greater the responsibility the
greater the culpability.

Without any qualification whatso-
ever, the guilty man must pay the vir-
gin “the dowry of virgins.” The
amount is not specified here, but in
Deuteronomy 22:29 we are given the
amount, fifty shekels of silver, a very
large amount in those days.

This dowry is to be paid whether or
not he marries the girl. Seduction was
thus too costly to be commonplace in
times when the law was kept.

Whether or not a marriage followed depended on the girl’s
father. If he “utterly refused” the man as a son-in-law, the
dowry still went to the girl, Since a subsequent suitor also
paid some kind of dowry, the girl went into her marriage
well endowed. (although not being a virgin, she may find it
harder to find a suitor).

The Law stresses the priority of the father over both his
daughter and her possible husband. It was his duty to protect
his daughter and to ensure a good marriage for her.10 (a dif-
ficult chore since women have become so independent
with their own cars and ease of movement)

Today, many young men explore the “realities” of sex
by pornographic magazines or websites and through televi-
sion and movies that are all-too-readily available. If discov-
ered by parents, it is often the mother who is shocked and
the father who is mildly concerned. After all, isn’t this just
what boys do? If the Law of God were preached and
applied faithfully, there would be no such casual response.
If a father truly understood that if his son were to violate a
willing virgin that his son would owe the dowry (customar-
ily in the neighbourhood of three years’ wages) and might
not even then be allowed to marry her, the father might be
much less willing to see his son get seaxually aroused at too
early a stage.11

You will not find any teaching  in the New Testament
that overturns these laws regarding sexual relations. The
answer to the promiscuity of young people, rampant illegit-
imacy, murders of thousands of unborn children, and preva-
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lent sexual perversions, is faithfulness to God’s Law. It is
high time Christian fathers reclaim their Biblically
ordained jurisdiction and responsibility and once again
embrace the trusteeship given them by God. •

Notes 1. R.J. Rushdoony, “Holiness and the Law,” in Insti-
tutes of Biblical Law, Vol 1 (Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and
Reformed Publishing Compnay, 1973), 88.

2. This phrasing taken from the title of Francis Beckwith and
Gregory Koukl’s book Relativism: Feet Firmly Planted in Mid-
Air.

3. Andrea Schwartz, “The Biblical Trustee Family,” Faith
for All of Life, Nov-Dec, 2007.

4. Rushdoony, Institutes of Biblical Law, 177.
5. Ibid., 176-177.
6. Ibid., 344.
7. The parents kept these tokens for the very purpose of

being able to refute a false accusation against their daughter. The
1983 movie Yentl, although difficult to watch in almost every
way, includes a scene where the main character (a woman pre-
tending to be a man in order to learn the
Talmud) somehow agrees to marry and
intentionally drips wine on the bed-
sheets on the wedding night to produce
tokens of virginity.

8. R.J. Rushdoony, Deuteronomy
(Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books,
2008), 332.

9. Note that Roe v. Wade high-
lighted the circumstance of “Jane Roe”
as the victim of rape resulting in preg-
nancy, when in actuality Norma
McCorvey later admitted that she had
not been raped, but was encouraged to
say so in order to bring a test case to the
Supreme Court. In addition, the case of
the charges brought against students at
Duke University also proved to be false, unsubstantiated rape
charges.

10. R.J. Rushdoony, Exodus (Vallecito, CA: Ross House
Books, 2004), 315.

The subsequent suitor referred to in the second paragraph
above would be advised that he was not marrying a virgin, and
thus, the required dowry amount he would need to pay would be
less, chastity being a valued trait in a prospective bride. Rather
than a “damaged goods” mentality, it pointed to the fact that this
person had failed to demonstrate good judgment in the past and
that reality followed her into a marriage. Therefore, rather than
being better endowed than a woman who remained pure until
marriage, this sum of money was there to help the foolish girl. It
was far from a reward.

11. Pornography has so many ramifications. In his book,
Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview of Pornographers and
Their War Against Christian Civilization, R.J. Rushdoony dem-
onstrates that in order for modern man to justify his perversion,
he must reject the Biblical doctrine of the fall of man. If there is
no fall, then it follows that all that man does is normative. This is
the philosophy behind pornography.
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SAME-SEX ‘MARRIAGE’? 

THE DEFICIENCIES IN THE DEBATE
by Pastor Gan

During a Q & A program on ABC1, which took place
on April 9, 2012, a sweet young lady (Anita Wu) asked
Cardinal Pell, “Jesus preached ‘love thy neighbour as thy-
self.’ How can you not give our homosexual neighbours
marriage rights, as equality and respect are the fundamental
foundations of love?”

Her question made me recall a telephone call which I
received from a person I didn’t know, “The Bible teaches
us to love our neighbours. So why can’t I love my neigh-
bour?” The question well illustrates what happens when, on
the one hand, words are used without  proper definition
and, on the other hand, issues are framed in a way that

ignores or denies their proper contexts.
FIRST, THE WORD, “LOVE.”

Due to its emotive content by its frequent association
with deep feelings, it is hard to discuss it sensibly and to
keep it within its legitimate range of meanings in public
debates. So, what we find is that two persons debating
about a social issue may premise their arguments on “love”
and yet mean quite different things by the same word. If
anyone wishes to use the sayings of the Lord Jesus in their
arguments, it is only fair that they properly represent what
Jesus is actually saying. This is especially the case when
the Lord’s sayings on love are cited.

Anybody who knows about the teachings of Jesus also
knows that the “love” He was preaching about is righteous
love. It is the love that does not rejoice in the wrong, but
rejoices in the right (1 Corinthians 13:6), and “the right” in
the teaching of the Lord is that which is in accordance with
the word and the character of God as revealed in Scripture.

It needs to be pointed out that
Jesus was not issuing his own com-
mandment. As he himself made it
clear, it was the second great com-
mandment revealed in the Scrip-
ture, which later became the Old
Testament. You can look up Leviti-
cus 19:18 to confirm this yourself.
Therefore, if we believe that Jesus
was, at least, an honest person, we
would understand that the teaching
he held up as the second great com-
mandment was set in the context of
living the lifestyle which God
wanted for His people, and that

included the prohibition of certain sexual relations (see for
example, Leviticus 18:22-23, 20:13, etc.). When under-
stood in this sense, if I loved myself, I would not enter into
a same-sex relationship because that is something which
the Scripture prohibits. Thus the right application of the
commandment to love one’s neighbour as oneself is not to
support any move to legalize same-sex ‘marriage.’ The sec-
ond problem is the way the issues have been framed.

The debate about marriage has been framed around the
issue of two persons who love each other. Thus the debate
about same-sex ‘marriage’ seems to presuppose that mar-
riage is for two persons who love each other.

Before we look into the problem with this presupposi-
tion, there is actually a deeper issue we need to address. In
the past, when civility meant not referring to taboo subjects
by name, the way to conduct discussions on these subjects
was by the use of euphemisms. “Union” is one such word.
So it is constantly stressed, euphemistically, that marriage
is the “union” of a man and a woman. Admittedly, when
traditionalists assert this, they hold that there are many lay-
ers of meaning in this word which aptly represents the vari-
ous aspects of “marriage,” for example, the union of heart
and mind and soul. But it has to be recognized that one of
the aspects is “sex.” The Bible doesn’t have the word
“sex,” so it uses the phrase “becoming one flesh.”

Why is it important to take note of this? Because
euphemism in the marriage debate can be taken too far, to
the detriment of the necessary premise on which marriage
was established. In today’s society, where four-letter-words
and offensive terms are no longer taboo, civil people need
to undestand that, sometimes, the cover of euphemisms has
to be dropped in order that the people of today may get the
right picture of what is at stake in the marriage debate.

Let’s take a good hard look at the meaning of marriage,
shorn of the euphemisms that prevent people from homing
in on the necessary points.

All over the world, except for the minority who con-
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tinue to ignore the plain fact, society recognizes that it is
vital for its own survival and welfare to regulate sexual
behaviour. This is true, even in liberal Australia. For exam-
ple, unless we are paedophiles, we are dead against having
sex with children. We are against blood siblings having sex
with each other. So there is no doubt that sensible people
recognize the social need for sexual relations to be regu-
lated. Of course, we know that the Bible lays down these
laws, but most people know this by their conscience.

It is in this context that we can understand the meaning
of marriage. Society needs to regulate sexual relations
between men and women. The simple reason is that such
relations result in, or are likely to result in, the procreation
of children. The availability of (unscriptural) contraceptive
methods does not negate this basic argument. Children are
not there to be eaten, or to be turned into slaves for the
adults. Our human instinct or conscience tells us that. And
we also know that children are to be nurtured, provided for
and socialised into civil society.

This leads us to an important common sense observa-
tion. Biological parents, who are committed to each other,
are the most likely to take care of their children and bring
them up in a way that enables them
to become contributing members
of society.

On this basis, we can expect
faithful couples to be responsible
for their children. On the other
hand, we also know that people
will not necessarily feel the need to
extend the same love to children
whom they are not certain are their
own. In societies which know the
biological operations of human
reproduction (for example, the
people of the Bible, as illustrated
by the act of Onan in Genesis
38:9), this reality is even more pro-
nounced.

Finally, we also know that
there are many people who will, as
they say, “sow wild oats.” Today,
with the invention of contraceptive
methods, society tends to think this
is not a big issue any longer, but in
the past, uncontrolled sowing of
wild oats would have created a big
problem of unwanted children
(although the death penalty as
applied per the lead article by Andrea Schwartz, would
soon teach people to change their ways - - and all Israel will
hear and fear and do no more any such wickedness! CIM)

NOW WE ARE READY TO GRASP THE TRUE 
MEANING OF MARRIAGE

Marriage is the sanction given by society to a particular
man and a particular woman that they may engage in sexual
relations such that, when/if children are produced, the mar-
ried man and woman may be expected or obliged to take
care of their children. The situation which most likely will
meet this expectation is when both the man and the woman
remain in faithful relationship with each other. Thus mar-
riage becomes a social institution whereby society ensures
its own continuance and welfare.

This has always been the common sense basis,
throughout the ages, on which the institution of marriage
was established. It is in this context that the assertion that
marriage is between a man and a woman makes sense.

At this point, it becomes clear why certain states of
affairs are preferred by society as conditions for the proper
institution of marriage. Certain conditions are more likely

to ensure spousal faithfulness. In the East, many societies
believe that the authority of the parents of the intended
marital partners will best ensure that the married couple
will be committed to each other. So, in such a case, parental
consent is a prerequisite for marriage.

In the Western world, the preferred conditions are free
consent and love between the man and woman who plan to
marry. It is felt that couples who love each other freely are
more likely to be committed to each other. Since marriage
is an institution in which the union of a particular man and
a particular woman is sanctioned by society, the same soci-
ety therefore honours the union by celebrating it with wed-
ding festivities.

It should now be obvious that, in Western society,
freely-given, consensual love between a man and a woman
is not the necessary condition, but merely a preferred con-
dition for marriage. The necessary condition is that one of
the marital partners should be a husband, and the other a
wife. Thus two persons who love each other do not need to
be married unless they require social sanction for their sex-
ual relationship to procreate children.

In the time of the early Roman Empire, for example, it
was the pride of philosophers and
emperors to have same-sex lovers.
Yet even they understood that
marriage was between a man and a
woman, and they therefore did not
seek for their homosexual rela-
tions to be solemnized by a mar-
riage.

As an additional point, we
also know that sexual unions
between siblings and close rela-
tives are likely to produce children
who put a stress on the welfare of
society. Thus the society that
knows that this prohibits mar-
riage  between siblings and close
relatives.

Once the above points are
grasped, we begin  to understand
the difference between legitimate
sexual unions. The sexual union
between a man and a woman is
socially legitimate within a marital
relationshipo. The sexual union
between a man and a woman out
of wedlock is illegitimate, despite
the fact that it might be legal in

some countries.
The sexual unions between members of the same sex

do not merit the marital sanction of society because they do
not result in the procreation of children. Thus a democratic
society may choose to legalise same-sex ‘marriages,’ but
surely this is to make a mockery of the wisdom of the ages,
and to morph an age-old institution into something it was
not meant to be.

Courtesy Saltshakers, Box 6049, Wantirna Vic 3152.
--------------------------------------------------------------

TITHING & BUILDING
by Martin Selbrede

Previously I  suggested a way to measure the progress
of Christian Reconstruction in our culture; that Christians
tithe all the tithes commanded in the Bible, which includes
the Levitical tithe, the poor tithe, and the rejoicing tithe. All
of it. Every last, decentralising, state de-bloating cent of it.
It is truly pitiful that one of Chalcedon’s worst selling
books is the 1979 volume Tithing and Dominion, by
Edward A. Powell and R.J. Rushdoony. We can conclude

    Christian Identity Ministries - PO Box 146 - CARDWELL QLD 4849                                                                                                                                                           #314              5

New CD’s
A--7804a God, Creator & Sovereign of the 

Universe, late Sheldon Emry

A-7804b Envy Not The Wicked, 
late Sheldon Emry

A-7725 (a) Can God Save Individuals 
from the Enemy, 

(b) By Whose Decision Are you Saved? 
late Sheldon Emry

E-381 Unity, pt 1, Mark Downey

E-382 The History Of Our Flag, 
Jon Harness

E-383 Unity, pt 2, Mark Downey

G-846 Ear Ticklers & Ear Stoppers, 
Ted Weiland

G-847 Tea Parties, The Good, The Bad, & 
the Ugly, pt 1, Ted Weiland

J-350 Sanctification & Sexual Purity, pt 2
John Weaver



that meaningful progress has been made when Tithing and
Dominion has become a bestseller. That day is still only a
sparkle in God’s eye.

In general, the modern Christian view of the tithe is a
preposterous caricature that utterly misses the true power of
tithing. We assume sermons on tithing are calls to boost
funding—in effect, calls for throwing money at a problem.
Unfortunately, the content of such sermons tends to rein-
force these impressions. The radical social consequences of
the tithe, the fact that God’s Kingdom cannot properly
grow without the tithe, are alien to modern Christians.

Worse yet, our attitude to the tithe decisively marks
who or what we truly regard as lord over our lives: God or
the state. Our views concerning it will colour how we go
about building God’s Kingdom. The tithe, then, reveals
much about our deepest loyalties. In a sugar-coated world,
it’s no wonder that these aspects of the tithe are too fright-
ening for most Christians to dwell on. When we factor in
the institutional churches’ use of the tithe, which tends to
compound the flocks’ shortchanging of God, we find our-
selves drifting toward a world of hurt beyond our power to
imagine.

EXCEPT THE LORD 
BUILD THE HOUSE
The paradigm Psalm 127:1

sets forth is perpetually binding.
“Unless the Lord build the
house, they that build it labour
in vain.” Just as Moses was to
build according to the pattern
shown to him by God, so are we
to stay in His paths, turning nei-
ther to the left nor the right. The
consequences of offering
“strange fire:” (Leviticus 10:1-
3) before the Lord, rather than
obeying Him in all particulars,
can be catastrophic. There is
only one way to build the
Lord’s house in any day and
age: the Lord’s way. Rushdoony
exposes our core pretensions in
the concluding chapter of Tith-
ing and Dominion thus:

Our sins, and the sins of our
forefathers, box us in ...
Because of our sin of apos-
tasy, we are today heavily
taxed by our rulers (1 Samuel 8:10-18). We are under their
power because of our sins. We have refused to pay God’s
tax, and we are instead burdened by the property tax, the
inheritance tax, the income tax, the sales tax, and thousand
of other taxes. Naturally, we are now very unhappy, and we
want and crave an easy way out. In effect, we say, “All right
God, now I believe in you. Bail me out, so that I can start
tithing.” This is not repentance but impudence. To pay taxes
and tithes means a considerable part of our income, but there
is no easy way out, nor any other way out. We can only cre-
ate God’s ordained society in God’s ordained way.....

There is no easy way out, but there is a good way, a godly
way, the way of obedience to God’s Law. A godly society
will not come by waving a magic wand, nor by dictators, nor
by any other way than God’s ordained way as set forth in
His Law. And the basic to that is the tithe. The tithe is the
a,b,c,’s of godly reconstruction, the alpha and the omega of a
Christian society. (p.141-142).

In the same volume, Powell expresses the identical
thought from the point of view of the reconstruction of eco-
nomic theory. The Christian economist must adhere solely
to Biblical Law, and regard all other ground as shifting

sand.
The Christian economist ... must begin with the conviction

of faith that economics can only be the study of God’s man-
agement of this world by His law.... He must begin with the
absolute conviction of faith that, because God’s Law rules all
of creation, only God’s Law can be productive and fruitful
for man and his environment. (p.53).

THE CONSEQUENCE OF NOT TITHING
We shouldn’t be surprised to learn that since God

makes the tithe so socially important, when we fail to obey
there will be serious repercussions. In fact, we’ve been  suf-
fering those repercusions for a long time. Rushdoony lays
out precisely which benefits are obliterated when tithing is
bypassed or neglected:

First, in God’s plan everything depends on this fact of
tithing. It provides the funding for a variety of activities,
worship, health, education, and welfare, and also scholar-
ship. The tithe is God’s tax, the rent which is His due, but
no man or institution is empowered to collect it. Thus, a
people get the kind of society they pay for in their tithing.
“It is plain to see that everything in the Israelite economy
really depended on the principle of tithing being adopted
and strictly adhered to. Only thus would the system work.”
The alternative to a tithing society is a tyrant state and its

oppressive taxation.
Second, “the spiritual

impoverishment” of our time
is due to the failure to tithe.
Men seem to prefer  the
Internal Revenue Service
(Taxation Office) and its
power-state to tithing and a
free society.....

We can add, fifth, that a
non-tithing culture is a dying
one, because it does not pro-
vide for its future under God.
Christendom has been
unique in world history, in
that Christian scholarship
has again and again revived
culture by providing a
framework for the future.1

 The social implications of
not tithing are bad enough, but
the theological implications are
worse. Failure to tithe strikes at
the Lordship of Jesus the
Christ, at the sovereignty of
God Himself, in the most pro-

found way, by making God a debtor to man:
God does not tax each and every item owned by man. He

makes His claim to sovereignty by taxing all areas in princi-
ple. This is why the failure of man to pay all of God’s taxes
is so destructive. When he fails to pay any one tax, he is
claiming that God has no authority whatsoever in that par-
ticular area of life and thought.... [man essentially proclaims
that] God has no claim of ownership on [him] other than
what he is willing to render to God. It is a denial, in princi-
ple, that God owns all of man’s time. (p.56-57).

TITHING: GOD’S APPOINTED WAY 
TO COUNTER SOCIALISM

It is true that Biblical Christianity is pitted against
socialism. But what we forget is that the tithe is the primary
Christian weapon against socialism. Rushdoony again pin-
points for us where the socialist camel stuck its nose under
the tent, where voids were left when tithing began to disap-
pear::

Socialism has filled a void vacated by Christians. The
spread of Unitarianism and atheism in the United States was
closely followed by the spread of socialism. It was not by
accident that the early American socialist of 1800-1860
attacked the tithe. To break down tithing meant that another
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source of social financing had to be forthcoming: the central
civil government. (p.5). ..... and again:

The tithe has a major social function which needs restor-
ing. It is futile to rail against statism if we have no alterna-
tive to the state assumption of social responsibilities . (p.8).

Sadly, Christianity by and large have been lulled into
an unthinking reliance on the power state. The high calling
of liberty under God is sold for a mess of statist pottage.
God’s blessings are within visible reach, but we grasp for
everything but His way to build a godly society. When
given a choice between falling into the hands of God or
men, David selected God (2 Samuel 24:14), but we rou-
tinely prefer men over God.

Third, the tithe made a free society possible. If every true
Christian tithed today, we could build vast numbers of new
and truly Christian churches, Christian schools, and col-
leges, and we could counteract socialism by Christian
reconstruction. Consider the resources for Christian recon-
struction if only 25 families tithed faithfully! Socialism
grows as Christian independence declines. As long as peo-
ple are slaves within, they will demand slavery in their
social order. (p.4).

The ultimate choice is simple. It is irrevocable:
Either we work to estab-

lish a godly order, or we go
down into the hell of total stat-
ism. (p.10).

THE ANTITHESIS:
Tithing vs. Socialism
We should expect that

faithful tithing will create a
socialist backlash. Socialism
will attack opposing world-
views that advance upon it.
The tithe was attacked in the
1800s in America despite its
success, because the issue
(then and now) is lordship in
the political realm.

Christian economic
thought and theory can never
be compatible with secular
humanist economic thought
and theory. They cannot be
reconciled because they have
totally divergent world and life
views. They are at war with one another because each aims
to glorify their owner, as well as indicting the other for
apostasy. The Christian seeks to glorify God and condemn
fallen man for his treason against the Lord. The humanist
seeks to glorify man and indict God for His abuse of man-
kind..... [Humanistic economic] theories see man as trying
to create paradise out of the cruel creation of God’s handi-
work. Or they see nature as normative and fruitful beyond
limits, and God’s Law as the instrument which has cor-
rupted nature and caused man untold misery. (P.52-53).

THE TITHE AS A PERSONAL MESSAGE 
FROM GOD TO YOU

Christendom is awash in various study aids, video and
DVD programs, devotional books, and Promise Keeper
meetings, all ostensibly designed to help us develop a
deeper, more spiritual relationship with God. As a group
we Christians tend to spend an inordinate amount of money
to salve our consciences, to improve our walks, to get
closer to Him and His Word. There are hundreds of thou-
sands of such programs floating around. To be brutally
honest, only one way is found in Scripture. While others
accumulate teachers to suit their own liking, God has
appointed His own tutor:

The payment of God’s taxes by man forces man  to think
continually in terms of the Word of God. It forces him to

acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus Christ in every area of
life and thought.... Failure to pay any one of God’s taxes
leads to an inability to think God’s thoughts after Him prop-
erly in that area of life. It leads to an improper understanding
of how God rules man and creation. (p.63).

Part of this educational process is the re-definition of
discretionary income. Tithing slams the brakes on humanis-
tic thinking about ownership of income, but in the process
it frees us from hypocritically serving two masters. Powell
first develops this in terms of the offering of the first-fruits
and the theological sledgehammer hidden under its surface:

[A] man could not use the results, or rewards of his labour
until he had made an offering of a portion of them to God.
Since a man could not use his harvest, or income prior to his
offering of the  First-fruits from it, this meant he did not own
his income. What a man owns he controls, and vice-versa.
Ownership is meaningless if a person cannot control the use
of what he “owns.” Hence, the payment of the First-fruits
signified that a man did not own his income, but that God
did.... The tax  of the First-fruits on a man’s productive
efforts establishes the principle that man is owned, lock,
stock, and barrel, by God. (p.71-72).

Powell then illustrates that the same principle informs
the tithe as well, arguing that
the tithe paid by the Levites
to the high priest (1) had to
be paid before the Levite
could use any of it, and (2)
was no different than the har-
vest tithes paid by Israelites
to the Levites, meaning that
(3) the Israelites, too, had to
pay their tithe first before
they could make any legiti-
mate use of the results of
their labours.

The Levites were
required by God to tithe out
of their increase the best
thereof to the High Priest
prior to their own use of the
tithes that they had obtained
from the Israelites.... The
tithes that they received were
recognised as being in
essence the same as an

increase of the “corn of the threshing floor, and the fullness
of the winepress” (Numbers 18:27)... Since both the
increase of the Levites and the increase of the remaining
Israelites were seen by God as being the same, and since
the Levites were required to pay the Tithe prior to their use
of their increase, we can understand that the Tithe was
required to be paid by all the people of Israel prior to any
personal use of the rewards of their labours. (p.90).

[even though there are those who teach that tithes were
only paid by those who made their increase from the earth,
through things like agriculture, mining, timber, etc., this
proves otherwise in that ALL Israelites paid tithes]

Modern man likes to cynically point the finger at
churches and Christian ministries, accusing them of stick-
ing their hands into his pocket to take “his hard-earned
money.” Imagine the victim of  theft being labelled a pick-
pocket by the actual thieves!  Rushdoony, in his magnum
opus The Institutes of Biblical Law, quotes a pseudo-
Augustinian sermon on this point that is even more direct in
its denunciation:

Whoever will not give the tithe appropriates property that
does not belong to him. If the poor die of hunger, he is guilty
of their murder and will have to answer before God’s judg-
ment seat as a murderer; he has taken that which God has set
aside for the poor and kept it for himself. (p.512). [we are
talking about kinsmen here, and not the blacks in Africa,
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Matthew 7:6]

Apart from the message of God’s sovereignty that the
tithe embodies (for those who obey His ordinances in
regard to it), the blessings associated with the tithe have
some remarkable components. Rushdoony draws attention
to the fact that tithing can be instrumental in shifting power
into the hands of the “little man.”

Seventh, the tithe restores power to the little man. Today,
it is the rich man who dominates most causes; his money
counts; he can donate a hundred thousand or a million and
make his influence felt. But a thousand little men who tithe
can far outweigh the rich man. They can keep a Christian
cause from being dominated by a handful. Tithing is the way
for the little man to have power with God’s blessing. (p.5).

Our Lord’s praise for the poor widow who threw her
two mites into the temple treasury is poignant proof that
God honours those who affirm His Lordship over them and
over their substance.

THE HANDS ARE THE HANDS OF ESAU
In his book, The One and the Many, R.J. Rushdoony

cites Genesis 27:22 “The voice is
Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the
hands of Esau,” illustrating a princi-
ple beyond the scope of the Genesis
narrative. It is what the modern
world calls cognitive dissonance, a
grating mismatch. The Scriptures
swell with examples. James asks if
the same spring can pour out both
pure and polluted  water. Jesus
quotes Isaiah concerning a people
who honour God with their lips, but
whose hearts are far from Him.
Ezekiel’s wall of undaubed mortar,
Isaiah’s wood  that is “not-wood,”
or our Lord mention of whites sep-
ulchres, are similar antinomies.

When it comes to tithing, Rush-
doony’s citation is perfectly rele-
vant. Christians say one thing, but
do another. Our voice is Jacob’s
voice, but our hands are the hands
of Esau. We’ll talk like Christians,
but our actions may convict us of
being statists. We’ll talk about the
Lordship of Jesus Christ, but affirm
the contrary in practice.  We’ll raise a stink to retain “In
God We Trust” on our money, but in practice find our safer
harbour in the words, “Backed by the full faith and credit of
the United States” posted at the bank.

We may be sending mixed signals, but Jesus’ parable
of the Two Sons (Matthew 21:28-31 shows that God knows
full well how to filter out the static. Christians piously
make a lot of noise about “rendering unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are
God’s.” Yet we are much more faithful in rendering unto
Caesar the things that are allegedly Caesar’s, which shows
where our loyalties actually lie.

When building an altar to God, men were forbidden to
touch the stones with tools. The stones were to retain the
shape God originally gave them (Deuteronomy 27:5), not
reworked by men to chieve a better, more comfortable fit.
Figuratively speaking, tithing is a stone of God that has not
only been mercilessly chiseled down, it has become chock
full of Esau’s fingerprints. Correction: to compare the mod-
ern non-tithing Christian to Esau is an insult .... to Esau.
For all his numerous faults, Esau didn’t have a greedy bone
in his body (Genesis 33:9).
“CHRIST’S KINGDOM: HOW SHALL WE BUILT?”

The bold subhead above is the title of a 1981 article by
Tom Rose that appeared in the Journal of Christian Recon-
struction, vol. 8, No.1. It is significant that of the four
major categories Rose tabulates in answer to the question
How Shall We Build?, three are directly anchored to a tithe-
based economy (education, care of the aged, care of the
poor and needy). When Christians pay God’s tithe, we are
prepared to roll back socialism as Rose has envisioned it.
(His fourth category, energy policy, speaks to the tithe but
more directly to adopting a broad range of Biblical impera-
tives on economics.)

With 75% of Prof. Rose’s national overhaul being
dependent on the tithe, there can be no doubt that the link-
age implied in the title of this article, “Tithing and Build-
ing,” is not only real, but grossly understated. While we
fight battles on many intellectual fronts in the social sci-
ences, the hard sciences, taking every thought captive to the
obedience of Christ in the realm of the mind, in theory and
application, the assertion of God’s sovereignty over us
must be proclaimed first in the way He has appointed.
Christian Reconstruction without the tithe is lip service,

pure and simple. With Christians
giving a mere 2% of their income
on average to institutional
churches, that’s a lot of lip, consid-
ered in the aggregate. We honour
God with our lips. But our hearts
are glued to our pocketbooks while
we feign surprise at God’s distance
from us. He knows the truth, even
if we’ve managed to corporately
numb ourselves to it: by our
actions, we’ve chosen a new sover-
eign and repudiated the Lord of
Glory.

Nonetheless, it can be said of
tithing as it was said of Christ Him-
self: the stone that the builders
rejected shall become the head of
the corner. God’s tithe is the foun-
dation  stone for a culture, and until
it is properly laid, the only building
that can go up is the cardboard
shanty town of socialistic human-
ism. Except the Lord build the
house, those who build it labour in
vain, while “every plant, which My

heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up” (Mat-
thew 15:13). The Stage Is Set. Choose Your Stone.•

1. R.J. Rushdoony, Commentaries on the Pentateuch:
Numbers, p.196-197.

Courtesy Faith for all of Life, Box 158 Vallecito CA 95251
-----------------------------------------------------------

from the Daily Telegraph, 26/08/2005

INFECTIONS CAN’T RESIST HONEY
Honey is mentioned in the Bible, the Koran and the

Torah as being used for healing purposes. Now, Australian
researchers have found it’s effective as an antibiotic cream
to prevent infections when applied to catheter sites in kid-
ney dialysis patients.

Kidney specialist David Johnson said honey also had
an advantage over commonly-used antibiotic ointment,
mupirocin, in that hospital “superbugs” had not developed
resistance to it.

Nephrologists, or kidney disease specialists, like Pro-
fessor Johnson, have been concerned that bugs such as
staphylococcus aureus, commonly known as Golden Staph,
and vancomycin-resistant enterococci (VRE) developed
resistance to mupirocin.

“There are no documented cases of honey-resistant
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bacteria,” Prof Johnson said yesterday.
--------------------------------------------------------------

THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
by Howard B. Rand

Paul informs us that the carnal mind is hostile to God
and not willing to yield to the requirements of the Law of
the Lord. Because this is so, those who are enslaved to the
desires of the flesh cannot please God. Referring to the true
followers of our Lord, Paul states they are not sensual but
spiritual, if indeed the Spirit of Christ dwells within them.
In order to emphasize this Paul declares that anyone who
does not possess the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him
(Romans 8:7-9). Thus, the body of the individual who is a
Christian is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. There-
fore, the Christian’s body is not his own to use and abuse at
will. Because it has become the Holy Spirit’s dwelling, it is
consecrated to the service of the Lord and every Christian
must so command his body that it
may become a fit place for the
Holy Spirit to reside.

CONSECRATED THINGS
A perfect analogy exists in the

dedication of inanimate objects to
the service of the Lord. Men con-
struct buildings for different pur-
poses: some for homes, others as a
place of trade where commercial
transactions are carried on, still
others are devoted to entertainment
and pleasure. But cathedrals, tem-
ples and church edifices are set
apart from other structures made
by men so that they may be conse-
crated to religious services. When
such a place is used for secular
purposes, it is considered to have
been desecrated or profaned. Even
the ungodly recognize this so
Soviet Russia has turned buildings
formerly used for the worship of
God into every kind of use that
would degrade and desecrate them
in the eyes of Christian people.
[during the 1700s the British used
American churches to stable their horses in for the same
reason].

The misuse of temple furnishings and sacred vessels is
considered a desecration of those articles. [e.g. playing
‘rock’ music on the church organ]. The classic example of
such desecration is furnished in the scene at Belshazzar’s
feast when he brought the sacred vessels of the Temple into
the banquet hall. Thus, a building and its furnishings which
have been dedicated to the service of the Lord are set apart
or holy unto Him. The Bible abounds with evidence to sus-
tain this assertion. One instance will suffice to demonstrate
this point. When two hundred and fifty men who had
offered incense before the Lord were destroyed by fire
because of their rebellion, the Lord gave a command to
Moses:

“Speak unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest,
that he take up censers out of the burning, and scatter
thou the fire yonder; for they are hallowed.” (Numbers
16:37).

SET APART
Out of the metal of these censers broad plates were

made for a covering for the altar. The account states that
because they had been offered before the Lord they were
hallowed or sacred. If this can be said of an inanimate
object like a building, vessels in the building and those cen-

sers, how much more can it be said of an individual who
has consecrated himself to the Lord by becoming a Chris-
tian. Such a one has set himself apart to serve the Lord first
and in so doing is consecrated to his work whatever it is.
This should be the position of all Christians, whether in
business or other secular pursuits or in the specific work of
proclaiming the gospel for, having accepted Jesus Christ as
their personal Saviour, they are consecrated to His service.
Furthermore, when the Spirit of the Lord takes up His
abode with them, their bodies become the temple of the
Holy Spirit. This is very importantr and it would be well of
all Christians, without any reservation whatever, would rec-
ognize the tremendous importance of their responsibility to
God as a result of the new relationship to Him when His
Spirit dwells within them. The worldly man does as he
pleases with his body, often to his own damnation [tattoos,
piercings, drugs, etc], but the Christian must use his as a

vehicle of expression for the Spirit
who dwells within so that the pur-
poses of the Lord may go forward.
Paul had in mind the importance of
keeping the body undefiled when
he said:

“Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If
any man defile the temple of
God, him shall God destroy; for
the temple of God is holy, which
temple ye are.” (1 Corinthians
3:16-17).

DEFILING THE TEMPLE
Words could not be stronger or

their meaning more clear, yet thou-
sands of the members of our
churches seem to be wholly unac-
quainted with this admonition, for
in many of the things they allow
themselves to do they are daily
defiling the temple of the Holy
Spirit. It cannot be argued that
because the Spirit of the Lord is not
dwelling within certain specified
persons they are free, therefore,

from the charge of defilement. From the inception of the
creation of man, God’s ultimate objective has been that all
persons may eventually become vehicles of expression
through whom the Spirit of the Lord may operate. The fact
that certain ones have not become the abode of His spirit
indicates that they have so defiled the temple that the Holy
Spirit of the Lord will not enter a defiled temple or, having
taken up His abode there, remain long when that dwelling
place becomes unfit for His further habitation.

ABSTINENCE REQUIRED
What, then, does God require of men and what consti-

tutes defilement of the temple of the Holy Spirit? One thing
is certain: every Christian who has accepted Jesus Christ as
his Saviour is required to so live that he may have contin-
ued health, keeping his body free from all defilement
through excesses of any kind or the use of stimulants, drugs
and narcotics. Anything that will in any way impair or
destroy the normal, healthy functions of the body, or that is
injurious to the physical or mental well-being of the indi-
vidual, must be avoided if the temple of the Spirit is to
remain undefiled. Even in the things we are bidden to do,
there must be moderation on their use.

“Know ye not that they which run in a race run all,
but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.
And every man that striveth for the mastery is temper-
ate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible
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crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not
as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:
But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection:
lest by any means, when I have preached to others, I
myself should be a castaway.” (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).

Excesses of all kinds are harmful and there are some
things which are by their nature harmful regardless of the
degree of indulgence. It is impossible for one to be temper-
ate in breaking the law, or moderate in taking poison into
his system. Every degree of law violation is subject to judg-
ment and the use of poison in any form to stimulate the
body or mind defiles the temple of the Holy Spirit. Yet we
have heard men excuse their harmful habits, contending
they are moderate in their indulgences, wholly failing to
realize they are destroying their health just as surely, even
though they do it by degrees over a period of time.

DEDICATED TO SERVICE
God needs individuals who possess physical vigor,

mental alertness and abounding health, who are the recipi-
ents of Holy Spirit, through
whom He may carry out His
purposes. These individuals,
having dedicated themselves to
His service, will prepare their
bodies to be a dwelling place
for the spirit. In order to make
that preparation complete, it is
essential to take all the teach-
ings of the Scriptures into
account:

“All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works.” (2 Timo-
thy 3:16-17).

Let it ne noted that Paul says all—not just the New
Testament (which had not been compiled at that point, so
he was actually speaking of ONLY the Old Testament,
CIM)—so instructions in righteousness would include a
knowledge of the Law and its requirements, which is given
first in the Old Testament. Under the Law definite rules are
laid down for our health. No genuine Christian can afford
to ignore these rules of health if he desires to keep his body
from being defiled. Moses said to Israel:

“Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God,
and the Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people
unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the
earth. Thou shalt not eat any abominable thing.” (Deu-
teronomy 14:2-3).

ABOMINABLE THINGS
Surely all who wish to be without condemnation must

be as particular about their diet as God required of our
Israel forefathers. Following the statement that we must eat
no abominable thing are lists of meats, fowl and fish we are
permitted to eat and forbidden to eat. While these laws do
not directly pertain to salvation, their observance does
directly contribute to a healthy body, making it a fit temple
for the indwelling Holy Spirit. Daniel was specially blessed
because he refused to defile his body by eating abominable
things and the story of Daniel’s life reveals that he secured
an even greater reward than bodily health for, having suc-
cessfully met the test he was subjected to by living in Bab-
ylon’s court, he became a man greatly beloved and received
marvellous revelations from God. The laws of diet were
given by God so that His people might be free from he sick-
ness and suffering of the peoples around them. Even a mod-

erate violation of those laws is prohibited. Not only has He
given us laws pertaining to the meats we may and may not
eat but other laws are given covering hygiene, sanitation
and other matters related to health, all of which are essen-
tial to our physical and mental well-being.

A LIVING SACRIFICE
It is not the purpose here to list all the modern indul-

gences that would come under condemnation as injurious
to health, which impair normal bodily  functions to the
extent that they defile the temple of the Holy Spirit. With
hardly an exception every individual is fully aware of the
injurious effects of the indulgences he permits. Popularity
in such pursuits in no way detracts from the serious effect
they have upon a person’s health, the curtailment of mental
alertness and the dulling of spiritual perception. However,
high on the list of these modern indulgences, and showing a
tremendous universal increase in their use in the last two
decades are intoxicating liquors and tobacco. It is useless
for their advocates to try to defend their use, for every unbi-

ased report definitely shows
their harmful effects upon the
human system. All who indulge
in their use, and are enslaved by
them, will if truthful, admit this
fact to be true. Modern adver-
tising, misleading and dishon-
est, seeks to beguile the public
into believing otherwise. But
Paul’s words should be remem-
bered when passing upon such
habits. He said:

“I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service.”
(Romans 12:1).

A sacrifice, in order to be acceptable to God, must be
perfect, entirely without blemish. It is this standard of per-
fect obedience that Paul sets before the Christian and to
which he must attain in order to have the full blessing of the
indwelling Spirit. Continuing, Paul declares we are not to
conform with the the world and be molded by its opinions.
Instead we are to be transformed by the renewing of our
minds and thus be able to understand the will of God and
know what is good, acceptable and perfect in His sight.

We are reminded of an incident related to us by the late
Dr. William Pascoe Goard. He was taking one of his early
morning walks through St. James Park in London, England
one day when a man came up to him and said, “I am Jesus
Christ.” This man was one among many similarly-deluded
individuals who today are laying claim to being what they
are not. Dr. Goard, looking the man straight in the eye,
replied: “When I meet my Lord and Saviour He will not be
smoking a cigarette!” The man, repulsed, slunk away. Dr.
Goard’s appraisal of our Lord’s refusal to indulge in habit-
forming vices detrimental to individual health brings to
mind the Biblical instructions that as Christians we should
strive to be like Him, following Him as our example in all
things we elect to do.

PRESUMPTUOUS
Do not misunderstand; we are not saying that those

who do these things cannot be saved. But we are certain
that when the facts are borne home to them, and they
become definitely aware that what they do is injurious to
the health of body, mind and spirit, they must immediately
rectify the situation. This can only be done by refraining
from such indulgences. The alternative is to become pre-
sumptuous by refusing to do so when the knowledge of the
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ill effects of their self-gratification upon the temple of the
Holy Spirit becomes known. Then, too, it is well to remem-
ber that we are admonished to build upon the foundation
laid by Jesus the Christ and that if  any man’s work abide
which he does build thereupon he will receive a reward.
But if that work is worthless, it will be lost, though he may
himself be saved, as Paul puts it, “yet so as by fire.” (1 Cor-
inthians 3:15).

CRUCIFYING THE FLESH
It is an easy thing to drift with the crowd but it takes

character and a will controlled by the Spirit of God to stem
the tide toward futility where one’s own personal life is
concerned. Jesus said:

“If any man will come after me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whoso-
ever will save his life shall lose it; and whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul? For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his
Father with his angels; and then
he shall reward every man ac-
cording to his work.” (Matthew
15:24-27).

Paul clearly summed up the
situation for every Christian when
he said:

“And they that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh with the
affections and lusts. If we live in
the Spirit, let is also walk in the
Spirit.” (Galatians 5:24-25).

Because of the urgency for
everyone to heed the admonition
to keep and obey God’s command-
ments, Paul declared:

“Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that
thing which he alloweth.” (Romans 14:22).

GREATEST OF ALL REWARDS
The prize for which we strive is so great that the essen-

tial costs which must be paid for its attainment are infinites-
imal in comparison with the glory which will be ours if we
win the race set before us. Thousands of men and women
who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Saviour are still
unmindful of the greatest of all prizes. Eternal life is given
all who believe on Him, for this is the Divine promise. But
above and beyond the attainment of eternal life is the
reward of immortality to be given to the overcomers only:

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him
ands will sup with him, and he with me. To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne,
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne.” (Revelation 3:20-21).

Few in comparison to the many who attain to eternal
life will secure this greatest of all rewards. This is reserved
for those who have overcome the world and its temptations
and evils. Then, pressing onward, they have engaged in the
greatest of all struggles and have gained the victory over
self. While the individual who is a Christian will secure cit-
izenship in the Kingdom of God, it is the overcomers who
will reign with the King in His Kingdom. This is confirmed
by Jesus Christ in His message through John:

”He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I
will be his God, and he shall be my son.” (Revelation
21:7).

How foolish indeed, in the light of Scriptural revela-
tion, are multitudes of church members who are failing to
strive that they may attain to this preferred position. Jesus
informs us that in the Kingdom there will be many who will

occupy places of obscurity (Matthew 5:19) because they let
slip from their grasp the supreme heritage. Those who find
themselves in possession of the greatest in heritance of all
will be glad they were “tried” and “purified” (Daniel
12:10), though at the time the way seemed difficult and the
testing almost approached the limit of human endurance.
Let us, nevertheless, strive to be masters of ourselves so
that we may not miss this higher calling.

Courtesy, Destiny Letter, PO Box 177, Merrimac MA 01860
-------------------------------------------------------------

ETERNITY IN THEIR HEARTS
by Andrea Schwartz

One of the many evil by-products of the Prussian sys-
tem of education that has been embraced by our public
schools is a system  of grades.1 This artificial designation
takes children from the family, groups all children of a cer-
tain age into one class and teaches them from a stagnant
curriculum, designed by experts for that age group, not tak-
ing into consideration the prsonal development or skills of

the individual child.2

Because this system has been
a part of America’s educational
system for so long, parents often
ignore their own observations and
gut instincts regarding their child
and accept all sorts of diagnoses
presented by the public school
experts who say the child is a slow
learner, has ADD or ADHD, or is
dyslexic, and so on. The diagnos-
ing of these children is based on a
godless system of psychology that
sees the child not as an image-
bearer of God but as an animal
that can be trained and manipu-
lated. This philosophy retards the

child from developing into all that he can be under godly
nurture. Many children have suffered much harm as a result
of being so labeled by public school authorities.

In accepting these labels, parents defer to the realm of
psychology in place of Biblical Christianity, because Bibli-
cal psychology is not taught in public schools or from our
pulpits. Rushdoony notes:

“Humanistic psychology gives us a doctrine of man radi-
cally at odds with Scripture. It has become routine for cler-
gymen to look to humanistic psychologies for guidance in
pastoral counseling, and books applying such psychologies
to pastoral problems have a ready market and widespread
influence. The result has been the steady infiltration of
humanism into Christian circles and the steady erosion of
the Biblical doctrines of man and salvation.3

Psychology is properly categorized as a branch of the-
ology. It concerns itself with man’s nature and inner life,
the realm of the soul or the mind.4 The doctrine of man as
laid out in Scripture begins and ends with man as a crea-
ture. Sin is what polluted God’s creation and only God’s
remedy (salvation through Jesus Christ) repairs the breach.
To leave children in the hands of humanistic psychology
and its practitioners in public schools and elsewhere results
in a warped view of children and numerous ungodly ways
to relate to them. Rushdoony makes it clear:

“Man was created a mature being, not a child. This is a
fact of central importance. We cannot make child psychol-
ogy basic to an understanding of man........

“If man in his origin is a product of a long evolutrionary
past, man is then best understood in terms of the animal, the
savage, and the child. However, since man was in his origin
a mature creation, his psychology is best understood in
terms of that fact. Man’s sins and shortcomings represent
not a lingering primitivism or a reversion to childhood, but
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rather a deliberate revolt against maturity and the require
ments of maturity. By ascribing to man, as humanistic psy-
chologies do, a basic substratum of primitivism and racial
childishness, this revolt against maturity is given an ideo-
logical justification; the studied and maturely developed
immaturity of man is encouraged and justified.5

Biblical nurturing is based on the development of the
child, recognizing what he is capable of at each stage of
development, and customising training based on the indi-
vidual. This nurturing must be grounded in the reality that:

“The child is not only a person but a concept; in that each
culture has its own particular idea and expectation of a child
.... The child is born into a culture and is loved and honored
as it meets the expectations of that culture.6

Christians need to adopt expectations for their children
based on Scriptural principles. What follows is intended to
encourage parents to think outside the pagan, psychologi-
cal and educational box.

STAGES OF CHILDHOOD
Newborns

The Biblical view of children
is that they are a blessing from the
Lord (Psalm 127). That doesn’t
mean they are sinless. A proper
understanding of the Fall and the
need for atonement must be among
the first lessons parents impart to
their infant children. How parents
deal with a newborn should reflect
that however innocent the child
may appear, sin is part of the equa-
tion. Everything the parent (or caregivers, be they grand-
parents or siblings) does for the child must be in this
context. Does that mean a crying baby is manifesting delib-
erate wickedness? Certainly not. But the child is demon-
strating a self-centeredness that includes the attitude, “I
don’t like what is going on and I want what I want when I
want it!”

Rushdoony notes that since man was created in the
image of God, man must live by revelation. He states,
“Every fiber of his being must respond to God’s Law for its
health.”7 Thus, from the outset, a mother must instill in her
child the reality of God’s Law-Word, purposefully framing
all her interactions with her infant accordingly.. Feedings,
nappy changes, and naptimes should be opportunities to
speak to her baby the truths of Scripture, knowing that
although the child may not comprehend all the words, it
will respond to the emotional context in which they are
spoken. What a blessing to be able to say there was never a
time in its life where the Word of God was absent!

Babies
There is a point when a child goes from being a “new”

baby to just being a baby. It is at this stage where there is
some recognition by the child that there are boundaries. It’s
easy to tell when this occurs because there is a more urgent
necessity to communicate the concept of No! in order to
keep the child safe. However, the use of the word No
should always have included with it an explanation. The
parental retort, “Because I told you so” is not Biblical. If
the parents’ authority doesn’t come from God, the parent
does not have legitimate authority.8 If interactions with the
child are grounded in Scripture, then there will be no need
for this refrain, because the child will be aware that the par-
ents’ requirements are in terms of God’s Word.

For example: “Stop crying,” is better expressed, “Cry-
ing will not bring your food any sooner. You must learn to
be patient. The Bible states......” If the mother is faithful to
teach this during the many opportunities to deal with a sob-
bing baby, the child will learn that he does not set the

agenda for the household. Care should be taken to treat tan-
trums and outburts as futile efforts on the part of the child
to gain control. Again, although the child may not under-
stand the full meaning of the words spoken, communicated
properly the intent will be understood.

Young Children
When children leave the baby stage they become aware

of their new abilities and thus test boundaries. Mobility and
language propel the child into entirely new arenas of life. It
is at this point that the mother’s work escalated and she
earns her stripes. Catechism memorization (teaching the
doctrines of the faith) is a fundamental step in stewarding a
child’s life. Parents need to establish the foundation upon
which their household runs (Joshua 24:15), and regularly
evaluate their family policies and practices to ensure that
they haven’t strayed off the “straight and narrow path.” By
establishing the foundation for obedience, transgressions
can be dealt with in terms of repentance and forgiveness.

Older Children
Responsibility is the key ingredient in determining

when your children fit into the category of “older chil-
dren.” Rather than rely on the arti-
ficial method of grades or even
age, the criteria should include
how well your son or daughter
responds to instruction and family
guidelines within the context of
God’s Law-word. This may be
different with every child in the
family. If the earlier paths have
been properly travelled, the fam-
ily gains a tremendous asset as

these members move beyond being total dependents to
active participants in the life of the family.9

MOTIVATION
In each of these stages of growth, motivation plays an

essential part. Tied into the concept of motivation is that of
incentivizing behaviour. Just as most adults don’t pursue
certain activities without a reason or compensation (most
wouldn’t show up for a job if a paycheck was not part of the
deal), children need to be dealt with in terms of payment or
reward. I am not talking about bribery. I’m referring to the
intrinsic need to be working toward a goal with purpose.
By failing to establish this, children can easily become
bored, time wasters or mischievous. Even Jesus promised
rewards as an incentive for faithfulness (Matthew 6:20).

Some children seemingly start off in life with a strong
desire to please and this makes it much easier to spend time
with them. However, if pleasing others becomes paramount
rather than obedience to God’s Word, then it is likely that
the child will learn how to adapt to anyone in authority and
become pragmatic in its actions and decisions. Instilling in
children a desire to “fear God and keep His command-
ments” will also unearth those particular gifts and abilities
that God has placed in each individual child. When these
surface, proper incentive and motivation become much
easier to practice.

That said, not all children approach life this way and
parents must continue to inculcate in their more difficult
children a sense of duty and responsibility that trumps their
particular desires or whims. The message is the same,
regardless of the temperament of the child, but requires a
bit more consistency with those who seem to fight at every
turn.

It might be helpful at this point to illustrate the concept
of providing an incentive or motivation in some of the
more mundane aspects of family life.

SHOE-TYING
Each of my children struggled with this maneuver. By

knowing them as individuals, I was able to appeal to “what
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made them tick” in order to help them succeed. With my
son, who refused to take responsibility for a task he was
quite capable of completing, it took an ultimatum on a Fri-
day afternoon. I informed him that he was going to miss
participating in the Saturday soccer game if he was unable
to tie his own cleats. Rather than fight with him, I toldf him
that we would find other things to do with our Saturday
morning—maybe even sleep in. Now, he needed my help,
and rather than be resistive, he was motivated to receive
instruction. I didn’t make a threat; I promised him a conse-
quence. In this way I was treating him as God treats His
children: blessings for obedience and penalties for disobe-
dience.

In my youngest daughter’s case, her inability to per-
form this task had more to do with her tendency to act as
though she understood the instructions of her father, when
she really was quite lost. Because her dad didn’t understand
this character flaw in his daughter, he would become frus-
trated and assume she was being deliberately disobedient.
He would get angry and she would cry. It was a vicious cir-
cle. I was able to mediate the situation finally and promis-
ing her that by day’s end, she would know how to tie her
shoes. She remembered the episode vividly: I broke the
process down into simple steps, encouraging her as she
repeated each one over and over. By the time we were near-
ing the end, she’d say, “can do it all
now.” I would tell her not to jump
ahead and keep doing the earlier
steps. By the time her dad came
home, she met him at the door with a
big smile and said, “Watch this!” I
was just imitating our God who
teaches us line upon line, precept
upon precept.

A SICK CHILD
Parents often dread the scenario

of dealing with a sick child. Pushing
liquids gets to be a chore and a source
of confrontation at a time when nei-
ther mom nor child needs a fight.
Instead of fighting and threatening
punishment, I endeavoured to get  my
children to enjoy the process. So,
depending on the child, I would take
a ball point pen and draw a bunny or
a car or a puppy on their tummies. I would tell them that
the bunny was thirsty and it was time to give it a drink. If
they hesitated, I would make a whimpering sound and let
them know that he was crying. They would take a sip from
the straw and sometimes I would catch them taking an
extra sip just to be nice!

I would  do the same thing with the wearing of seat
belts in the car. Rather than make it a police action, we
would have seatbelt races. Each child wanted to be
declared the winner, and I would often “lose.” The result
was that I was able to get cooperation rather than a fight by
orchestrating what would bring about the results I wanted.

FINDING ONE’S CALLING
I used to tell my children that they didn’t have to search

too hard for what God was calling them to do. As young
ones in a family, they arrived with the duty to be a son or a
daughter, a siste or a brother. As they matured, the role of
student was added to the “job description.” As they learned
and experienced many facets of growth (academics, music,
arts, athletics, and service) certain assessments were made
by them of things they enjoyed and wanted to pursue. From
a parental viewpoint, I found it important to show them
how to hear God’s specific call, rather than rely on me to
announce it. I used to say, “God won’t leave a message for
you on my answering machine.”

It is here when the paradigm  of grade levels and judg-
ments based on age can be detrimental. If we approach all
four-year-olds the same way, determining that the most sig-
nificant criteria for success and advancement are in terms
of fine and gross motor skills, how well they draw or use
scissors, we are missing the most important part of receiv-
ing the Kingdom as a child (Mark 10:13-16). Jesus was
referring to the tender hearts of children who have no diffi-
culty understanding their dependence and need for parental
care and instruction.10

Children should be taught from an early age that part of
maturing into adulthood is to discover  those unique gifts
that God has placed within them and that concomitant with
these gifts come duties and responsibilities.

Recognizing them as Individuals
My son, from the time he was little, demonstrated

entrepreneurial tendencies. When we would have discus-
sions about him making this bed, he informed me that he
was going to invent a machine that would handle this chore
he disliked so much. When we discussed the practicality of
such a device, he then told me that if he couldn’t make one,
he would have to make sufficient money to pay people to
do this for him. By listening to him and relating to him as
someone who was entitled to his likes and dislikes,
throughout his growing-up years, I was able to understand

how he was oriented and could
always incentivize his behaviour by
a system of rewards that fit his per-
sonality. His competitive spirit could
always be counted on to play a prom-
inent role in any  endeavour he
undertook. So, when I wanted him to
memorize Scripture or the Westmin-
ster Shorter Catechism, I arranged
for a meaningful prize to accompany
the accomplishment. My youngest
child, fourteen years her brother’s
junior, entered our family well into
our homeschooling journey. The ten-
dency for me was to assume she’d
react and relate to incentives as had
her older brother and sister. She was
not entrepreneurial as her brother,
nor as strong-willed as her sister. She
did manifest some obvious musical

gifts and an empathetic spirit very early on. The mistake I
made  at the outset was to assume I could deal with her just
as I had done with the other two. By eventually viewing her
as the individual she is, with definite strengths and weak-
ness, I was better able to provide the guidance that my job
as mother required. Neither her age nor her size was any
rason to try to bulldoze her into  adhering to false standards
of accomplishment. Patience and God’s road map (His
unchanging law applied to parenting) helped me prioritize
what things I should emphasize regularly and what I could
make of secondary emphasis. I stopped majoring on the
minors and placed her relationship to God as a top priority.
Rushdoony states:

“[O]ur lives and our schooling cannot be for our pleasure
or profit, but for the glory of God.....

“[T]he focus of education is not on the child, nor on the
parents, nor on society. It is on God. Education is thus pri-
marily theological, God-centered, not vocation-centered nor
knowledge-centered. Because of the Biblical doctrine of
calling or vocation, the Christian School will strive to excel
all others in preparing its pupils, but the focus  will be on our
necessary service to God. Because God’s revelations give
knowledge, and because knowledge is an aspect of God’s
image in us, we will seek to surpass all other schools in this
respect also. Our focus , however, will be on the competent
and faithful service of God.11
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The Best of Sheldon Emry

WHAT IS MYSTERY BABYLON?
Pre-tribulation rapture, eternal hell-fire, 

Jews as ‘chosen ones,’ scrapping of 

God’s Lawsand replaced by gospel of 

Love, excluding kingdom Gospel, Satan 

as personal god in opposition to God. 

These false doctrines form the basis of 

today’s cults and most churches, 

designed to neutralize the true Chris-

tians. This book he3lps to find parts of 

the Bible so easily over-looked yet so 

vital for the day in which we live.
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ETERNITY IN THE HEARTS
Ecclesiastes 3:11 says, “He has made everything beau-

tiful in its time. Also, He has put eternity in their hearts,
except that no one can find out the work that God does
from beginning to end.”

It is precisely by recognizing that children are eternal
beings and that they have no less standing in God’s eyes
just because of their size or age, that we can guide them
into paths of righteousness. Thus a mother’s privileged role
is to steward the life of her child, acknowledging that her
child is made in God’s image and that His creative efforts
will manifest and are to be developed.

When adults speak to children, it should be with these
realities in mind. The personhood of all children (from the
moment of conception onward) is such an important doc-
trine for our day. Devaluing the life of the child in the
womb has served to devalue children in general, often clas-
sifying them as burdens or trophies or slaves of a tyrannical
state, but certainly not as the eternal beings they are. If we
wish to reverse this revolt against maturity, here is a place
to begin. 

Notes:
1. The Prussian system of education was a godless sys-

tem that trained children to become beneficial servants of
the state instead of nurturing their God-given talents for
His service.

2. Homeschooling has debunked this contrivance inas-
much as it allows a child to learn at his own pace and con-
sults understanding as a prerequisite to “moving on” with
his studies, rather than cheapen learning with the concept
og merely “passing.”

3. R.J. Rushdoony, Revolt Against Maturity (Vallecito,
CA: Ross House Books, 1987) 5.

4. Ibid., 1.
5. Ibid., 6.
6. R.J. Rusahdoony, Intellectual Schizophrenia (Val-

lecito, CA: Ross House Books, [1961] 2002), 73.
7. R.J. Rushdoony, Revolt Against Maturity (Vallecito,

CA: Ross House Books, 1987), 9.
8. see my article in Nov/Dec 2011 issue of Faith for All

of Life.
9. Some decry the practice of older brothers and sisters

taking on significant responsibilities with their younger
siblings in the areas of care and schooling. This is a direct
result of failing to view the family as God’s primary institu-
tion. What is so sad when it comes to Christian families
making use of public schools to educate their children is
that children become conditioned to believe that school
teachers and classmates/peers are their best allies and
where their responsibilities lie.

10. I’ve seen more than a few homeschooling moms
torture themselves because they use these artificial stan-
dards to assess themselves as teachers and their children as
students. When they buy into the idea that success for their
children are in the categories of what they can do rather
than who they are there is often undue heartache and dis-
tress.

11. R.J. Rushdoony, The Philosophy of the Christian
Cuirriculum (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, [1981]
2001), 142.

Courtesy Faith for All of Life, Box 158, Vallecito, CA95251
------------------------------------------------------------

WHY WE ARE WHERE WE ARE
by Robert McCurry

A cuddly cub, a devouring lion and a den of evil
Evil ajd. = 1. Harmful; that which causes ruin or

destruction; 2. morally bad or wrong; wicked. 3. Immoral
behaviour, esp. in sexual matters; licentiousness; profligacy
or promiscuity characterized by, or indicating future mis-
fortune; ominous.

Television was introduced in 1928. Color television
was introduced to the public in the 1950s, but the
cost—$500 50 $1300—was prohibitive to most families;
black and white sets - $130 to $300 - were the norm; the
decade of the 1950s is known as “the Golden Age of Tele-
vision.” Every family tried their best to get a TV; it was a
novelty and one of the sources of cheaper, simpler enter-
taining media; by the end of the 1950s, Americans owned
more than 50 million TVs.

The entrance of television into the American home was
a quantum leap into the future that would forever change
the culture; in the not-too-distant-past a cultural change
would take 30+ years; television enables a cultural change
to take place several times between breakfast and lunch.
But television is here to stay.

A TV set is not ‘moral’ or ‘immoral.’ A TV set is an
amoral device consisting of a combination of wires, tran-
sistors and other electronic components that, when prop-
erly connected becomes an electronic device that receives
television signals and displays them on a screen with
accompanying sound. This amoral devise, however, is an
instrument that can be used for the propagation of ‘good’ or
‘evil;’ Alas! Under the control of evil people it has become
a conduit that transmits primarily immoral, harmful and
destructive information to viewers of all ages. For this rea-
son, some families do not own a TV set; others impose
restrictions on viewing privileges; for many, there’s a tele-
vision in every room with no viewing restrictions.

I remember the thundering warning of Evangelist Les-
ter Roloff in the 1950s for Christians not to purchase a tele-
vision. Through a prophetic voice he said: “Today TV is a
harmless, cuddly lion cub; tomorrow it will become a roar-
ing, devouring lion that will destroy your children and fam-
ily. You had better heed God’s Word in Psalm 101:3, “I will
set no wicked thing before my eyes.” Brother Roloff was
right.

Hollywood: The Den of Evil. The first place my par-
ents took me after my home birth was to Sunday school and
church and that was the routine every week thereafter; plus
Sunday and Wednesday night, revivals and camp meetings.
It was here that my Biblical Christian faith was formed and
nurtured. I was also taught Christian behaviour guidelines;
the Ten Commandments; honesty, moral purity, modesty;
abstinence from alcohol, tobacco, gambling, dancing and
theatre attendance. I incorporated and maintained  these
guidelines in my Gospel preaching ministry. It was not
until the 1970s that the expressions ‘Legalism’ and ‘Phari-
seeism’ became buzz words of those in opposition to these
and other Biblical references regarding holiness and world-
liness. Sin was redefined and so-called ‘Christian Liberty’
preaching blurred or eradicated preaching of Biblical holi-
ness. Biblical absolutes were replaced with secular reli-
gious relativism.

Hollywood, like the liquor industry, has many defend-
ers but it has no defense. Hollywood is the largest source of
smut, immorality, violence, corruption and filth in Amer-
ica. It can be said of Hollywood’s greedy evil men and
women: “..thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of
the Lord.” (1st Kings 21:20). Sadly, many ‘Christians’ con-
tinue to support Hollywood with their theatre attendance.
The rationale goes like this. “I know this movie contains
‘cursing’ and/or ‘sexual scenes’ but these ‘scenes’ are not
that much and not that bad.” Question. How much is too
much and how bad is too bad? 

Courtesy The Wake-Up Herald, 605 Moore Rd, Newnan GA 30263.
-------------------------------------------------------------
Greetings in Jesus’ name. Another full Messenger. I

hope you find it beneficial. Thanks for your letters and
orders, and your faihfulness. May the God of our forefa-
thers bless you and keep you in His gracious care, 
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