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Christians in most churches today believe that The Law
of God has been “put away.” This teaching is an aspect of
Dispensational Theology wherein Christians are taught that
we are presently living in a “dispensation” of Grace and the
“dispensation” of Law was for Old Testament times only.

In the early 1990s, I came across some very sound
arguments refuting the Dispensationalist position. Having
been thoroughly indoctrinated into the “Law is dead” theol-
ogy, I found it very difficult to overcome my cognitive dis-
sonant “knee-jerk” reaction when exposed to a doctrinal
position that was the exact opposite of what I had always
believed. I wanted to know the arguments from both sides
of the issue, and with a lot of prayer and trusting God’s
holy spirit to lead me, I began to research both arguments.

Fortunately, I had already read and studied the writings
of Francis Schaeffer a decade earlier and his logical
approach to Christian principles would play a large role in
my research. One of the soundest principles I came to
believe from Mr. Schaeffer’s writings and lectures was his
teaching that there can be no morals if there are no abso-
lutes. His Trilogy is a must read; He Is There And He Is
Not Silent, The God Who Is There, and Escape From
Reason. Schaeffer further taught that man is insufficient in
himself to establish a set of absolutes that are applicable to
all men at all times. Only God has the capability to set such
principles and the absolutes which God gave are known as,
The Ten Commandments. If the Ten Commandments are
not absolute and applicable for all time, then we have no
moral code by which to live. My continued research led me
to understand that the Ten Commandments are THE LAW!

When most people refer to The Law, they are including
the 700+ statutes and judgments which Moses wrote down
subsequent to his experience on Mount Sinai. I have to
include myself in that group when I first began my
research. I was faced with the dilemma with which many
others have struggled. Which of the 700+ statutes and judg-
ments would be applicable today? How could any be elimi-
nated if, as I then believed, they were absolutes? An
example of this, and there are many, would be the law
found in Leviticus 19:27,

“Ye shall not round the corners of your heads, neither
shalt thou mar the corners of thy beard.”

How would this statute apply to us today? Another
example is found at Leviticus 15:19,

“And if a woman have an issue, and her issue in her
flesh be blood, she shall be put apart seven days: and who-
soever toucheth her shall be unclean until the even.”

During menstruation, should a man have his wife live

in separate quarters until she is finished with her monthly
cycle? These and many other similar questions put me into
a quandary because I know that Francis Schaeffer was cor-
rect in his reasoning, but which part of those 700+ statutes
and judgments were applicable and which were not?

Each moral statute that Moses wrote related to one of
the Ten Commandments. The statutes about usury related
to the commandment, “Thou shalt not steal.” Those stat-
utes would still be applicable today although they could be
rewritten to apply to our circumstances. Another confusion
arises when people do not differentiate between the moral
statutes and the health laws, agricultural laws and food
laws. Although these laws are not moral in nature, they
were written for our well-being and they should be applied
as well.

Another aspect of my research, which I believed to be
unrelated at the time, was my study of the Internal Revenue
Code and other American laws. In time I came to under-
stand that laws which are written by our Congress are inert
until such time that a regulation is written which imple-
ments them. A Supreme Court ruling expresses it well:

In the United States v. Mersky 361 US 431, 437, 438
(1959) it was ruled:

“... [N]either the statute nor the regula-
tions are complete without the other, and only
together do they have any force. In effect,
therefore, the construction of one necessarily

involves the construction of the other.” (emphasis
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mine)
Although our laws are not absolutes, the principle

expressed here would cause me to realize the relationship
between The Ten Commandments and the statutes and
judgments that arose from them. The principle in law is
substance over form. The substance of God’s Law is The
Ten Commandments and the form was the 700+ statutes
and judgments that arose from them. The substance is
abiding while the form may change over time and circum-
stance.

The statutes and judgments recorded in the Old Testa-
ment were the way in which The Law was implemented
into the Israelite culture of the time. Subsequently, I read
The Institutes of Biblical Law by Rousas J. Rushdoony
wherein he shows exactly how The Ten Commandments
could be implemented into our society today. His work is
an exhaustive treatise and although I don’t agree with all of
his conclusions, he certainly had a grasp of The Law and its
implementation. Dr. Greg Bahnsen’s work, Theonomy in
Christian Ethics further solidifies the Scriptural founda-
tion of the abiding validity of God’s Law. After reading
Bahnsen’s book, I realized how shallow the Dispensation-
alist theology was and how lacking
in Biblical support were their con-
clusions.

The form of law which appeared
first in England and then in America
known as, “the common law,” was
the closest that western civilization
as come in having a law system
based on The Ten Commandments.
The common law can be traced right
back to Mount Sinai. It is a law sys-
tem that affords the greatest amount
of individual freedom and demands
the greatest amount of responsibility.
Today we have a form of Roman
Civil Law in America and “civil
rights” are actually privileges which
can be altered, modified, redefined,
or revoked by the state at will. The
maxim, “ignorance of the law is no
excuse,” can not be applied to
Roman Civil Law simply because there are millions of
them, but it does apply to common law.

Finally, I began to see how and why the theological
teaching that, “The Law is Dead” had gained acceptance.
What is not understood by those who teach this doctrine is
the devastating effects upon our society and our western
culture. I would reiterate, if there are no absolutes, there are
no morals.

Is it any wonder that every denomination has their own
set of “sins”? I would attend one church which taught that
dancing and drinking were sins and then attend another
church that taught just the opposite. Both denominations
had their “pet” verses they used to support their various
claims. That’s exactly why we have hundreds of denomina-
tions, and they can’t agree on what the Scripture teaches is
sin and what is not sin. It only solidifies my belief that men
are incapable of determining morals or absolutes.

Paul tells us in his epistle to the Romans, 15:4, “For
whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope.”

The 700+ statutes and judgments were written for our
learning to teach us how to apply God’s Law to our society.
Those same statutes would be applicable today in principle
(substance) but many require a different application (form)
to today’s society. They are the implementation of The
Law, The Ten Commandments.

The Law was never put away and the confusion arises
because men have not understood that the writings of Paul
teach us about justification apart from The Law. He is cor-
rect, and to conclude that this teaching causes The Law to
cease is a gross misunderstanding of Christian theology.
The abiding validity of The Law was taught throughout the
New Testament by Paul and all of the disciples.

John said: “Whosoever committeth sin transgresses
also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” 1 Jn
3:4.

If the Law is dead, then John was a fool and we should
ignore everything he wrote, as well as all the writings of
Paul. Apart from God’s Law, you cannot define sin.

Those who teach that, “The Law is Dead,” are antino-
mians (opponents of the moral law) and one of their favou-
rite verses used to support their erroneous beliefs is Paul’s
statement in Colossians (2:14):

“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to his cross.”

Antinomians use this Scripture to provide proof that
The Law was nailed to the cross. This is not the case. The

Law is not mentioned in this verse.
The Greek word for “ordinances” is
dogma. Dogma comprises those
religious beliefs held by tradition or
practice and promulgated by reli-
gious leaders. The Greek word for
Law is nomos. Paul never said that
The Nomos had been nailed to the
cross but rather the dogma of, “...
touch not; taste not; handle not; ...”
for these are “the commandments
and doctrines of men,” vs. 22. He
nailed the rituals and men’s prac-
tices to the cross and removed them.

If you understand that, The Ten
Commandments are the absolutes
by which we must live our lives and
the statutes and judgments were the
implementation of those Laws, then
it isn’t hard to understand that we
still need The Law of God in our

society today.
It is the responsibility of Christian churches to lay the

foundation upon which society should function and by
teaching that God’s Law has been “done away,” they have
aided in the destruction of Christian societies everywhere.
Regardless of other teachings common to Dispensational-
ists, I would reject their theology if for no other reason than
this one dogmatic error because of the consequences
attached to it. It is the Church that has declared that the
only set of moral absolutes ever given to man is dead and of
no effect. Pastors and theologians have taken the position
of the Pharisees of old and have set aside the Law of God
and now they alone will tell us what is right and wrong by
their traditions. Two Scriptures come to mind, Matthew
15:9 “But in vain do they worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of men.”

2 Peter 3:16, “As also in all his epistles, speaking in
them of these things; in which are some things hard to be
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable
wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own
destruction.”

The Law of God is not grievous. (1 John 5:3). His yoke
is easy and His burden is light (Matthew 11:30). There can
be no justice outside of God’s Law. If we want a decent and
orderly society, then we must undergird it with a solid foun-
dation. That foundation is Jesus the Christ and His Law.
There can be no other.
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Matthew 5:18, “For verily I say unto you, Till haven
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled.”

Courtesy America’s Promise, Box 157, Sandpoint ID 83864
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SALVATION: BY WHOSE WORKS?
by R.J. Rushdoony

No man can be saved by his works, his salvation is the
work of God, not man. This is a fundamental doctrine of
the Christian faith, affirmed on all sides and dishonoured
widely. Our Lord, citing Isaiah 29:13, declares, “Ye hypo-
crites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people
draweth nigh unto me with their lips; but their heart is far
from me. But in vain do they worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of men” (Matthew 15:7-9).

To believe that salvation is by grace and not by works
means that all of man’s works outside of Jesus Christ are
futile to commend him to God and to effect his salvation.

Now Augustine made clear that for a state or civil gov-
ernment to be built on any other foundation than the Lord
and His Word is to build nothing more than a band of rob-
bers. “Except the LORD build the house, they labour in
vain that build it; except the LORD keep the city, the watch-
man waketh but in vain” (Psalm 127:1). How then can we
imagine that any law, school,
church, state, or any other thing
can be a good thing or a good work
when it is outside of Jesus Christ
and has no place for Him. How can
we imagine that a state or school
which neglects or despises the
basic fact of all being, our Lord and
His sovereignty, can be anything
but an abomination to Him?

Today, however, we have
indignant churchmen waging war
against pastors and Christians who
work for Christian schools and
seek to drive away from the church
all who criticize them. To defend
statist education is to defend a
humanistic plan of salvation which
seeks to save the world by man’s
educational work.

The same is true of the state. The modern humanistic
state offers a cradle to grave plan of salvation. It is at war
with Jesus Christ the Lord and denies His plan of redemp-
tion for its own. The state issues its own decrees of predes-
tination, election, and salvation. Today, the Internal
Revenue Service is seeking to break all who will not con-
form to “public policy,” i.e., to the statist plan of salvation.
Its doctrine of sanctification means compliance with the
state and its doctrines of social justice. To be a Christian
today requires that we stand against the great false doctrine
of works of our time, salvation by the works of the human-
istic state.

The Bible does not give us museum piece doctrines.
When it condemns unregenerate man’s works, it condemns
not merely the Pharisees but the statist educators, the
humanistic statists, the Republicans, Democrats, Socialists,
Communists, and others, the male and female “chauvin-
ists,” and all others who see a hope of salvation outside of
the Lord and His Law-word. By its own do-nothing, antino-
mian ways, the church today approves the works of human-
istic educators and statists. The Bible did not merely
condemn theological formulations of salvation by works; it
declares false every effort by man to save himself by his
own works. The Judaizers of Paul’s day were wrong; so too
are all organized bands of thieves who call themselves a
civil government, and so too are all their schools.

Paul declares, “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). “Cease ye
from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he
to be accounted of?” (Isaiah 2L22). Salvation is the work
of God, not man.

Courtesy Chalcedon Report, Box 158 Vallecito CA 95251
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VOUCHERS, FREEDOM AND SLAVERY
by R.J. Rushdoony

In the early years of the twentieth century, the Fabian
Society of England came out strongly in favour of state aid
to independent Christian schools. When a board member
resigned in protest, George Bernard Shaw rebuked him
strongly. Nothing, Shaw held, would more quickly destroy
these schools than state aid; their freedom and indepen-
dence would soon be compromised, and, before long, their
faith. Events soon proved Shaw to be right.

In the United States, a remarkable and vigorous Chris-
tianity developed early and had had a worldwide impact, in
missions, education on every continent, and its develop-

ment of many charitable and
reform agencies. Since World War
II, a phenomenal growth of Chris-
tian and home schools has taken
place which now commands thirty-
three percent of all primary and
secondary school children and is
growing steadily each year. This
movement is one of the most
remarkable developments in
American life in the twentieth cen-
tury. It now faces total disaster, not
from the statist’s own ranks. A
growing number of well-meaning
leaders are seeking Federal or state
aid by various means, notably the
voucher plan.

The fact is that some years ago
the courts established a very firm

premise, namely, that, wherever state aid goes, there state
controls must follow, even if Congress by law declares
against such controls. No agency of state can relinquish the
necessary civil control over agencies using or receiving tax
funds. To receive any state funds whatsoever is to receive
state controls.

Thus, to channel statist or taxed income in any way into
the hands of Christian or home schools is to surrender their
freedom and to exchange it for civil controls. A variety of
schemes have been proposed to circumvent such controls,
but they are evasions and are not likely to be tenable in
court. Many legal precedents, including the Grove City
College case, make clear that a very remote “cause” is rou-
tinely used to vindicate controls. We must remember that
not too many years ago federal control over a restaurant
was asserted because the salt in the saltshaker was a part of
interstate commerce.

On the practical side, no more inefficient use of money
exists than in any statist undertaking. On the other hand,
Christian and home schools are financed usually with supe-
rior economy and very cheaply. To ask for vouchers or any-
thing else from statist sources is to ask for higher taxes. In
one country, home schooling mothers have asked to be paid
as state teachers! The whole drift into a socialist mentality
is a startling one.

Today a remarkable and far-reaching Christian renewal
is in evidence in the United States and elsewhere. If our
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humanists today were as shrewd as G.B. Shaw, they would
abort the Christian renewal by giving it state funds.

The Lord’s work requires the Lord’s tithe, and gifts
and offerings over and above the tithe. Nothing better
reveals commitment than giving. No commitment means
no giving, and little commitment means token giving.

There is a correlation between finances and commit-
ment. In the 1950s, some American Christian schools
began to provide free tuition to needy children, only soon
to find out that all their discipline problems were within
this group. When the conditions were altered, and either
these needy students had to work out part of this tuition, or
else their parents so worked, the discipline problems usu-
ally ended. Normally, what costs a child or man nothing, he
treats as nothing

.Christian education is an urgently necessary aspect of
Christ’s Kingdom and its work. Children and their school-
ing are the key to a people’s future. to make a humanistic
state the controlling force in Chris-
tian education is a tragic mistake.

But, complain many, we are
over taxed by the state, have heavy
family financial burdens, must sup-
port the church, and are taxed to
support the state schools. Is it too
much of a burden then to pay for
our children’s Christian schooling!
Precisely! It is a burden. But
remember, although deer and fish
are clean animals, they could not be
used in the sacrifices to God. Only
those domestic animals could be
used which cost a man something in
labour or in money. The Lord does
not make things easy for us. If we
are going to re-establish a Christian
society, we are going to pay for it in
more ways than one. A responsible
people cannot be created without
cost.

It is easy to understand the voucher plan by looking at
existing examples of it, such as the welfare system, food
stamps, and the like. All have the same premise: in the
name of need, freedom and responsibility are surrendered,
and dependence is called a virtue. The Israelites in the wil-
derness longed for the leeks and garlic, the melons and the
slavery of Egypt, because slavery removes responsibility
and the problems of freedom. God sentenced that genera-
tion to die in the wilderness.

If the voucher plan succeeds, all groups, of course, will
be eligible: humanists, Muslims, New Agers, any and all
who want their own schools. This is legally a logical conse-
quence. But historically it has been Christians who have
most thrived under freedom. It is the Christian home school
and church school which have grown most dramatically;
nothing else compares with them. Christianity has done
best where most free of the state and its controls. It will be
a sorry day when Christian education becomes another spe-
cial interest group. There are no Biblical precedents for any
such step.

The law of the tithe tells us what we must do. The Lev-
ites normally received the tithe (although the tither could
administer it himself), and the Levites gave ten percent of
the tithe to the priests for worship (Numbers 18:25-26).
Ninety percent was for Levitical use. The Levites had
broad functions, including the fact that they were the teach-
ers (Deuteronomy 33:10). When we restore God’s laws of
tithing, we can reestablish the Christian strength in wor-
ship, health, education, and welfare, and we will have done
it God’s way. I fear that any other solution will bring God’s

judgment upon us. Remember that God told Samuel that
Israel had rejected Him in seeking man’s rule and man’s
laws. Because of this, their sons and daughters would
become servants of the state power; they would be heavily
taxed, and their property would be expropriated. In time
they would cry out to the Lord in their distress, but, said
Samuel, “The LORD will not hear you in that day” (1 Sam-
uel 8:18).

Are we working to place ourselves in a condition
where the Lord will not hear us? Are we so covetous of the
state’s mess of pottage that we will sell our birthright for it?
Do we have money for our pleasures but not for our chil-
dren’s schooling? Will we in time de-Christianize our home
and Christian schools in order to meet federal standards? It
amazes me that men who profess to hate socialism want to
espouse the voucher plan! But such blindness is common.
Businessmen who hate socialism demand various subsi-
dies, as do workers and their unions, farmers, and others.

Each group wants socialism for
itself only, and so too do all too
many churchmen now. They want
vouchers to free them from finan-
cial problems, forgetting that they
thereby surrender freedom. They
assume that the answer to our prob-
lems lies in the state, forgetting
how bankrupt morally and finan-
cially the state is!

“Arise, O LORD, let not man
prevail” (Psalm 9:19).
Courtesy Faith for All of Life, Box 158 Vallecito 
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ARE YOU READY?
by Andrea Schwartz

But sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts: and be ready always to
give an answer to every man that

asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meek-
ness and fear. 1 Peter 3:15.

In my time as an active home schooling parent, my
children reported “cross-examinations” by some adults
regarding my qualifications as a home educator. My girls
were not at a loss regarding how to respond, because they
were prepared with a ready answer.1 The same was true
when, because of a flexible schedule, we were out and
about during regular school hours. Rather than dread poten-
tial questions, we were ready to give an answer suitable to
the circumstances and the persons making the inquiry.

As home schooling is still not a mainstream activity,
many contemplating removing their children from state
schools are fearful of being challenged about their decision
and avoid potential detractors. What if, instead, they were
eager for the interaction and had a ready answer in place?

I believe we have limited the admonition in 1 Peter
3:15 strictly to theological arguments with atheists or unbe-
lievers, and dismissed (or avoided) opportunities to explain
our choices or actions at a more personal level. In any and
all circumstances, we need to be prepared to live out and
teach that the law-word of God is applicable to all areas of
life and thought, and we should be ready to give an expla-
nation as to how this is true. Where we shop, where we
vacation, how we pursue recreation, all should connect to
the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) and our call to
be salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16).

I cannot think of a better goal for any home schooling
mother than to be able to attest that she prepared her chil-
dren to be ready always with answers to both mundane and
abstract questions of life. If a child cannot give a ready
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answer, the mother must teach them how to discover the
answer. So, for the child who is repeatedly questioned
about not bring with other children, a ready answer might
include, “Oh, I have plenty of interaction with other chil-
dren my age at church, sporting games, and just spending
time with other home schooling families and people in my
neighbourhood.” You’d be amazed at the effect on adults
when a young person, looking then squarely in the eye, pro-
vides an answer in a respectful, unflustered fashion. It usu-
ally bolsters the case for home schooling!

How Do You Know What You Don’t Know?
Although many begin the process of Christian home

schooling with godly motives, those motives are often
incomplete or misguided. Because parents are, themselves,
often products of statist education, they don’t have a clear
concept of how to make their home school environment
different from the public school alternative.

For example, when I speak
to forlorn home schooling
moms about the troubles they
are having, the complaints usu-
ally come in the form of, “I can-
not get her to finish her math,”
or “He doesn’t really want to
answer the questions at the end
of the textbook chapter.” In
other words, they are having
procedural issues with their
children. More obvious (at least
to me) is that they have merely
taken the public schooling
mind-set and relocated it to
their kitchen table. And why
shouldn’t they? They have not
yet acquired a truly Biblical
philosophy of education.
They’ve been to the home
schooling conventions, visited
the exhibit halls, and have
become convinced Christian
education is all about getting
the right books (complete with
teacher’s manuals) and follow-
ing them exactly. In an effort to
justify their educational choice,
they load up with materials, and
have inadvertently become
slaves to the very educational
system they are trying to avoid.

Parents need to know what the statist model truly is and
why it should not be emulated.2 If they are unable to make
this apologetic to themselves, how will they deal with their
children when they encounter resistance, stubbornness, and
rebellion?

A Case In Point
A friend contacted me recently about a young mother

of three who was struggling with her decision to home-
school. She was seriously considering sending her oldest
child back to public school. I was asked to give her a call.
After playing “phone tag” for a couple of days, we finally
connected. I asked her to tell me what was going on.

She explained that she was finding it difficult to get
through all the lesson plans for the various subjects she
covered on a daily basis. There were times when her
daughter’s reluctance frustrated her and she was ready to
give up on the process entirely. Additionally, she was con-
cerned that she wasn’t giving enough time to her younger
children. She told me, in no uncertain terms, that the reason
she was home schooling was she felt obligated to—that she
would never have started if her daughter’s previous public

school experience had not been so bad. The list of exactly
how bad wasn’t short! The tone in her voice when she said
“obligated” indicated that she felt embarrassed and
ashamed that this was her reason.

When she was through I asked, “Since when is doing
something out of obligation a bad thing? You sound as
though fulfilling your duty as a mother to properly educate
your child is somehow demeaned because obligation is
your motive.” This woman’s attitude is all too prevalent in
our culture. Simply put, doing something out of obliga-
tion—in this case responding to God’s call on her life—was
of lesser value than doing something because of an inherent
love for the activity.

When I made further inquiry, I discovered that her
reluctant student was all of five years old and she was being
subjected to a syllabus that was overly academic and
tedious. I assured her that for a five-year-old, she needed to

concentrate on Biblical charac-
ter training, phonics, and basic
arithmetic. Additionally, spend-
ing time reading to her children,
encouraging discussion, and
filling their days in exploration
of God’s world would be far
more advantageous than trying
to fulfill the expectation of cur-
riculum designers and lots of
“seat work.” Most importantly,
I let her know that her struggles
were evidence that she was the
one who needed more training.

The Three R’s
Why are reading, writing,

and arithmetic important? If
parents cannot give “a ready
answer” to this question from a
Biblical worldview, they have
failed the directive in 1 Peter
3:15. Rather than dreading the
questions of their children, their
family, friends, neighbours, and
members of their church as to
why they’ve taken this uncon-
ventional route of home educa-
tion, they should (along with
teaching the basics) prepare
themselves to be the best apolo-
gists for family-based Christian

education. Without a firm mission statement and goal in
place, how will they know if (when) they’ve deviated from
their initial path or even arrived at their destination?

That is why home schooling parents need to spend as
much time educating themselves as they do their children.
It won’t work successfully any other way. In the long run,
whether or not some one can diagram an English sentence,
translate entire passages of Cicero from Latin to English,
generate flawless geometric proofs, be able to describe in
detail the process of photosynthesis, or tout a high SAT
grade will not demonstrate their qualifications as a godly
husband or wife. These will not be good indicators of integ-
rity, honesty, and perseverance. If the focus remains fixed
on academic achievements alone, in isolation from godly
character development, whatever successes result will not
necessarily produce dominion-oriented Kingdom builders.

Since we are all products of our culture and our
upbringing, we have to evaluate all our premises and per-
spectives through the lens of Scripture. While this is a
straightforward task, it is not necessarily easy to accomp-
lish, especially when the persons in need of training are
busy trying to train their children. This would seem to indi-
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cate that the modern practice of extensive professional
teacher training prior to placement in a teaching position is
superior. Quite the contrary! The most important thing that
anyone has to teach is to glorify God by loving Him and
keeping His commandments. This task should not be
placed in the hands of anyone who is not fully committed to
this goal.

In Intellectual Schizophrenia, R.J. Rushdoony relates
the story of an Armenian mother who took her son to
school and entrusted him to the teacher with these words,
“His flesh is yours, but the bones are mine.” He pointed out
that there was a double significance in these words. First,
the teacher was given authority to teach and discipline,
keeping in mind that the child belonged to the parents, who
were delegating their authority. Second, the flesh of the
child was to be molded (either by instruction or correction)
as necessary, but the basic structure remained with the par-
ents. Rushdoony commented:

Such education while often seriously faulty, had a still
healthy premise in that it did not assume the right to re-
make the child, but rather sought to develop him in terms of
the family’s and society’s culture. Modern education is
increasingly careless of the flesh but claims the bones of the
child, i.e., the right to re-cre-
ate the child in its own image.
When the school is given the
flesh but not the bones, the
school serves as a cultural
agency and limits its function
to education. When the
school claims the bones, it
declares that right belongs to
the school and pre-empts the
function of home and

church.3

Parents have the dual func-
tion in a home schooling setting
to deal with both the flesh and
the bones of their children.
Rushdoony has this to say:

The sovereignty of God in education requires us to reorga-
nize all education in terms of Biblical faith and presupposi-
tions, to assert the crown rights of King Jesus in every area of
life and thought, and to yield unto our Lord His due obedience
in church, state, school, home, vocation, and in all of life.
Nothing short of this is Christian. The doctrine of God’s sover-

eignty requires it.4

Too much of what has been categorized as Christian
education has failed to meet this standard. The answer,
especially in home school settings, is for parents, them-
selves, to become better teachers!

TEACHER TRAINING
Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great

and hidden things that you have not known (Jer. 33:3).
God has promised wisdom to those who seek Him and

learn and follow His word. The very same steps that enable
someone to become a faithful servant of Jesus the Christ
are required to be a good teacher. A teacher of any subject
or discipline must make a self-conscious decision to pres-
ent the content with the primary, active intent to demon-
strate how the student uses the knowledge acquired to
glorify God. Many of the women I mentor express con-
cerns that there is so much that they do not know. Their
desire to provide a true godly, discipleship education for
their children is outweighed (in their minds) by their lack of
theological training. They are quite surprised when I offer
(as part of the Chalcedon Teacher Training Institute) to help
them become theologically educated. When I share with
them how to get started, they are amazed with how easy
Chalcedon has made it for them to begin.5

In the end, being able to think, speak, and act in a delib-
erately Biblical fashion is a life-long pursuit. So there never
comes a point when a teacher has learned enough. Rush-
doony, in his chapter “The Teacher As Student” has this to

say:
Learning involves, among other things, discipline, a

desire to learn, and communication. We cannot give others
a desire to learn if we do not have it. Most good teachers
enjoy studying. A teacher can teach pupils how to read, but
a love of reading comes in part from a teacher who shares
it.....

The teacher who does not grow in his knowledge of his
subject, its methodology and content, is a very limited
teacher, and his pupils are “under-privileged” learners ....

Our teaching must be well organised and systematic; if
we ourselves are not prone to being orderly in our thinking,
our teaching will not be so. Thus, the superior teacher is
always disciplining him/herself in order to pass on disci-
plined learning to the pupils.”6

And that is why teacher training needs to be an ongoing
task for the home educating parent. Whereas it is somewhat
easy to stay ahead of students in their earliest stages of
learning, when children reach the point where they are
doing extensive reading on their own and formulating ques-
tions, only a prepared teacher will be able to infuse a Bibli-
cal perspective into her answers. Unless you constantly

upgrade your own understand-
ing about current issues in light
of Scriptural mandates, you
will not be able to give your
students the necessary tools so
they can always be ready.

The Holy Spirit is the
teacher of “all truth.” Only
those who by the Spirit know
Jesus as Lord of their salva-
tion can know Him as the
Lord of all arts, sciences an d

learning.7

GETTING READY
O how I love thy law! It is

my meditation all the day. Thou through thy command-
ments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are
ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teach-
ers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. Psalm 119:97-
98.

As a teacher, nothing is more gratifying than witness-
ing when your students get it. What a privilege it is to be
present when your time, efforts, and prayers result in their
thinking Biblically and putting legs to their faith (1 John
3:4).8  Remember that you cannot impart what you do not
possess. So, rather than lament your perceived inadequa-
cies, learn alongside your children. The best cure for inabil-
ity is acquiring ability. By making the objective to
understand all areas of life and thought through the glasses
of Scripture, you can’t help but impart that to your pupils.

Remembering that the goal is to raise up a generation
ready to give an answer for the hope that is within them, it
is good to be reminded that:

Children are a God-given inheritance for our conquest of
the world for Jesus Christ. They are a means of subduing
the earth and exercising dominion under the Lord. If we give
our children to state or private schools which are not system-
atically Christian in all their curriculum, we are then giving
the future to God’s enemies, and He will hold us
accountable for laying waste our heritage. We thus must
have Christian schools and Christian home schools for the
Lord’s children. We are commanded to “bring them up in the
nurture and the admonition of the LORD” (Eph. 6:4). This is
a necessary step for that great consummation of God’s will,
announced beforehand for us in Revelation 11:15:

The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of
our LORD, and of his anointed (christ); and He (our Lord)

shall reign for ever and ever.9

[Andrea Schwartz is the Chalcedon Foundation’s
active proponent of Christian education and matters relat-
ing to the family. She has authored four books dealing with
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home schooling, the biblical trustee family, and teaching
children about the faith. She oversees the Chalcedon
Teacher Training Institute (www.ctti.org) and continues to
mentor, lecture, and teach. Visit her website 

www.WordsFromAndrea.com  . She lives in San Jose
with her husband of 35 years. She can be reached by email
at lessons.learned@yahoo.com]

notes:
1. It always amused them that there was no routine grilling

of students in state schools about their teachers’ qualifications.
2. Rushdoony’s Messianic Character of American Educa-

tion, Intellectual Schizophrenia, and The Philosophy of the Chris-
tian Curriculum are good places to start. Sam Blumenfeld’s
Revolution through Education and Victims of Dick and Jane
cement much of Rushdoony’s thesis. In the documentary realm,
Colin Gunn’s IndoctriNation [DVD#CI-843 LOAN ONLY @
$7] has an excellent segment visually depicting the roots and
premises of what we know as public schools.

3. R.J. Rushdoony, Intellectual Schizophrenia (Vallecito CA;
Ross House Books, [1961] 2002) 133-4.

4. R.J. Rushdoony, The Philosophy of the Christian Curricu-
lum (Vallecito CA; Ross House Books, 1981, 2001) 115.

5. Visit www.ctti.org. This program is tailored to individuals
and/or groups who wish to make
a concerted effort to be the best
teachers for their children with
an on-the-job training mindset.

6. R.J. Rushdoony, The Phi-
losophy of the Christian Curric-
ulum (Vallecito CA; Ross House
Books, [1981] 2001), 132-4.

7. Ibid, 135.
8. Now that I am no longer

actively home schooling, I expe-
rience this with the women I
mentor. There comes that point
where I know that they have
turned the corner and are think-
ing Biblically.

9. R.J. Rushdoony, In His
Service (Vallecito CA; Ross
House Books, 2009), 20.
Courtesy Faith for all of Life, Box 158, 

Vallecito CA 95251
-------------------------------
In 1983, Aleksander Sol-

zhenitsyn gave this explana-
tion of the cause why millions
of people died under Russian
communism: “Over a half
century ago, while I was still
a child, I recall hearing a
number of old people offer
the following explanation for
the great disasters that had
befallen Russia: ‘Men have forgotten God; that’s why all
this has happened.’ Since then I have spent well-nigh 50
years working on the history of our revolution; in the pro-
cess I have read hundreds of books, collected hundreds of
personal testimonies, and have already contributed eight
volumes of my own towards the effort of clearing away the
rubble left by that upheaval. But if I were asked today to
formulate as concisely as possible the main cause of the
ruinous revolution that swallowed up some 60 million of
our people, I could not put it more accurately than to
repeat: “Men have forgotten God; that’s why all this has
happened.”

Courtesy, Thy Kingdom Come, Box 1478, Ferndale WA 98248.
--------------------------------------------------------------

SLAVERY — THEN AND NOW
by Everett Moore

Do You Consider Yourself a “Free Person?”
Today, the term “slavery” is typically used in retrospect

or remotely, to describe happenings of another time or
place.

If you mention slavery to the average person, they will
immediately think of slavery of the black race in the (US)
southern states during the 1800s. If presented in a Biblical
context, they will first consider the Israelite slavery in
Egypt from which Moses led them out. Israel, as a result of
their sin, had fallen captive many other times. However,
because of various media, children’s Bible stories, etc., it is
the Egyptian captivity that stands out foremost in our
minds.

Slavery is best described as a societal institution based
on ownership, dominance and exploitation of one human
being by another. The owner may extract work or other ser-
vices without pay, virtually, without restriction and can
deny the slave freedom of activity and travel. The owner is
responsible only for providing minimal food, shelter and
clothing. The owner may separate members of a family and
may permit or deny marriages. A slave is generally-consid-
ered as an article of property and, therefore, can be sold or
given away. Slaves do not come under the jurisdiction of
laws that protect citizens; although, special regulations may

stipulate their treatment and
behaviour.

Slaves were usually of a
different ethnic group, race,
religion, or political unit than
their owners. The earliest
slaves were probably war cap-
tives, although debt slaves,
also, existed in ancient Egypt,
where a person could sell
himself or his wife and/or
children into bondage to liqui-
date debts.

In the above cases, the
slave was totally-aware of
being a slave or under bond-
age. Either the slave was
mentally-incapable of want-
ing to rise above his pitiful
situation or was complacent
in accepting the provision of
his basic needs in return for
all the fruits of his labour.
Total slavery, such as this
would only be successful until
the slave gained education,
cunning and desire for free-
dom. The longer total slavery
existed the less efficient it

became for the slave owner.
There is, however, a much more insidious system of

slavery in practice today. In this system the slave is made to
believe he is free! His perimeters of travel, speech and all
other facets of his life are so remotely and secretly-con-
trolled that he actually considers himself a free man and is
even willing to fight and die to preserve this “freedom.”
Naturally, he is willing to give up a certain percentage of
the fruits of his labour for the privilege of partaking of this
freedom. Simply paying our “dues” to belong to this
“Country Club.” The slave owner, in this case, never goes
by that title.

Now, let us fade back in time to the book of Exodus
and the Egyptian captivity.

His envious brothers sold Joseph in to Egyptian captiv-
ity. Being blessed by God, Joseph impressed the king with
his abilities and was soon appointed to manage all produc-
tive work in Egypt, which prospered and the granaries
became full. In Canaan, his father Jacob, and his brothers
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and families were facing famine and starvation. Therefore,
Joseph with Pharaoh’s permission, brought his father
Jacob, and families into choice land of Egypt, where they
were assigned the task of using their skills as shepherds to
Pharaoh’s benefit. In this thumbnail sketch, we see how
these Israelites freely entered into a situation of bonded-
indenture to the king of Egypt. They needed food and were
willing to work for the king for a place to live and prosper.
And prosper they did, until .....

“And Joseph died, and all his brothers and all the gen-
eration. And the children of Israel were fruitful and
increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed [became]
exceedingly mighty, and the land was filled with them. Now
there arose a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.
And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of the sons
of Israel are more and mightier than we. Come, let us deal
wisely with them, lest they multiply and in the event of war,
they also join themselves to those who hate us, and fight
against us, and depart from the land. Therefore they did set
over them taskmasters [tax agents and police] to afflict
them with hard labour, and they built for Pharaoh treasure
[storage] cities, Pithom and
Raamses. But the more they
afflicted them, the more they multi-
plied and grew [spread out]. And
they were grieved [in dread of]
because of the children of Israel.”
Exodus 1:6-12.

Here, we see how the Israelites
prospered, despite the bondage they
had willingly accepted from Egypt.
However, the new king, apparently
unaware that Egypt’s prosperity
was because of the Israelites,
became afraid of the potential
power they possessed. He gradually
increased their labours until, before
they realized it, they went from a
bonded situation that they had
learned to accept as “almost free-
dom” to out and out slavery. This
didn’t happen suddenly, overnight;
but, so slowly few realized it, until
too late!

Since they were still prospering and increasing [their
numbers], the king decided to control their birthrate. We
read in the following verses:

“Then the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives,
of which the name of one was Shiphrah, and the name of
the other was Puah: and he said; When you do the office of
a midwife [are helping] to the Hebrew women [to give
birth] and see them upon the [birth] stools, if it be a son,
then you shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall
live.” Exodus 1:15-16.

Here, in these few verses, we learn of Israel’s transition
from an accepted bondage into a cruel system of total slav-
ery. We also witness the murder of babies, with the king
trying to establish a primitive sort of “abortion clinic.” The
Israelites apparently had a very efficient type of ‘health-
care’ in the form of a system of midwives. The king tried to
pervert the midwives by instructing their leadership to do
his dirty work. Does this sound familiar of the 21st cen-
tury?

The midwives, remaining true to God, outsmarted the
king. When he complained that boys were still being born
alive, they told of how the Hebrew women were vigorous
and gave birth before they arrived! 

As we read further in Exodus, we learn how the king
then issued orders to drown all male babies in the Nile
River. We then read about the birth of Moses and how he

was spared to grow to manhood in Egypt under the favour
of Pharaoh “... until he killed an Egyptian, who was beating
a Hebrew subject.” Moses fled Egypt to the land of Midian,
where he married and encountered God. God revealed to
Moses how he was chosen to lead the Israelites to freedom
from Egypt.

Most people are familiar with the rest of the overall
story—the various plagues brought upon Egypt by the
hardening of Pharaoh’s heart [which God hardened]—the
release of the Israelites—the parting of the Red Sea, and
the resulting escape to freedom in the wilderness [of Saudi
Arabia].

As we read on in Exodus, we witness how the Israel-
ites, when confronted with any hardship, were continually
wanting to return to captivity in Egypt. We would interpret
this to indicate they had become so adapted to slavery in
Egypt, that they preferred it to their newfound freedom. As
a result, God kept testing and instructing them in the wil-
derness for 40 years, before letting Joshua lead the next
generation (who had not known Egypt) in to Canaan; with
the instructions to destroy the all Canaanites to prevent

intermarrying with them and wor-
shipping Canaanite idols. The Isra-
elites, again disobeyed God, and
continued their transgression of his
laws. 

They continued to be a con-
quered and enslaved people. The
balance of the plight of the Israel-
ites is well-illustrated in an article
by Sheldon Emry, entitled “Heirs
of the Promise.” This story docu-
ments whom the lost tribes of Israel
are and how they finally arrive in
the land promised to Abra-
ham—America.

During this quick tour of Isra-
elite history, we have looked at
some of the more classic forms of
slavery. Now, let is turn our atten-
tion back to where we left off in
our discussion of the insidious
form of slavery in existence today
all around us!

Christian men who knew their heritage founded our
nation. Of course, today this isn’t ‘politically correct.’ We
are told by the Baal priests in the pulpits of most of our so-
called “Judeo-Christian” churches that we are now a
democracy, wherein all can worship freely — all, except
anyone who answers to King Jesus the Christ as the head of
their Kingdom.

Our forefathers were soon followed to these shores by
the enemies of Jesus Christ, who had taken notice. Being
well-established in the debt/usury banking industry of
Europe, their tentacles soon attached to America. They
went to work, undermining our monetary system and
Christian institutions. With their ultimate goal being the
destruction and/or enslaving of the true Christian people;
the Civil War (War of Northern Aggression) met all their
desires. Christian brothers killing each other—the land
plundered—great divisions and upheaval that exist to this
day. Only by God’s grace did our Christian nation remain
intact.

It is not surprising when we learn that this same group
owned the ships and operated all the slave traffic from
Africa to America!

God continued to pour out His blessings on our people.
However, as with Israel of old, we became complacent and
decadent, turning further from God and seeking more
worldly pleasures. While blinded by our opulence, the
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doors of our insidious slavery were about to spring shut.
The door quietly shut in 1913 with the beginning of the

Federal income tax and next, turning our money system
over to the anti-Christ inspired Federal Reserve. Now
referred to as the FED, it is under complete control of these
serpents! The system is policed by the IRS and paid for by -
guess who? - the slaves!

Now, we can add WWI, where again, millions of Chris-
tians, on both sides, killed each other. Our real enemy
loaned money to both sides and, by owning most of the war
production apparatus, reaped billions of dollars from the
unsuspecting Christians. Next came prohibition, which
gave our enemy the opportunity to gain control over the
entire liquor production and distribution industry. (now,
they control the ‘drug industry’ - legal and illegal to gain
total control of those, and reap
more profits)

To this mixture, fold in the
depression of the late 20s and 30s
topped by WWII. From this period
until the present, we have seen this
labyrinth grow and grow to unbe-
lievable heights of control by our
slave masters. But our Pharaohs
have been caring kings—some-
times even feeling our pain! Pha-
raoh only has one thing to
consider—just how much can be
extracted from our labour before
we rebel. Of course, under insidi-
ous slavery, there’s no taskmaster
with whips (but there are some
with blue uniforms). But regard-
less, our “quota of bricks” has been
increased until our wives must also
work to pay our quota to Pharaoh.
Our Pharaoh has even set up a sort
of midwifery, called “Planned Par-
enthood,” and abortion clinics to
voluntarily help kill off our first-
born, second-born, etc., male and
female. To top it off, the majority still consider themselves
free and are even willing to die to protect this “freedom”!

By now you should see a parallel between the slavery
of the Israelites in Egypt and in what we are living today. It
would be hard to imagine them not considering themselves
slaves. However, continually rebelling against God and
Moses, they many times, wanted to return to Egypt and
again live in slavery! Would our people today, not do the
same? When someone tries to alert them to their plight,
they are laughed at, ridiculed or ignored.

The refusal to obey, and denial of God, has increased to
alarming proportions. The political evil in our country is so
well-entrenched that it is beyond normal political means to
correct our situation.

When the selection of a Supreme Court Justice hinges
upon their stand concerning aborticide, it should alarm any-
one observing! When more concern is given to a spotted
owl, a wounded whale or an endangered plant than an inno-
cent baby in its mothers womb, it should alarm everyone!

When abortion-rights become a major political consid-
eration in a presidential race, it should alarm everyone!

When evil groups like the ACLU can freely exercise
their unholy agenda, it should alarm everyone!

When our presidents can be elected by an elite group of
“king makers” and be controlled by puppet strings, pulled
by the same enemy that, for decades, has led us into wars
and activities, whereby our offspring that missed the abor-
tion clinic can now be sent off to die (fighting overseas), it
should alarm everyone! When prayer was forbidden in our

public schools, it should have alarmed everyone!
When the Ten Commandments—the foundation of our

justice system—cannot be displayed in a courtroom or
building, it should alarm everyone!

When most of our churches teach the false doctrine of
the “rapture,” whereby millions of misled Christians are
content to sit around with silly smiles on their faces while
sending emails to each other with pictures of a sissy-look-
ing portrayal of Jesus with long hair, or phony winged-
angels followed by some feel-good verse. All designed to
keep the zombies asleep—it should alarm everyone!

People who still have a brain functioning should realize
that we are already in the tribulation and that Babylon has
cracks forming in its foundation. We have been conquered!
Why won’t our people wake up to this fact? We are fed a

steady diet of theater, a giant stage
production every four years, that
climaxes in a presidential election!

Patriotic people know some-
thing is seriously wrong in our
nation. However, they just can’t
comprehend the magnitude and
seriousness of it all. Every four
years we go to the polls to vote into
office some political incompetent
who we think can somehow per-
form miracles and “turn things
around.” We continually refuse to
believe that we are conquered and
that we are SLAVES!

All the political rhetoric by
which we are surrounded is for one
purpose only—distract our atten-
tion and help maintain our mental
state of being zombies to control-
ling forces. (and remember, Austra-
lians are in the same situation as
our brethren in America!).

Conquered? You are probably
shouting at me, as you read this.

Well, keep reading my friend.
Through the past 50 years many patriotic people have been
active in various anti-communist and pro-national activi-
ties, at which time we all expected any conquering would
come in the form of a “Red Dawn” type scenario, with
enemy troops parachuting from the sky. 

We prepared for this eventuality by forming various
para-military and resistance organizations. As such, we (an
armed populace) could have been a formidable resistance
force to any potential invasion. But what has happened?

I want to again step back to about 30 years ago, and
present the thoughts of a man whose mind was ahead of his
time. Pastor Sheldon Emry, in a few short words, spells out
“what happened....”

“The most common form [of conquest] is conquest by war. In
time, though, this method usually fails, because the captives hate
the captors and rise up and drive them out if they can. Much force
is needed to maintain control, making it expensive for the con-
quering nation.

“A second method [of conquest] is by religion, where men are
convinced they must give their captors part of their earnings as
‘obedience to God.’ Such a captivity is vulnerable to philosophical
exposure or overthrow by armed force, since religion by its nature
lacks military force to regain control, once its captives become
‘disillusioned.’

“The third method [of conquest] can be called economic con-
quest. It takes place when nations are placed under ‘tribute,’ with-
out the use of visible force or coercion, so that the victims do not
realize they have been conquered. Tribute is collected from them
in the form of ‘legal’ debts, fees and taxes; and they believe they
are paying it for their own good, for the good of others, or to pro-
tect all from some enemy. Their captors become their ‘benefac-
tors’ and ‘protectors.’

“Although this is the slowest to impose, it is often quite long-
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lasting, as the captives do not see any military force arrayed
against them; their religion is left more or less intact; they have
freedom to speak and to travel; and they participate in ‘democratic
elections’ for their rulers. Without realizing it, they are conquered
and the instruments of their own society are used to transfer their
wealth to the captors and make the conquest complete.”- Shel-
don Emry.

There, my friends, in those few words our situation is
spelled out. What are we supposed to do, you may ask?
Well, I can predict what most will do. After 74 years of
dodging the potholes in the roadway of life, I have
observed people’s reactions to various stimuli. Therefore I
predict that:

1. The majority will not even completely read this and
toss it aside, while mumbling about my sanity....

2. Another group will read it, maybe more than one
time and then toss it in the waste can without much further
thought, and then go back to the TV to figure out which of
the candidates will make the best leader.

3. Another group will agree to a point. Their solution
will be to get more people
into church, where they are
taught false doctrine. Yes,
continue to support the very
babylonian church system
that has been used to con-
quer the peoples’ mind!

4. A very small number
of people will actually
awaken to the fact that they
have been mentally dulled
down to accept slavery,
while thinking they are free
[get them to sing their
anthem “..... for we are
young and free....” and
brainwash themselves]. For-
tunately, they will seek more
information, and check it out
for themselves. To that
group I offer the following websites:

www.benwilliamslibrary.com/straighttalk.htm
www.sheldonemrylibrary.com
www.christianidentityministries.com
www.scatteredremnant.org
www.moseshand.com
This is presented with the hopes that at least one person

will lift the veil from their eyes and face reality—even
though admittedly, it is not a pretty sight!

------------------------------------------------------------

TOUGH LOVE TOWARDS PARENTS
by Ben Gilmore

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he
is old, he will not depart from it” [Prov. 22:6].

The subject on my heart is not “politically correct” in
be-nice Christian circles. Today’s Christian appears anx-
ious to avoid subjects that stress fellow Christians. Well,
I’m more concerned with what causes disappointment for
our Lord—and future stress for the nation He has placed in
our hands.

I believe it is indisputable: Every parent has a vested
interest in training up their child(ren). It is those very chil-
dren who are going to decide how their parents will be
treated in their senior years! That is the “human” (man-cen-
tered) viewpoint.

More important is the “spiritual” (God-centered) view-
point. This will determine the character of the child. In
turn, the character of the child will determine the quality of
the parents’ treatment in their senior years. Further the
quality of one’s character determines what that child will

contribute to the character of his society—ultimately, his
nation.

The best operator’s manual for parenting is the Holy
Bible. The book of Deuteronomy offers good counsel:

“Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord: And
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words,
which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and thou
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-7).

Noah Webster, author of the “American Dictionary of
The English Language” (circa 1828)[#356 @ $185.45]
offered this definition: “The bringing up, as of a child;
instruction; formation of manners. Education comprehends
all that series of instruction and discipline which is
intended to enlighten the understanding, correct the temper,
and form the manners and habits if youth, and fit them for

usefulness in their future
stations. To give children a
good education in manners,
arts and science, is impor-
tant; to give them a reli-
gious education is
indispensible; and an
immense responsibility
rests on parents and guard-
ians who neglect these
duties.”

Here is the problem—A
guy and a girl get together
and make a baby. They
become parents. They now
have a responsibility to care
for (“train up”) the child
that they brought into the
world. That responsibility is
to themselves (as above

stated), their society, and their nation. That is, the character
of the child will have broad impact upon themselves and
others.

“The fear (reverence) of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom:...” (Psalm 111:10). It follows that an irreverent
teacher will be unable to produce a wise student. Today, our
public school system has been made irreverent by law!
Homeschool students, for the most part, are trained at the
knees of reverent teachers. From whence will God find
wise leaders in the next generation?

Parents have a 12-15 year “window” during which to
“train up” their child. Those years fly past! Don’t waste
them. I can not in good conscience, recommend placing a
child in today’s public school system.

We have heard all the excuses: 
** “Neither of us are qualified to teach.” Tonight when

the house is quiet, peek into each room. If there are children
in there—you are qualified to teach!

** “We can not afford private school.” We have found
few private schools successfully training up the character
of their students (even “Christian” schools). Are you sure
you want to turn that responsibility over to a stranger? Rub-
ber stamping “Jesus” and “prayer” on the outside of educa-
tion does not make it Christian!

** “We simply can’t afford the time. Both of us work.”
Consider your priorities! Look twenty years down the road
and consider today’s priorities!

** “I’m a single mom. I have no choice.” Believe me
ma’am, I understand your dilemma. I also know our loving
Lord will not give you a responsibility you cannot fulfill.
“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is com-
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mon to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to
be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the tempta-
tion also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear
it.” (1 Cor. 10:13). Seek and find that way!

** “Our particular public school is the exception. We
know our teachers well.” Sorry friend, your P.S. teacher is
employed and under the laws of the School District, the
County, State and National education laws and bureaucra-
cies. Ungodly, character-degrading, dependency-produc-
ing curriculum mandates are laid upon the back of that
wonderful teacher who must keep their job or resign.

Consider this: If education is in the hand of the state,
the student will be trained to serve the state! If education is
in the hands of the Church, the student will be trained to
serve the doctrines of the Church. If education is in the
hands of the parent, the student will be trained to serve the
best set of principles the parents have discovered.

A personal testimony—We were homeschooling our
youngest before homeschooling was common. The first
thing folks asked, “Is it legal?” My wife was told, “If you
can stay just one day ahead of her,
you can teach!”

Others liked what we were
doing. We formed a “co-op
school” (no tuition). Parents
pooled their talents and their chil-
dren. One taught geography,
another grammar... We held
weekly two-hour meetings. Every-
one wanted to talk about the
classes. We held them off, invest-
ing the first hour sharing what we
had learned about parent-teaching.
Then, the second hour was spent
discussing the classes and events.
BOTH parents were expected at
these meetings.

Later this co-op expanded into a full-on school for
homeschool children in a facility made available by a local
business. We continued to insist upon parents’ close
involvement and counsel.

All along the way, the Lord brought opportunities: a
retired world-class scientist to teach classes in science; a
parent who turned out to be the world’s greatest grammar
teacher, taking her lessons straight out of the Bible; a litera-
ture teacher with publications all across the nation, and
more.

Is homeschooling easy? ABSOLUTELY NOT! One
homeschooling parent told us, “The most fulfilling time I
have as a parent is when I am teaching my child.”

Courtesy Home School Digest, Box 374 Covert MI 49043
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

RE-EXAMINING THE PATRIARCHAL VISION
by Israel Wayne

I was recently approached by a mother at a home-
schooling convention who heard me speak to the teens on
the topic of “Waiting for True Love.” She brought her 11-
yr-old daughter up to me and said, “Mr. Wayne, can you
please tell my daughter why, when she turns 18, that she
needs not to date guys and needs to allow her father and I to
pick the person she marries?” I studied her face for a
moment to see if she was serious. She was.

I told her, “If you and your husband have cultivated an
open relationship of trust and communication with your
daughter, when she is 18, she will be knocking your door
down (figuratively) to get your advice, wisdom, guidance,
counsel and blessing regarding who she marries. If you
have proven that you are trustworthy, can hear from God,
know how to make good decisions, and have her best inter-
ests at heart, you won’t be able to keep her away from seek-

ing you out. On the other hand, if all of that is not in place,
then anything that you try to impose from the outside will
only back-fire on you and cause even more bitterness,
resentment and rejection.”

TWO PATRIARCHAL APPROACHES
In Genesis, we see two Patriarchal leaders, Abraham

and Lot, who I think provide a bit of a sociological antithe-
sis for us. For fathers who are looking to provide Biblical
protection and guidance for their sons and daughters, per-
haps we can learn from the lives of these two men.

A LOT OF MISTAKES
The Bible refers to the Patriarch Lot, as “righteous Lot”

(2 Peter 2:7-8). This has always bewildered me. To me, Lot
seems like the archetype for what a Godly man should
NOT do. When you consider his relationship with his
daughters, for example, he seems to be absolutely clueless.

First of all, in Genesis 13:12, we find Lot separating
from Abraham and “pitching his tent toward Sodom.” [i.e.
moving to the big city with lots of lights, and ‘opportu-
nity.’]. Every morning as the sun would rise, Lot would

awake and gaze upon the Las
Vegas of his day. There must have
been something in him that longed
for that kind of immoral associa-
tion, for the next thing we dis-
cover is that he is quickly living
IN Sodom (Genesis 14:12).

Even though Lot loved God,
and was repulsed by the wicked-
ness of his neighbours (at least to
some level), he seemed to lack the
wisdom he needed to be a good
father to his daughters. He offers
his daughters to be raped by the
orgy-driven mob in Sodom (Gene-
sis 19:8), that’s something even

our modern-day TV talk show hosts would frown on. He
allowed his daughters to be engaged to the men of decadent
Sodom (Genesis 19:14), again, not what most folks would
call a good idea.

He allowed his girls to live in the culture of the world.
They were undoubtedly influenced in many ways by the
culture and the worldview of the pagan society in which
they lived. Once they are instructed to flee from Sodom,
and his wife turns into a pillar of salt, Lot does a 180 in his
lifestyle.

After having a bad experience in the Sodomite culture,
Lot heads for the hills and finds a cave to crawl into. From
his cave he begins homeschooling, listens to Patriot Radio
on his shortwave, lives off of canned goods, orders every
CD he can find on avoiding dating, and beats his chest
while pontificating about the virtues of having a “Patriar-
chal Vision.”

His cave-dwelling experience is not so much a positive,
pro-active move as it is a fearful reaction against their pre-
vious culture. Lot’s girls are trying to adjust to the pendu-
lum swing of going from one cultural (and theological)
swing to another. It’s hard for them to understand the sud-
den change in venue. They are given far more WHAT than
WHY when it comes to the family’s new convictions.

As you probably remember, the whole, “Stay home and
wash Dad’s socks until you are 40” plan, strikes Lot’s girls
as less of a “Godly vision,” and more of a clueless and
directionless apathy to their situation. These girls are of
child-bearing years. They want to find a man, get married
and have babies. That’s hard to do when you live in a cave.
They have no Christian fellowship, there are no men
around, and they aren’t even on the Home to Home Chris-
tian Travel Network!

The situation goes bad. The offspring created from the
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ensuing incestuous relationship resulted in the Ammonites
and the Moabites, two people groups who plagued the Isra-
elites for many years.

A BRIDE FOR ISAAC
Abraham is an example of a Godly (although imper-

fect) patriarch. He finally gets his son of promise, Isaac,
and delights in him. He raises him carefully, and makes
sure that he doesn’t have “companions of fools.” He trains
Isaac in the way of the Lord.

Everything is going along great until Abraham realizes
that Isaac has finished his homeschooling, decided not to
go to college, and really hasn’t developed a game-plan for
life yet. While the average young man is getting married at
29, it hits Abraham one day that Isaac is a late-bloomer by
anyone’s standards. He is now 40, still living at home, and
has no plans to move out in the near future. Abraham
decides that this isn’t good. (see Genesis 24).

So he calls his employee,
Eliezar, who has faithfully served
the family for many years, into his
office and says, “Put your hand
under my thigh.” Eliezar suddenly
wishes he had taken the severance
package and retired a few months
back before the boss started really
losing it. Abraham explains that he
wants Eliezar to go to the land of
his forefathers, and get a wife for
Isaac from the homeplace.

FIND A CULTURE CONDU-
CIVE TO SUCCESS

If I can interject a Biblical
principle here, I think Abraham
gets something right with this idea.
If you want to find a Godly spouse
for your children, you need to go to where they are most
likely to be hanging out! You need to find a culture that
supports your values. Abraham knew that there were no
viable marriage possibilities in their local area, (because
God had told him to move to a new area, but it was full of
bad culture and bad people) but unlike Lot, he didn’t sit
around doing nothing. He truly had a vision. His vision was
for the well-being of his son, not his own well-being. He
wanted to make sure that he gave his son every opportunity
to have a Godly and successful marriage.

There is a time for sheltering children and keeping
them close. That is not the ripe old age of forty. There is a
time to let your arrows fly. Sometimes you need to do
something radical to ensure success for your adult children.
You might need to change jobs, move, join a new church,
send your child to work for a ministry, etc. It might take
some action on your part, but that is a good thing, as long
as it is Spirit-led and directed. For Abraham and Isaac,
returning to the place they had come from was not an
option. God had told them to get out of there. But perhaps
they could find someone there (among the relatives) who
would follow them?

RECOGNIZE THE BENEFITS OF THE BODY
Another thing Abraham does that makes a lot of sense

to me is that he realizes that he cannot personally meet all
of his son’s needs. His son needs a wife and he isn’t even
able to accomplish finding one all on his own. With much
prayer and trust in God, he allows God to use Eliezar as a
mentor and helper in Isaac’s life.

You need to be very careful with who you select as a
mentor or influencer in your child’s life. It can’t be just
anyone. It needs to be someone who will support your val-
ues, and your relationship with your child, but also some-
one who can take them farther than you have. Someone
who will help God’s kingdom grow, by growing in a Chris-

tian community. God will work in your child’s life, even
after you are dead and gone. They should build on your
foundation. Abraham realized this. Your goal should be to
point them in the right direction and help to bend the twig
in the right trajectory.

GOOD PATRIARCHY vs. BAD PATRIARCHY
It’s not a bad thing for fathers to be proactive leaders in

the lives of their children. What is bad is an abuse of
authority. We’ve all seen examples of both godly and abu-
sive expressions of fatherhood. A good and godly father
will:

1. Keep himself accountable by living in fellowship
and community with other believers.

2. He will be attentive and listen to the concerns/needs
of his family.

3. He will recognize his human frailty and walk hum-
bly, with a heart open to correction and change.

4. He will have a long-range
vision for his children, consider-
ing their future, as well as present,
needs, particularly in relation to
having a peer-group of similar-
thinking people to fellowship
with.

5. He will invite other Godly
men, and women, to help mentor
his adult children (see 4.)

6. He will operate out of faith
(Abraham), not fear (Lot).

7. He will eventually work
himself out of a job. His goal is
ultimately to raise adults, not chil-
dren, who will carry on building
faith and fellowship, community
and Kingdom.

Courtesy Home School Digest, Box 375 Covert MI 49043
-------------------------------------------------------------

Reformation Day - 31st October

THE FORBIDDEN BIBLE
by Dr. Peter Hammond

Did you know that the first English translations of
the Bible were banned? Did you know that the first
printed copies of the New Testament in English had to
be printed in Germany and smuggled into England in
bales of cotton? Did you know that the Bible translator
responsible for this was burned at the stake for the
crime of translating the Scriptures into English?

Bishop Stephen Bradley observed: “We are in danger
of forgetting truths for which previous generations gave
their lives.”

THE OXFORD MARTYRS
On the 16th October 1555, just outside the walls of

Balliol College, Oxford, a stout stake had been driven into
the ground with faggots of firewood piled high at its base.
Two men were led out and fastened to the stake by a single
chain bound around both their waists.

The older man was Hugh Latimer, the Bishop of
Worcester, one of the most powerful preachers of his day,
and the other Nicolas Ridley, the Bishop of London,
respected as one of the finest theologians in England.

More wood was carried and piled up around their feet.
Then it was set alight. As the wood kindled and the flames
began to rise, Bishop Latimer encouraged his companion:
“Be of good cheer, Master Ridley, and play the man! We
shall this day light such a candle, by God’s grace, in Eng-
land, as I trust shall never be put out.”

Hundreds in the crowd watching the burning of these
bishops wept openly.

The place of their execution is marked today by a small
stone cross set in the ground in Broad Street, while nearby
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in St. Giles stands the imposing Martyrs Memorial, erected
300 years later in memory of these two men and of Thomas
Cranmer, the Archbishop of Canterbury, who 4 months
after their execution suffered the same tortured death by
burning, in the same place, and for the same reason.

FAITH AND FREEDOM
On one day in 1519 seven men and women in Coventry

were burned alive for teaching their children the Lord’s
Prayer, the Ten Commandments and the Apostles Creed -
in English!

In his trial, Bishop Ridley was urged to reject the Prot-
estant Faith. His reply: “As for the doctrine which I have
taught, my conscience assureth me that it is sound, and
according to God’s Word ... in confirmation thereof I seal
the same with my blood.”

After much further pressure and torment, Bishop Rid-
ley responded: “So long as the breath is in my body, I will
never deny my Lord Christ, and His known truth: God’s
will be done in me!”

Bishop Latimer declared: “I thank God most heartily,
that He hath prolonged my life to this
end, that I may in this case glorify
God by that kind of death.”
THE ILLEGAL ENGLISH BIBLE

It may surprise most English
speaking Christians that the first
Bible printed in English was illegal
and that the Bible translator was
burned alive for the crime of translat-
ing God’s Word into English.

William Tyndale is known as the
father of the English Bible, because
he produced the first English transla-
tion from the original Hebrew and
Greek Scriptures. 150 years earlier
Wycliffe had overseen a hand written
translation of the Bible, but this had
been translated from the Latin Vul-
gate. Because of the persecution and
determined campaign to uncover and
burn these Bibles, few copies remain.
It would take an average of 8 months
to produce a single copy of the Wycliffe Bible, as they had
to be written out by hand. William Tyndale’s translation
was the first copy of the Scriptures to be printed in the Eng-
lish language.

The official Roman Catholic and Holy Roman Empire
abhorrence for Bibles translated into the vernacular can be
seen from these historic quotes: The Archbishop of Canter-
bury Arundel declared: “That pestilent and most wretched
John Wycliffe, of damnable memory, a child of the old devil,
and himself a child and pupil of the anti-Christ ... crowned
his wickedness by translating the Scriptures into the mother
tongue.”

Catholic historian Henry Knighton wrote: “John Wyc-
liffe translated the Gospel from Latin into the English ...
made it the property of the masses and common to all and
... even to women ... and so the pearl of the Gospel is
thrown before swine and trodden underfoot and what is
meant to be the jewel of the clergy has been turned into the
jest of the laity ... has become common ...”

A synod of clergy in 1408 decreed: “It is dangerous ...
to translate the text of Holy Scripture from one language
into another ... we decree and ordain that no-one shall in
future translate on his authority any text of Scripture into
the English tongue or into any other tongue, by way of
book, booklet or treatise. Nor shall any man read, in public
or in private, this kind of book, booklet or treatise, now
recently composed in the time of the said John Wycliffe ...
under penalty of the greater excommunication.”

GOD’S OUTLAW
William Tyndale was a gifted scholar, a graduate of

both Oxford and Cambridge Universities. It was at Cam-
bridge that Tyndale was introduced to the writings of
Luther and Zwingli. Tyndale earned his M.A. at Oxford,
then he was ordained into the ministry, served as a chaplain
and tutor and dedicated his life to the translation of the
Scriptures from the original Hebrew and Greek languages.

Tyndale was shocked by the ignorance of the Bible
prevalent amongst the clergy. [doesn’t seem much has
changed over the years]. To one such cleric he declared: “I
defy the Pope and all his laws. If God spares my life, before
many years pass I will make it possible for the boy who
drives the plough to know more of the Scriptures than you
do.”

Failing to obtain any ecclesiastical approval for his
proposed translation, Tyndale went into exile to Germany.
As he described it “not only was there no room, in my lord
of London’s palace to translate the New Testament, but also
that there was no place to do it in all England.”

Supported by some London mer-
chants, Tyndale sailed in 1524 for
Germany, never to return to his
homeland. In Hamburg he worked on
the New Testament, which was ready
for printing by the following year. As
the pages began to roll off the press
in Cologne, soldiers of the Holy
Roman Empire raided the printing
press. Tyndale fled with as many of
the pages as had so far been printed.
Only one incomplete copy of this
Cologne New Testament survives.

Tyndale moved to Worms where
the complete New Testament was
first published the following year
(1526). Of the 6000 copies printed,
only 2 of this edition have survived. 

Not only did the first printed edi-
tion of the English New Testament
need to be produced in Germany, but
they had to be smuggled into Eng-

land [obviously at that time, having a copy of a New Testa-
ment was akin to being a drug dealer]. There the bishops
did all they could to seek them out and destroy them. The
Bishops of London, Cuthbert Tunstall, preached against the
translation of the New Testament into English and had cop-
ies of Tyndale’s New Testaments ceremonially burned at
St. Paul’s. The Archbishop of Canterbury began a cam-
paign of buying up these contraband copies of the New
Testament in order to burn them [sounds like a ‘buy-back’
program]. As Tyndale remarked, his purchases helped pro-
vide the finance for the new improved editions.

In 1530 Tyndale’s translation of the first five books of
the Bible, the Pentateuch (the books of Moses) were
printed in Antwerp, Holland. Tyndale continually worked
on further revisions and editions of the New Testament. He
also wrote The Parable of Wicked Mammon and The Obe-
dience of a Christian Man.

This book, The Obedience of a Christian Man, was
studied by Queen Anne Boleyn and even found its way to
King Henry VIII who was most impressed: “This book is
for me and all kings to read!” King Henry VIII sent out his
agents to offer Tyndale a high position in his court, a safe
return to England and a great salary to oversee his commu-
nications.

However, Tyndale was not willing to surrender his
work as a Bible translator, theologian and preacher merely
to become a propagandist for the king! In his book The
Practice of Prelates Tyndale argued against divorce and
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specifically dared to assert that the king should remain
faithful to his first wife! Tyndale maintained that Christians
always have the duty to obey civil authority, except where
loyalty to God is concerned. Henry’s initial enthusiasm for
Tyndale turned to rage and so now Tyndale was an outlaw
both to the Roman Catholic Church and its Holy Roman
Empire, and to the English kingdom.

Tyndale also carried out a literary battle with Sir
Thomas More who attacked him in print with Dialogue
Concerning Heresies in 1529. Tyndale responded with
Answer to More. More responded with Confutation in
1533, and so on.

BETRAYAL AND BURNING
In 1535 Tyndale was betrayed by a fellow Englishman,

Henry Phillips, who gained his confidence only to treacher-
ously arrange for his arrest. Tyndale was taken to the state
prison in the castle of Vilvorde, near Brussels. For 500
days, Tyndale suffered in a cold, dark and damp dungeon
and then on 6 October, 1536, he was taken to a stake where
he was garotted and burned. His last reported words were:
“Lord, open the king of England’s eyes.”

Tyndale’s Dying Prayer Answered
The Lord did indeed answer the dying prayer of Tyn-

dale in the most remarkable way. By this time there was an
Archbishop of Canterbury (Thomas Cranmer) and a Vicar
General (Thomas Cromwell) both of whom were commit-
ted to the Protestant cause. They persuaded King Henry to
approve the publication of the Coverdale translation. By
1539 every parish church in England was required to make
a copy of this English Bible available to all of its parishio-
ners.

Miles Coverdale was a friend of Tyndale’s, a fellow
Cambridge graduate and Reformer. His edition was the first
complete translation of the Bible in English. It was mainly
Tyndale’s work supplemented with those portions of the
Old Testament which Tyndale had not been able to translate
before his death.

Then, a year after Tyndale’s death, the Matthews Bible
appeared. This was the work of another friend and fellow
English Reformer, John Rogers. Because of the danger of
producing Bible translations, he used the pen-name
Thomas Matthews which was an inversion of William Tyn-
dale’s initials (WT) TM. In fact at the end of the Old Testa-
ment he had William Tyndale’s initials WT printed big and
bold.

At Archbishop Thomas Cranmer’s request, Henry VIII
authorised that this Bible be further revised by Coverdale
and be called The Great Bible.

And so in this way Tyndale’s dying prayer was spectac-
ularly answered. The sudden, unprecedented countrywide
access to the Scriptures created widespread excitement.
Just in the lifetime of William Shakespeare, 2 million
Bibles were sold throughout the British Isles. About 90%
of Tyndale’s wording passed on into the King James Ver-
sion of the Bible.

The Most Influential Englishman
Not only can William Tyndale be described as the

father of the English Bible, but in a real sense the foremost
influence on the shaping of the English language itself.
Because Tyndale’s translation was the very first from the
original Hebrew(?) and Greek into the English language, he
had no previous translations to help him in his choice of
language. While Latin is noun-rich, Greek and Hebrew are
verb-rich. At that time the English language had been heav-
ily influenced by French and Latin. Tyndale went back to
the original Saxon and found that the Saxon English was
more compatible to the Greek and Hebrew than Latin and
French.

The clarity, simplicity and poetic beauty which Tyndale

brought to the English language through his Bible transla-
tion served as a linguistic rallying point for the develop-
ment of the English language. At the time of his translation
there were so many variations and dialects of English and
in many sections of the country the English language was
being swamped with French words and Latin concepts.
Tyndale’s translation rescued English from these Latin
trends and established English as an extension of the Bibli-
cal Hebrew and Greek worldview.

And so, every person in the world who writes, speaks,
or even thinks, in English, is to a large extent, indebted to
William Tyndale. It is also extraordinary that while English
was one of the minor languages of Europe in the early 16th
century, today it has become a truly worldwide language
with over 2 billion people communicating in English.

Pioneers For Freedom
The Reformation in the 16th century was one of the

most important epochs in the history of the world. The Ref-
ormation gave us the Bible—now freely available in our
own languages. The now almost universally acknowledged
principles of religious freedom, liberty of conscience, the
rule of law, the separation of powers, and limited republics
were unthinkable before the Reformation. The Reformers
fought for the principles that Scripture alone is our final
authority, that Jesus the Christ alone is the Head of His
ecclesia, His people; that salvation is by the grace of God
alone, received by faith alone on the basis of the finished
work of Jesus alone.

The Power of The Gospel
The Gospel Jesus is life-changing, culture shaping, his-

tory making and nation transforming. If it doesn’t change
your life, and the lives of those around you, then it’s not the
Biblical Gospel. This Reformation Day (31 October) cele-
brate the great heritage of Faith and freedom, which was
pioneered by John Wycliffe, John Hus, Martin Luther,
Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, John Knox, Williams Tyndale
and other courageous believers.
Courtesy The Reformation Society, Box 74, Newlands, 7725 Cape Town RSA.

------------------------------------------------------------  
Bible Riddles in Rhyme for the children

1.   “He giveth His beloved sleep.” (Ps. 127:2)
This man, asleep, was told to wake; 
And eat more food, his strength to keep;
For the long journey he must take. (Who? 1Kgs 19:1-8)

2.    From sadness and fatigue these slept,
Though they were asked to keep awake.
Their Friend a lonely vigil kept,
And our salvation was at stake. (Who? Luke 22:39-46)

3.   A lonely journey this man went.
He saw a vision in his sleep.
Angelic messengers were sent
Along a ladder long and steep.(Who? Gen. 28:10-15).
------------------------------------------------------------
Grace be unto you and peace from God our father. We

are almost at the end of another year. Almost 2 years now
since cyclone Yasi - but we are still dealing with the residue
and clean-up. I have almost finished milling the 210 odd
logs which were left for me after the cyclone - only about
18 left; and some of those are stressed and rotten. It seems
to be taking longer for me to get everything done - must be
getting older. I have been asked about personal correspon-
dence, but other than a short occasional note in response to
some question, I really do not have the time for ongoing
correspondence. I am sorry about that, as I was able to do
more of that in the past. But I just can’t manage it. Thank
you so much though for your letters and requests and also
your much-needed on-going support. We pray that our
Hevenly Father will bless you and give you His peace and
protection in these troublesome times,
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